FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

(OVOR

“Watch, therefore; you do not know when the Lord of
the house is coming, whether in the evening, or at
midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. May h e not
come suddenly and find you sleeping.” ~Mk 13:35-36

Readings for NEXT Sunday, December 7, 2008
Is 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

Mass =L

Infenlions
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29
5:00 PM Wilfred Marquis
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
8:00 AM All the Souls in Purgatory
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7
6:30 PM John V. Clifford

foukly Scheule|

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 — NO CLASSES
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1

9:30 AM Kindergarten
2:15 PM Grade 6
4:15 PM Grades 4 &5
7:00 PM Grade 9 (Group 2)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
4:15 PM Grades 3 &5
6:45 PM Grade 8
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3
4:15 PM Grade 2
5:45 PM Grade 6
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4
9:30 AM God’s Little Angels
4:15 PM Grades 3 &4
6:15 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5
7:00 PM MOMS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7
9:00 AM Grade 2 — Students Only
followed by attendance at 10AM Mass
5:30 PM Grade 10 Confirmation
6:30 PM Youth Ministry-Mass then Fatima Shrine

Harish Support
OFFERTORY 11/23/2008.........ccciiiiaiiianieaeniiee e $10,083
Campaign for Human Development................cccuveeee. $2,226

Thank you for your continued support and generosity.

Congratulations!  Our parish has done a great job in
supporting the 2008 Catholic Appeal. We have made our
parish goal of $164,500 from 191 households. Thank you to
all who contributed — we couldn’t have done it without each
one of you! Thank you!

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, we will have a special
collection to provide relief for the people of Haiti whose lives
were severely disrupted during this past hurricane season.
Our friend Fr. Henault has made us aware of the many
needs among the people he serves.

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
Monday, December 8 is a Holy Day of Obligation. Due to
the fact that it falls on a Monday, we will need to alter our
Holy Day Mass schedule for that day. Masses will be:
Monday, December 8 at 6:30AM, 9AM & 7:30PM
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NOte Come to St. John's and enjoy a beautiful
Christmas  Concert given by the  Southeastern

Massachusetts Community Concert Band on Sunday,
December 21 at 3PM in the upper church. ADMISSION IS
FREE!" However, a donation of laundry detergent, cleaning
supplies, coffee, or cocoa is requested for the Hopkinton
Food Pantry. Everyone is welcome, especially families and
“little ones”.
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If so, the Saint Vincent de Paul Society can use your help.
We need people to adopt families and/or donate gift cards.
Please call Colleen (508-497-9144) for more information.
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THIS Sunday afternoon, November 30 ', St. John's will
host an Advent Wreath-Making workshop in the Parish
Center. Haven't got those creative skills? Not to worry.
Several seasoned helpers will be on hand to guide and
assist you. All the materials will be provided. We estimate it
will take you about one hour to create your wreath. You and
your family may drop by any time between 2 & 6PM . The
cost is $15 per wreath.
As this is the first Sunday of Advent, Fr. Paul is happy to
bless your family wreath at the 6:30PM Mass following the
workshop.
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CHRISTMAS EVE (Wed. 12/24) ..... 4PM, 6PM, & Midnight
CHRISTMAS DAY (Thurs. 12/25).......ccccccoeeeeiann o 8 & 10AM
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD (Wed. 12/31...............c.... ... 4PM
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD (Thurs. 1/1 ....... 9AM & 7:30PM




FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Last week we heard from Sr. Anne Fahey, of the Sisters of
Charity, who spoke enthusiastically on their patron, St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first canonized American saint. St.
Elizabeth Seton faced many trials in her life, from the very
early loss of her mother, abandonment from her family,
financial ruin, loss of her husband, rejection of society and
friends upon her conversion to Catholicism, to the young
deaths of three of her own children. Yet, her faith in God
was her strength and helped her not only to survive, but to
thrive as foundress of an order, and trailblazer for the
Catholic parochial school system in America. She appeals
as a role model for so many of us due to a life so rich in
experience, and she calls us to the same love of truth, love
of the poor, love of family, and love of God that she held in
her short life. We will resume THIS Tuesday, December 2
at 9:30AM in the Parish Center.

TESTAMENT — WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17

7:30PM in the lower church
St. John’'s TESTAMENT men’s group will see and hear the
story of Christmas with unique focus on the Blessed Mother
Mary. Dr. Virginia M. Kimball will present “The True Image
of Christmas — its deep spiritual meaning”. The slide
presentation will comprise reflection on the image of the
Christmas crib, and probe examples of the ancient Marian
image of mother and child. Through ancient art, there will be
surprising new perspectives, especially timely for the
Christmas season. The central role of John’s relationship to
Mary and their “family” will be shown for its importance in
Mary's life. The presentation will emphasize the theology
and spirituality of Mary, the young woman who bore the Son
of God.
Dr. Kimball is an expert in the Theotokos (from the Greek,
meaning “Bearer of God”). She is an Adjunct Professor at
Assumption College as well as president of the Ecumenical
Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the USA, former
president and currently a board member of the Mariological
Society of America, and a member of the Orthodox
Theological Society.
For more information, please call Vince Lawler (435-4352) or
Jim Monahan (435-6541).
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The Giving Tree is a wonderful Advent tradition at St. John's.
It is a visible means of uniting the parish in a charitable
cause for the poorest of God'’s children. The Giving Tree will
be in the rear of the church during Advent, and the
ornaments on the tree each list a needed gift. Parishioners
who wish to participate are asked to take one or two
ornaments off the tree, and return the requested gifts to the
collection box (near the tree) before Christmas. You are
encouraged to hang the ornament on your tree at home as a
reminder of our solidarity with the poor.

This year's gifts will help support the poor in Haiti, Latin
America and the Philippines. Some of the gifts simply
request a donation and Christmas card of appreciation, while
others ask that you purchase items for the homeless in
Worcester or basic over-the-counter medications for poor
clinic patients.

RELIGIOUS ED. OFFICE HOURS FOR DECEMBER

Monday — Wednesday................ 9:30AM-Noon, 1-4PM

Interested in becoming an ALTAR SERVER _?
There will be a training class starting January 7" at 7PM in
the Upper Church for those interested in becoming Altar
Servers and their parents . The training class will run for 7
weeks from 7-8:30 on Wednesday evenings You must
be in the 4th grade or higher and must be able to commit to
serve one or two Masses per month. If you are interested
please contact Chris Thayer at christinethayer@verizon.net
or 435-5321.

For those parishioners on our offertory envelope system, you
will notice a Flower Offering envelope in your packet.
(Flower envelopes are also available at the rear of the
church.) These envelopes provide an opportunity to donate
to the flower costs and other altar supplies during the
upcoming Advent and Christmas Seasons. These donations
can be made in memory of loved ones. We will
acknowledge these memorials at the first of the year. There
is no special collection for these envelopes. They can be put
in the regular collection or sent in to the office anytime
between now and Christmas. Thank you.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
The traditional Christmas Lights display at the Fatima Shrine
(Rte. 126 — Holliston) will begin on Saturday, November
29 and continue from 5-9PM daily through Sunday,
January 4 The Christmas Concert featuring the choir of
St. Cecilia’s (Ashland) will take place at 3PM on Sunday,
December 7.

ORGAN CONCERT

You are invited to a concert on Sunday, December 14 at

3PM at St Thomas Aquinas Church (97 South St. — Jamaica
Plain). A program of Advent and Marian music will be
presented by Warren Hutchison (tenor), Catherine Hutchison
(harp), and Lois Regestein (organ). A free-will offering will
benefit restoration of the 1854 historic pipe organ.
Reception to follow. All are welcome.

A Catholic Education is an Advantage for Life

The Placement Test for Catholic High Schools will be
administered on Saturday, December 13 . For registration

forms and information on test locations, contact your local
High Schools or call 800-724-6654.

Marian High School, Framingham — 508-875-7646

St. John’s High School, Shrewsbury — 508-842-8934

Xaverian High School, Westwood — 781-326-6392

Elementary schools have “Open Houses” at various times.
The schools in the area are:

St. Bridget'’s, Framingham — 508-875-0181

Milford Catholic Elementary — 508-473-7303

St. Tarcisius, Framingham — 508-872-8188

St. Bernadette, Northborough — 508-351-9905
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