ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

HOPKINTON

Then he opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures. And he said to them, “Thus it is written that
the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the
third day.” ~Lk 24:45-46

Readings for NEXT Sunday, May 3, 2009
Acts 4:8-12/ 1 Jn 3:1-2/ Jn 10:11-18

SATURDAY, APRIL 25

5:00 PM Thomas Bagley (10th anniversary)
SUNDAY, APRIL 26
8:00 AM Frederick & Katherine Murphy
10:00 AM Deceased Members

of the Pineau Family
TUESDAY, APRIL 28

9:00 AM All the Souls in Purgatory
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29

9:00 AM M/M Charles Poirier
SATURDAY, MAY 2

5:00 PM Rory Horton (11th anniversary)
SUNDAY, MAY 3

6:30 PM Robert Graveline
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Calendar
SUNDAY APRIL 26 — RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES RESUME
12:00 PM Baptism

MONDAY, APRIL 27

9:30 AM Kindergarten

2:15 PM Grade 6

4:15 PM Grades 4 & 5
TUESDAY, APRIL 28

4:15 PM Grades 3 &5

6:45 PM Grade 7 & 8
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29

4:15 PM Grade 1

5:45 PM Grade 6
THURSDAY, APRIL 30

4:15 PM Grades 3 & 4

6:15 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

Harish Support
OFFERTORY 4/19/2009.......ccccciiieeeiee e $8,637
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.

COFEFEE HOUR
WINGS is hosting your Coffee Hour following the 10AM
Mass this Sunday. This will also be the last opportunity to
register for the St. John’'s Women'’s retreat: The Spirituality
of Friendship. We look forward to serving you!

Soul friends, best friends, girl friends, new friends, old
friends... Come contemplate and celebrate the gift of
friendship in your lives.

The Spirituality of Friendship:
A Morning Reflection

St. John’'s Women'’s Retreat
with retreat director Sandra DeRome
Tuesday, April 28
9:30AM — 1PM
Parish Center
Lunch provided

Pre-registration is required. Please contact:
Marie Buckley (mbuckleystin@verizon.net or 435-3313x206)
Patti Cellupica (prcellupica@gmail.com or 435-0456)
Debi Wasilauski (sjwasilauski@comcast.net or 435-7738

Childcare is available ($5 per child)
Contact Maureen Belger prior to the
(mwb583@gmail.com or 508-686-2790)

Remember to Bring a Friend!

retreat

Coffee hour is taking place each Sunday after the 10AM
Mass through June 28. Would you like to help with setup
and cleanup? Volunteer as a family, group of friends or
neighbors, parish organization, religious education class or
other group. No baking involved! Instructions provided.

For more information, call Lynn Maginnis (435-9615) or
Marie Eldridge (435-5436).
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The Mother's Day Carnation Project is the primary
fundraising event held by Birthright of Framingham. The
Birthright center is staffed entirely by volunteers who offer
friendship, emotional support and practical assistance to
women in a crisis pregnancy. Birthright does not charge for
its services, but relies on donations from generous
supporters to continue helping pregnant women in need.
Your support is deeply appreciated. Checks can be made
out to Birthright of Framingham, 971 Concord St.,
Framingham 01701. Any and all contributions are gratefully
accepted.
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He is Risen!




THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

ST. JOHN'S CHILD SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
This weekend commences St. John's Child Sponsorship
program. This is our major parish effort to help poor children
in developing countries through education-related projects.
This weekend Third World Apostolate members will speak at
all Masses. Today's bulletin contains an insert explaining
the projects offered, and tables will be set up at the rear of
the church with more information. The Child Sponsorship
Program campaign will run for two more weekends with
Third World Apostolate members available to answer
guestions after Masses.

TESTAMENT — WEDNESDAY, MAY 6

7:30PM in the LOWER CHURCH
Men of the parish, please join us as we hear from Dr.
Anthony Esolen, professor of English at Providence College
at 7:30PM on Wednesday, May 6 in the lower church. Dr.
Esolen is the author of eight books, the most recent of which
is “The Politically Incorrect Guide to Western Civilization.”
He is a contributing editor to the theological journal,
Touchstone, and is the translator of Dante Aligheri’s Divine
Comedy. Dr. Esolen’s talk is titled “Brotherhood: The
Missing Icon.” For more information about TESTAMENT,
please contact Vince Lawler (435-4352) or Jim Monahan

(435-6541).
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=AUCTION

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE

St. John the Evangelist Youth Ministry Program is
pleased to announce our 1* Annual Dinner and Auction
on Saturday, May 16™ from 6-10PM in the Parish Center.
The theme this year is Mardi Gras and it promises to be a
great night.
As you know, St. John the Evangelist Youth Ministry
Program is an important part of the parish and the
communities of Hopkinton. Every program that is offered is
open to every young person in high school. Youth Ministry
works to foster the total personal and spiritual growth of each
young person; seeks to draw young people to responsible
participation in the life, mission and work of the faith
community; and gives the world a sign of God® Kingdom by
challenging the young to work for justice and peace among
the poor and the oppressed.
It is necessary each year for the Youth Ministry to raise
funds for programs such as summer mission trips (this year
to Honduras and Mississippi), leadership conferences for our
young people, retreat experiences, scholarships, and to
raise money to support the costs associated with running
trips including necessary adult supervision. All proceeds
from the auction go directly to support these projects.
With the help of the St. John's community providing
donations, purchasing raffle tickets and attending the auction
we are able to make a significant impact doing God® work in
the greater community. We thank you all for your support!

RELIGIOUS ED. OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Wednesday..........9:30AM-Noon, 1-4PM
Thursday.......coooevevviiieinnnns 1-4PM

Ascension Thursday........cccoooeeeveeeeiiiiieiieeeeeeennns May 21
Confirmation (2 MasSesS) .............uuvvrrmmmmmneennennnns June 6

ATTENTION PARENTS
Students in grades 3-6 and their teachers have prepared
projects to reflect their learning over the past school year.
Their projects will be on display in the Parish Center during
Coffee Hour THIS Sunday, April 26. All families are invited
to come see their work. It is truly incredible!

The dates have been set! We now need a Core Volunteer
team. The dates are Monday, August 10 through
Thursday, August 13 from 9AM-noon if enough Core

iWe need leaders for: Crafts Outdoor play |
| Pre-K Lessons |
o SHacke RN ey

Before we order supplies, we must be sure we have a
volunteer leadership team. If you can help, call Debbie
(x208) or Carol (x209) at the Religious Ed. Office by
Tuesday, April 28. We must order the program.

Attention Musicians

We are looking for musicians of all ages (drummers,
guitarists, base guitarists, keyboard players, singers,
choreographers and more) to help lead pre-schoolers
through 4th graders at St. John’s Summer Vacation Bible
School with some fantastic worship music. The camp is a
ton of fun and will be held 9AM-noon on August 10713.
Check out the music at www.group.com/vbs/crocodiledock.

If you are available and interested to share your talents, we
will put them to good use. Please contact Ed Baumann
(508-625-1186) or kathyneddy@aol.com.

Holy
Communion

This weekend we welcome 5 children
into full communion with our parish community
as they receive Jesus in the Eucharist for the first time.
Congratulations to them and their families
Morgan Dragsbaek Alison Fujiyoshi
Marie LeBlanc Danielle Sullivan
Sarah Whapham

ST. VINCENT de PAUL
The St. Vincent de Paul Society has been able to help many
families this winter which has left our funds low. Please
donate using the envelopes in the pews. Your generosity
will help many local people. Thank you to all our donators.




APRIL 26, 2009

From the
Pastor's Desk

My brothers and sisters,

This past Sunday at the 10AM Mass we celebrated the first of
our students receiving their First Communion. We will have
many more this Spring (almost exactly 100, all told). It may
be helpful to review how we have come to celebrate this
moment here at St. John’s.

In the past, First Communion was a large-group or class
event. On a particular day, all the children would come to a
special Mass dedicated to this purpose and receive
Communion. Two realities undergirt this form of celebration:
>“The Class” of children prepared for this moment
together.
>There were multiple priests in the parish to handle the
extra Masses.
Neither of these exists anymore. Hence, a change becomes
necessary or possible.

After studying the way this sacrament has come to be
celebrated in other parts of the country (where the priest
shortage is even more severe than in Boston), | adopted a
“hybrid” model where elements of both the traditional large-
group celebration and a smaller setting are offered to parents.

Our large-group celebration will be Saturday May 9 at
11:30AM in the church. | especially like the fact that it is
Mother's Day weekend and that our May Crowning will be
held the next day. | hope most of those students will return
on May 10 to the 10AM Mass for their second Communion
and stay to honor our Blessed Mother.

For the small-groups it is up to the parents to choose the date
and time for their family’s celebration of their child’s First
Communion. Any Sunday Mass is appropriate. The small-
group experience has the following positives:

>The context is Sunday Mass. The presumption is that,
while this is the first time the children receive, they are not
doing anything too different than what they experience every
Sunday — Holy Communion as both the high point and start of
the week.

>Relatives and friends can all sit close.

>All the children can take a meaningful role in the Mass.

>All parishioners come to see the initiation of these
children into the life of the Catholic community as something
they (the parishioners) participate in, and in which they have
an investment — by praying for the children and supporting
the parish that nurtures them.

However it is accomplished First Communion is a wonderful
event in a child’s developing relationship with Jesus. May our
children find many blessings in this moment this Spring.

In His service and yours,
Fr. Paul Clifford



