
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST HOPKINTON 
 

 
They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on ente ring 

the house they saw the child with Mary his mother.  
They prostrated themselves and did him homage.  The n 

they opened their treasures and offered him gifts o f 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  ~ Mt 2:10-11 

 
Readings for NEXT Sunday, January 11, 2009 

Is 55:1-11/ 1 Jn 5:1-9/ Mk 1:7-11 
 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 
 10:00 AM  Salvatore Chirco 
MONDAY, JANUARY 5 
   9:00 AM  Deceased members of Gallagher Family 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 
 10:00 AM  Albert St. Jean 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 
   9:00 AM  Grade 2 – Parents & Students 
     followed by attendance at 10AM Mass 
MONDAY, JANUARY 5 
   9:30 AM  Kindergarten 
   2:15 PM  Grade 6 
   4:15 PM  Grades 4 & 5 
   7:00 PM  Grade 9 (Group 1) 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 
   4:15 PM  Grades 3 & 5 
   6:45 PM  Grade 8 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 
   4:15 PM  Grade 2 
   5:45 PM  Grade 6 
   7:00 PM  Altar Server Training 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 
   9:30 AM  God’s Little Angels 
   4:15 PM  Grades 3 & 4 
   6:15 PM  Youth Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 PM  Adult Choir Rehearsal 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 9 
   7:00 PM  MOMS 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 
 12:00 PM  Baptism 
   5:30 PM  Grade 10 – Parents & Students 

 
OFFERTORY 12/28/2008 ........................................... $9,675 
Thank you for your continued support and generosity. 
 

 
As we take a moment to reflect on the year past and pray for 
a hopeful future, we would like to remind you that the yearly 
Christmas Collection supports the retirement, medical care, 
and financial needs of priests of the Archdiocese of Boston.  
If you have not done so already and you wish to do so, you 
may include your completed Christmas Collection envelope 
in today’s collection basket.  Thank you for your continued 
generosity to the church. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU … 
goes out to Selina Paolucci, Sue & Brian O’Keefe, 
Joan Luciano, and Deb Kelly  who, in the midst of all 
the hustle and bustle (and snow!), generously donated 
their time and talent to decorating the church for 
Christmas.  They truly created a beautiful and peace-
filled space to welcome the light of Christ into our 
hearts this Christmas Season.  Aren’t we blessed?  
Thank you from all of us. 
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The annual Christmas Concert given by the Southeastern 
Massachusetts Community Concert Band at St. John’s has 
been rescheduled for THIS Sunday, January 4 at 3PM .  
Come join us in the upper church.  ADMISSION IS FREE!!   
However, a donation of laundry detergent, cleaning supplies, 
coffee, or cocoa is requested for the Hopkinton Food Pantry.  
Everyone is welcome, especially families and “little ones”. 
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The Giving Tree is a wonderful Advent tradition here at St. 
John’s.  This year’s gifts will support the poor in Africa, Haiti, 
Mexico, Ecuador and Peru, as well as the homeless here in 
Worcester.  The Giving Tree is one way to educate 
ourselves about the hard-working priests, nuns, students 
and lay parishioners, the work they do, to help support them 
financially and to send a card or note of acknowledgement, 
encouragement and gratitude. 
Some of the gifts simply request a donation, while others ask 
that you purchase items such as hats/gloves or gift 
certificates for the homeless in Worcester (via the Mustard 
Seed), or basic over-the-counter medications for poor clinic 
patients. 
A document describing the various projects and gift  
designations is located on the table with the tree or go 
to St. John’s website www.stjohnshopkinton.com . 
The Giving Tree will be at the back of the church through 
THIS Sun, Jan. 4 , and gifts can be left there until that date. 
Thank you very much. 
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EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 

TESTAMENT – WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21  
7:30PM in the lower church  

St. Johns TESTAMENT men’s group will meet on 
Wednesday, January 21 at 7:30PM  in the lower church to 
hear Jeff Jacoby, the award-winning columnist for The 
Boston Globe.  Mr. Jacoby marches to the beat of a different 
drummer, and his presentation at St. John's should live up to 
that reputation.  His topic is: "In Defense of 'An Eye For An 
Eye’ (with some thoughts on Matthew 5:38)."  An observant 
Jew and a political conservative, Mr. Jacoby is decidedly not 
a typical Globe columnist.  His "must-read" essays routinely 
generate more letters to the editor than all the others 
combined.  Don't miss meeting one of the region's leading 
opinion journalists. 
 

HONDURAS MISSION TRIP 
June 8 – June 17 

Open to all graduating seniors and college young people 
INFORMATION MEETING 

THURSDAY JANUARY 8 AT 7:30PM 
<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>> 

New at St. John’s starting in 2009  
Junior High Youth Ministry 

Open to all young people in grades 7 & 8 
Need to put together an adult team –  

Please consider joining this important ministry 
FIRST TEAM MEETING 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15 AT 7:30PM 
 

 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

This is the final night  to see the traditional Christmas 
Lights display at the Fatima Shrine (Rte. 126 – Holliston) 
from 5-9PM . 
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Appreciation Dinner ............................................ February 13 
Ash Wednesday ................................................. February 25 
Easter Sunday ........................................................... April 12 
Ascension Thursday ................................................... May 21 
Confirmation (2 Masses) ............................................. June 6 
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The need for food, clothing and shelter continues after 
Christmas for many families and individuals.  Your 
generosity to our St. Vincent de Paul Society and other 
worthy charities will help to alleviate these needs. 
Do you know anyone in need of help with regular daily 
expenses, such as food, rent or heat?  Please leave a name 
and phone number with the parish secretary (435-3313).  A 
member of St Vincent de Paul will be in touch. 
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Donate your old cell phones, digital cameras, game systems 
or laptops to benefit The Hopkinton Senior Center NEXT 
weekend Jan. 10/11  in the boxes at the back of the church. 

RELIGIOUS ED. OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Wednesday……….9:30AM-Noon, 1-4PM 
Thursday………………….……1-4PM 

 

PERSONAL SAFETY CURRICULUM  
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Personal Safety lessons will be taught in grades 3-6 
between January and April.  The schedule for your child’s 
grade indicates the dates these lessons will be taught by a 
team of volunteers who have been specifically trained in the 
Talking About Touching and Keeping Children Safe 
programs. 
Students who are taught at home are invited to attend these 
classes as noted on your child’s grade schedule. 
The lessons will be available for viewing and questions any 
time – contact Carol Zani in the Religious Ed. office. 
 

Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Training Dates  
A one-time  child abuse training by Virtus is mandatory for all 
paid staff and volunteers.  If you have never attended one, 
three will be offered in January.  You must pre-register by 
calling or coming to the religious education office or by 
emailing Tom Hermanowski at thermanowski@comcast.net. 

Sat, Jan. 10  (9AM-Noon)  Room 3 – Parish Center 
Thurs, Jan. 15 (6:15-9:15PM)  Room 3 – Parish Center 
Sat, Jan. 30  (9AM-Noon)  Room 3 – Parish Center 
 

Interested in becoming an ALTAR SERVER ? 
There will be a training class starting THIS Wednesday,  
January 7 th at 7PM in the Upper Church for those interested 
in becoming Altar Servers and their parents .  The training 
class will run for 7 weeks from 7-8:30 on Wednesday 
evenings .  You must be in the 4th grade or higher and must 
be able to commit to serve one or two Masses per month.  If 
you are interested please contact Chris Thayer at 
christinethayer@verizon.net or 435-5321. 
 

 
BABY JESUS  

It was the day after Christmas at a church in San Francisco.  
The pastor of the church was looking over the crèche when 
he noticed that the baby Jesus was missing from among the 
figures.  He hurried outside and saw a little boy with a red 
wagon, and in the wagon was the figure of the little infant 
Jesus. 
So he walked up to the boy and said, "Well, where did you 
get your passenger, my fine friend?" 
The little boy replied, "I got Him at church." 
"And why did you take Him?" 
The boy explained, "Well, about a week before Christmas I 
prayed to the little Lord Jesus and I told Him if He would 
bring me a red wagon for Christmas I would give Him a ride 
around the block in it." 
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE! 



JANUARY 4, 2009 
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We are all stargazers and searchers of one kind or another: 

some of us seek love and belonging in our lives; others of us 

follow stars that we hope will lead to wealth, fame, or power.  

But the Magi set their sights on a different star that leads 

them to God.  Their sightings inspire them on journeys of 

faith, journeys of discovery at the wonder of this gift of life and 

the Giver of life.  The Epiphany – from the Greek word for 

appearance or manifestation – calls us to set our sights on 

the “star” of God that leads us to the joy and lasting treasures 

of the Christ in our midst. 

 
What are the stars that you follow in your life – what “signs” 

do you find yourself paying the most attention to?  Where are 

they taking you?  Is it time to rechart your course? 

 
   from Daily Reflections for Advent & Christmas:  
         Waiting in Joyful Hope 
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from the Center for Liturgy Sunday website 
 
 


