ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

HOPKINTON

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.
He takes away every branch in me
that does not bear fruit, and everyone that does
he prunes so that it bears more fruit.” ~Jn 15:1-2

Readings for NEXT Sunday, May 17, 2009
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/ 1 Jn 4:7-10/ Jn 15:9-17

SATURDAY, MAY 9

5:00 PM Richard J. Fannon
SUNDAY, MAY 10

8:00 AM Catherine Sullivan
SATURDAY, MAY 16

5:00 PM Scott Casassa
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SUNDAY, MAY 10
12:00 PM Baptism
THURSDAY, MAY 14
6:15 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal
SUNDAY, MAY 17
12:00 PM Baptism
The Mother's Day Carnation Project is the primary

fundraising event held by Birthright of Framingham. The
Birthright center is staffed entirely by volunteers who offer
friendship, emotional support and practical assistance to
women in a crisis pregnancy. Birthright does not charge for
its services, but relies on donations from generous
supporters to continue helping pregnant women in need.
Your support is deeply appreciated. Checks can be made
out to Birthright of Framingham, 971 Concord St.,
Framingham 01701. Any and all contributions are gratefully
accepted. Thank you.

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT weekend at Marian Spiritual Life
Center in Medway from 7PM Friday, May 15 through
1:30PM Sunday, May 17. The $40 fee covers meals &
refreshments. For more information/registration, please
contact David Thorp (508-533-5377x109).

Harish Support
OFFERTORY 5/3/20090......ooccccreeceorseeersssressseeee $9,337

2" Collection NEXT week — Catholic Communications
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.

CATHOLIC APPEAL — 2009

Our appreciation goes out to all the parishioners of St.
John’s who have made a gift to the 2009 Catholic Appeal. If
you have not yet made your gift, please consider making a
pledge this weekend. To date, we have received $56,163
from 140 households, reaching 84.5% of our parish goal of
$66,500. We ask every Catholic family to participate — each
gift makes a difference. You can pick up information packets
with pledge forms in the back of the Church. Please return
your completed pledge/gift in the mail-in the envelope
provided in the information packet. For more information
please visit www.BostonCatholicAppeal.com or call 617-779-
3700. Thank you!

Coffee hour is taking place each Sunday after the 10AM
Mass through June 21. Would you like to help with setup
and cleanup? Volunteer as a family, group of friends or
neighbors, parish organization, religious education class or
other group. No baking involved! Instructions provided.

For more information, call Lynn Maginnis (435-9615) or
Marie Eldridge (435-5436).

THIRD WORLD APOSTOLATE'S

CHILD SPONSOR PROGRAM WRAPPING UP
If you haven't already done so, please stop by the table in
the vestibule today and speak to a TWA member about
supporting a child’s education overseas. This is the last
weekend we will be available after Mass, although donations
can still be mailed in by taking a return envelope home with
you.

There are 4 different projects, each described in the yellow
handout at the back of the church. Through Maryknoll Lay
Missioners, we are hoping to augment teacher salaries in
Chilimarca, Bolivia and there is the option to “adopt” a child
through the Christian Foundation for Children and Aging
CFCA (multiple countries), supporting his/her schooling,
medical care with the opportunity to send and receive letters
and photos.

New to our program this year are two new mission
organizations. The Missionary Sisters of the Presentation
of Mary in Cameroon, Africa have acquired a shed for a
nursery in a poor village and are asking for help to furnish it
with tables, benches and supplies. The Escuelita Nazareth
School in Juticalpa, Honduras serves children and young
people with special needs from families living at or below the
poverty line. The Youth Ministry will be visiting this school
during the mission trip in June. Please consider helping
them in making education available to more children there!
The TWA has a reliable connection to each of these
projects, and we can assure you your donation goes directly
to that project. Providing education is one of the best ways
to help people help themselves, now and for the future!
Thanks for your help!!




FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May is the month of rebirth, renewal, and of

hope. It is also the month when we focus on

Mary, the mother of Jesus. This tradition of

honoring Mary in May started in an organized

way in ltaly in the 1700’s. In the mid 1800’s,
when Mary's Immaculate Conception became Church
doctrine (1854), the devotion spread quickly throughout the
world. We at St. John's will be honoring Mary with a
crowning after the 10:00AM Mass TODAY, Mother’s Day,
Sunday, May 10™. Please join us as we process over to the
statue of Mary on the lawn of the Rectory (weather
permitting, or the statue of Mary in the upper church in case
of inclement weather). We will be singing Marian songs, say
one decade of the rosary, and finish with the crowning of the
statue. If you would like, bring flowers to place around the
statue. Please join us in honoring, on this Mother’s Day, our
spiritual mother, Mary.

St. John the Evangelist Youth Ministry Program is
pleased to announce our 1* Annual Dinner and Auction
on Saturday, May 16™ from 6-10PM in the Parish Center.
The theme this year is Mardi Gras and it promises to be a
great night.

As you know, St. John the Evangelist Youth Ministry
Program is an important part of the parish and the
communities of Hopkinton. Every program that is offered is
open to every young person in high school. Youth Ministry
works to foster the total personal and spiritual growth of each
young person; seeks to draw young people to responsible
participation in the life, mission and work of the faith
community; and gives the world a sign of God® Kingdom by
challenging the young to work for justice and peace among
the poor and the oppressed.

It is necessary each year for the Youth Ministry to raise
funds for programs such as summer mission trips (this year
to Honduras and Mississippi), leadership conferences for our
young people, retreat experiences, scholarships, and to
raise money to support the costs associated with running
trips including necessary adult supervision. All proceeds
from the auction go directly to support these projects.

With the help of the St. John's community providing
donations, purchasing raffle tickets and attending the auction
we are able to make a significant impact doing God® work in
the greater community. We thank you all for your support!

LIFT — Catholic Worship for a New Generation
LIFT is an exciting new monthly worship event, which
includes vibrant praise and worship music, dynamic and
challenging speakers and Eucharistic Adoration. LIFT is for
all ages, young and old and entire families. Join us as we
welcome Fr. Mike Najim as our speaker on Tuesday, May
12 from 7-9PM at Fontbonne Academy — 930 Brook Rd. —
Milton, MA. For more information about LIFT and directions
to Fontbonne, please visit our website at
www.liftedhigher.com. Come join in worship with hundreds
of Catholics from around the Boston area!

RELIGIOUS ED. OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Wednesday..........9:30AM-Noon, 1-4PM
Thursday.......coooevevviiieinnnns 1-4PM

Thanks to the generosity of the following people we have our
leadership for the summer program:

Ed Baumann Clorinda Kirshy
Kathy Baumann Mary Maffiore
Jim Cerruillo Pam Mitchell
Melissa Comiskey Peggy Shaw
Sarah Donnelly Jen White

Lisa Field

We still heed: someone to supervise the nursery for the
children of the volunteers, 1 more person to teach a lesson,
& a pre-school team.

Students in grades 7-12 may apply to be assistants.

Watch for a registration form in next week’s bulletin.

This weekend we welcome 35 children
into full communion with our parish community
as they receive Jesus in the Eucharist for the first time.
Congratulations to them and their families

Riley Babbin Kayla Champagne
Marguerite Gaughan Sarah Glidden
Chase Giriffin Ryan Kelleher
Timothy Lane Allison Marr

Taylor McLaughlin Ivy Missaggia
Andrew Palleiko David Parmenter
William Pawela Lydia Rudden
William Scannell Robert Scannevin
Susanna Schroeder Katelyn Sylvester
Benjamin Wheeler Katherine Woelflein
Landon York Liam Maginnis
Elena Fajardo Cassandra Rizzo
Elyse Carrier Kyle Carrier
Lindsey Carrier Isabella Cerulle

Julia Ciriello Grace Dustin
William Huebner Adam Rowe
Daniel Sage Kyle Stukel
Lo Alexander Wojelk

FATIMA DAY: The Xaverian Missionaries will resume the
traditional Fatima Day celebrations at the Fatima Shrine-101
Summer St. (Rt. 126) in Holliston on the 13th of each
month, May through October. This includes a sing-along
at 6:30PM and a 7PM Mass followed by a candlelight
procession and Rosary. The celebrant on Wednesday,
May 13 will be Bishop John Dooher of the Boston
Archdiocese. Refreshments will be served in the Hall.



MAY 10, 2009

A young and successful executive was traveling down a
neighborhood street, going a bit too fast in his new
Jaguar.

He was watching for kids darting out from between
parked cars and slowed down when he thought he saw
something.

As his car passed, no children appeared. Instead, a
brick smashed into the Jag® side door!

He slammed on the brakes and backed the Jag back to
the spot where the brick had been thrown.

The angry driver then jumped out of the car, grabbed
the nearest kid and pushed him up against a parked car
shouting, “What was that all about and who are you?
Just what the heck are you doing? That® a new car
and that brick you threw is going to cost a lot of money.
Why did you do it?”

The young boy was apologetic. “Please mister, please,
I@n sorry but | didn®know what else to do,” he pleaded.
“I threw the brick because no one else would stop.”

With tears dripping down his face and off his chin, the
youth pointed to a spot just around a parked car. “lt®
my brother,” he said. “He rolled off the curb and fell out
of his wheelchair and | can®lift him up.”

Now sobbing, the boy asked the stunned executive,
“Would you please help me get him back into his
wheelchair? He® hurt and he® too heavy for me.”

Moved beyond words, the driver tried to swallow the
rapidly swelling lump in his throat. He hurriedly lifted
the handicapped boy back into the wheelchair, then
took out a linen handkerchief and dabbed at the fresh
scrapes and cuts. A quick look told him everything was
going to be okay. “Thank you and may God bless you,”
the grateful child told the stranger.

Too shook up for words, the man simply watched the
boy push his wheelchair-bound brother down the
sidewalk toward their home.

It was a long, slow walk back to the Jaguar. The
damage was very noticeable, but the driver never
bothered to repair the dented side door. He kept the
dent there to remind him of this message: “Don® go
through life so fast that someone has to throw a brick at
you to get your attention!” God whispers in our souls
and speaks to our hearts. Sometimes when we don®
have time to listen, He has to throw a brick at us. It®
our choice to listen or not.



