ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

HOPKINTON

Jesus said to the paralytic, “I say to you, rise, pick up
your mat, and go home.” He rose, picked up his mat at
once, and went away in the sight of everyone. They
were all astounded and glorified God, saying, “We have
never seen anything like this.” ~Mk 2:11-12

Readings for NEXT Sunday, March 1, 2009
Gn 9:8-15/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22

8:00 AM Nell Hagenbuch
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23

9:00 AM All the Souls in Purgatory
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

9:00 AM Teen Challenge
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28

5:00 PM Timothy Sparks
SUNDAY, MARCH 1
8:00 AM Leo & Helen Kopec
10:00 AM Deceased members of Pineau family
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23

9:30 AM Kindergarten

2:15PM Grade 6

4:15 PM Grades4 &5

7:00 PM Grade 9 (Group 2)
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

4:15 PM Grades 3 &5

6:45 PM Grade 7 — Mardi Gras
ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25

4:15 PM Grade 1

5:45 PM Grade 6

7:30 PM Mass followed by Adult Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26

4:15 PM Grades 3 & 4
6:15 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal
SUNDAY, MARCH 1
9:00 AM Grade 2 — Students Only
followed by attendance at 10AM Mass
5:30 PM Grade 10 — Parents & Students

Harish Support
OFFERTORY 2/15/2009.......cccceiiiieciee e $8,536
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.

St. John’s parish family invites you to join us for coffee and
conversation following the 10:00 AM Mass. Your hosts this
Sunday are the members of St. John’'s ARISE team. Please
stop by with any questions you might have or simply to say
hello. We hope to see you there.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25

6:30 AM MASS & ASHES
9:00 AM MASS & ASHES
12:10 PM MASS & ASHES
5:15 PM LITURGY OF THE WORD & ASHES
7:30 PM MASS & ASHES
DAILY MASS
MONDAY — THURSDAY 9:00 AM
MONDAY 6:30 AM
WEDNESDAY 6:30 PM
SATURDAY 8:00 AM
ROSARY
MONDAY — THURSDAY 8:35 AM

SOUP AND STATIONS
FRIDAY EVENINGS

RECONCILIATION
SATURDAYS

7:30-8AM & 8:30-9:15AM

Please remember in your prayers your
fellow parishioners who are ill. Please
notify the parish (435-3313) if you know of
someone who is unable to come to Mass
due to poor health or advanced age. We can arrange for a
regular home visit and/or an opportunity for reception of the
sacraments.
Also, please note that we do make periodic visits to several
nursing homes in the area. If you have a family member
who might appreciate an occasional visit, do let us know.

The need for food, clothing and shelter continues for many
families and individuals. Your generosity to our St. Vincent
de Paul Society will help to alleviate these needs.

Do you know anyone in town who is in need of help with
regular daily expenses, such as food, rent or heat? Please
leave a name and phone number with the parish secretary
(435-3313). A member of St Vincent de Paul will be in
touch.




SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Please join us THIS Tuesday, February 24 as we continue
our faith formation through the reading, reflecting, and
understanding of The Jesus Women, a book by Marci
Alborghetti. Each session includes insight into biblical
commentary on the Scripture readings tied to each
character, and wonderful sharing with a small group of
women of all ages and at various stages of their own faith
journey. You can prepare for the next meeting by reading
the chapter "Mary Magdalene”. Even if you don®have time
to get the book and read, please join us and see what the
Winter Season is all about! Or, for more information about
WINGS, please contact:

Patti Cellupica: 508-435-0456 or prcellupica@gmail.com
Deb Wasilauski: 508-435-7738 or sjwasilauski@comcast.net

RELIGIOUS ED. OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Wednesday..........9:30AM-Noon, 1-4PM
Thursday.......coooveieiiiinnes 1-4PM

CALLING ALL SEAMSTRESSES
We need some experts who have sharp scissors, and who
can cut felt and do some simple sewing for the Grade 2 Mini-
Retreat.
Please call or e-mail Carol Zani at the Religious Ed office if
you can help. 508-435-3313-x209
czanistjn@verizon.net

GOOD MEN OF HOPKINTON: RETREAT!
Deacon Mike would like to invite all men of St. John's to a
weekend retreat at the Campion Center in Weston, MA, from
5:45PM Friday March 27" to 12PM Sunday, March 29".
There will be plenty of time to recharge your batteries and to
get closer to God. Cost is $155.00 per person and includes
6 meals, room, and the directed retreat. Please contact
Deacon Mike at deaconmikestin@verizon.net for more
details.

Many of our brothers and sisters have lost their jobs as a
result of the current economic conditions. You can help; first
by keeping them in your prayers and second by helping
them to network for new opportunities. LinkedIn is the
Facebook of the business world (if you don’t know what
Facebook is, ask your children!). By creating a LinkedIn
profile, linking to your friends and colleagues, and joining the
St. John’s Parish group, you will be providing valuable leads
that might help get someone a foot in the door. Companies
are being flooded with resumes, and they give preferential
treatment to those with referrals. Please take an active part
in knowing and helping those in need during these difficult
times! Go to LinkedIn.com, create your profile, link to friends
and colleagues that you know, then go to groups and join St.
John’s Hopkinton. You can set the level and type of contact
that you are willing to provide in your profile. Any questions
or comments can be sent to Art Nigro at
anigro754@verizon.net or thru LinkedIn Inmail or Group
discussion.

Please join many men and women from St. John’s who will
be attending the 5" annual Boston Catholic Men’s
Conference on Saturday, April 18 and the 4" annual
Boston Catholic Women’s Conference on Sunday, April 19.
Both conferences will be held at the Conte Forum on the
campus of Boston College. For more information about the
Men'’s Conference, please contact Jim Monahan (435-6541).
For more information about the Women’s Conference,
please contact Alicia Simmons (259-2359).

Ash Wednesday .........ccccevvvvevviimiininnnnnns February 25
Easter SuUNday ..........ocooevveiiiiiiiiiieeceeeeeee e, April 12
Ascension Thursday...............eeeeeeeeeieeieeeieennnnnns May 21
Confirmation (2 Masses) .........ccoeevveeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn June 6

ARE YOU LISTENING?
A Day of Conversation for Men and Women interested in
Religious Life will be held on Saturday, February 28 at
Presentation of Mary Academy (209 Lawrence St. —
Methuen). For more information or to register, please
contact Sr. Marian Batho, CSJ at 617-746-5637 or at
Sr_Marian_Batho@rcab.org.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

It takes much effort just to make ends meet in our world
today. Do you wish you could talk about something besides
all the stresses in your life? A Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend gives you the time and tools to
revitalize romance, deepen communication, and nourish the
spirituality in your marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend in New England is March 6-8. For
more information call Ralph & Jane Becker at 1-800-710-
WWME or visit our webpage at www.wwmeMA.org.

LITERACY UNLIMITED
Volunteers are needed to tutor English with speakers of
other languages. Literacy Unlimited of Framingham and
Natick needs volunteers to tutor basic reading, writing and
conversation to adults whose first language is not English.
The evening training sessions are from 6-9PM on
Tuesdays — February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31.
Classes will meet at the Morse Institute Library — 14 E.
Central St. (Rte. 135) in Natick. Teaching experience is not
required. You should be able to speak English clearly and
correctly and have a high school diploma or higher. For
more information or to register, please call 508-532-5574.

You can make a difference!




FEBRUARY 22, 2009

Lent is before us once again. Our #1 spiritual program
priority here at St. John’s: ARISE Together in Christ. Based
on Season 's feedback you do not want to miss this
opportunity. Lent is a time to dive into the Word of God and
our Catholic Faith not to stand on the outside looking in. “Eat
chocolate if you must this Lent, but join ARISE.”

This year I've “tweaked” the weekday Mass offerings a little.
We will offer MONDAY 6:30AM and WEDNESDAY 6:30PM
Masses in addition to the usual Masses through the week
(Mon-Thu 9AM, Sat 8AM).

FRIDAY NIGHT “SOUP & STATIONS” are
back! (You can participate in either or both.) Deacon Mike
Mott will be hosting/leading these prayer experiences each
Friday in Lent.

Mark your calendar: RESURRECTION — a production by the
St. Patrick Family Players of Watertown (some of whom are
also part of the Reagle Players of Waltham) will present this
incredible portrayal of Jesus’ love here at St. John's on
Sunday, March 22 at 7:30PM in the upper church.

My constant encouragement to seek out the
Sacrament of Penance during the season and the regulations
of the archdiocese around fast and abstinence.

FAST DAYS — All Catholics 18-59 years of age inclusive are
required to abstain from meat and to fast on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday. One meal may be taken. Two other meals
— the combination of which should not equal the main meal —
may be taken to maintain strength. Water may be taken at
any hour.

FRIDAY ABSTINANCE FROM MEAT — All Catholics 14 and
older are to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, Good
Friday, and all the Fridays of Lent.

The three great Lenten disciplines
given to us by Christ himself: PRAYER, FASTING, and
ALMSGIVING (giving to those less fortunate). The gospel on
Ash Wednesday commends these practices to us and each
year we use them to help us unite ourselves to Christ and
rededicate ourselves to living our Catholic Faith. Maybe we —
as individuals or as a family — can focus on one or the other.
Perhaps a little bit of each of them is what we need. In any
case, please know of my prayers for you during this Sacred
Season.

In His service and yours,
Fr. Paul Clifford



