ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST HOPKINTON
Harish Support
OFFERTORY 12/14/2008 ........cccviieiieeeeieiiiiiieeeeenn $11,858
Collection for Retired Religious ............cccoooeeeiiieiinnnnnn. $3,351

And the angel said to her in reply,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore the child to be born will be called holy,
the Son of God.” ~Lk 1:35

Readings for NEXT Sunday, December 28, 2008
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Col 3:12-21/ Lk 2:22-40
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27

8:00 AM All the Souls in Purgatory

5:00 PM William P. Danahy
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28

8:00 AM Kay Carty

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21

12:00 PM Baptism

3:00 PM Christmas Band Concert — upper church
MONDAY, DECEMBER 22

9:30 AM Kindergarten

2:15PM Grade 6

4:15 PM Grades 4 &5
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23

4:15 PM Grades 3 &5

CHRISTMAS VACATION BEGINS
ON DECEMBER 24
NO RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES
CLASSES RESUME ON SUNDAY, JAN. 4

For those parishioners on our offertory envelope system, you
will notice a Flower Offering envelope in your packet.
(Flower envelopes are also available at the rear of the
church.) These envelopes provide an opportunity to donate
to the flower costs and other altar supplies during the
upcoming Advent and Christmas Seasons. These donations
can be made in memory of loved ones. We will
acknowledge these memorials at the first of the year. There
is no special collection for these envelopes. They can be put
in the regular collection or sent in to the office anytime
between now and Christmas. Thank you.

Thank you for your continued support and generosity.

Your Christmas

Offering
At all the Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, our
only collection will be one to support the retirement, medical
care, and financial needs of priests of the Archdiocese of
Boston. Each one of us can remember fondly those priests
who have baptized your child, withessed your marriage, or
brought the anointing of the sick to a loved one who was
dying. We ask that you give generously on behalf of the
priests who have devoted their lives to God and the good
work of the Archdiocese of Boston. On behalf of all of our
priests, thank you in advance for your generosity.

Take,/-
Note
Come to St. John’s and enjoy a beautiful Christmas Concert
given by the Southeastern Massachusetts Community
Concert Band THIS Sunday, December 21 at 3PM in the
upper church. ADMISSION IS FREE!! However, a donation
of laundry detergent, cleaning supplies, coffee, or cocoa is
requested for the Hopkinton Food Pantry. Everyone is

welcome, especially families and “little ones”.

PRE-CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS
EVERY SATURDAY ..........cccceeee 7:30-8AM & 8:30-9: 15AM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23.................... 2-3PM & 7:30 -9PM
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24....... 9:30-10AM & 1:30-2:30PM
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4™ SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Sat. 12/22) ......c.cocooveuenee . 5PM

4™ SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Sun. 12/23)8 & 10AM, 6:30PM
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CHRISTMAS EVE (Mon. 12/24)...... 4PM, 6PM, & Midnigh t

CHRISTMAS DAY (Tue. 12/25)........ccocvvvevrnn. .. 8 & 10AM
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“What gift can 1 bring the newborn King?”




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Giving Tree is a wonderful Advent tradition here at St.
John’s. This year’s gifts will support the poor in Africa, Haiti,
Mexico, Ecuador and Peru, as well as the homeless here in
Worcester. Here at St. John’s, Advent has become a time to
remember the good work that Catholic missionaries do to
help those most in need in other parts of the world and the
hard-working priests, nuns, students and lay parishioners
who leave behind the comforts of home to live and work
among the poor. The Giving Tree is one way to educate
ourselves about the work they do, to help support them
financially and to send a card or note of acknowledgement,
encouragement and gratitude.

Some of the gifts simply request a donation, while others ask
that you purchase items such as hats/gloves or gift
certificates for the homeless in Worcester (via the Mustard
Seed), or basic over-the-counter medications for poor clinic
patients. You are encouraged to hang the ornament on your
tree at home as a reminder of our solidarity with the poor.
Thank you to the Seventh Grade Religious Education
students, WINGS volunteers and others who helped
make this year’s ornaments!

A document describing the various projects and gift
designations is located on the table with the tree.

A MILLION THANKS
Congratulations to the members of St. John’s parish.
Collectively we have released 3,472,000 Holy Souls from
Purgatory during the month of November. 2,965,000 were
released from the weekend Mass attendees, the 6th graders
in Monday afternoon religious education classes released
212,000, and the daily mass attendees released 295,000.
We released the souls by reciting the prayer that Jesus gave
to St. Gertrude, telling her that each time this prayer is said,
1,000 souls will be released by each person who recites it.
“Eternal Father, in union with the most precious
blood of your Son, Jesus, together with all the
Masses said throughout the world, have mercy
on all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, and on
sinners everywhere, especially sinners in the
universal Church, in my home and in my family.”

MUSTARD SEED
We thank you for your continued support of
the people who come to this Catholic Worker
Soup Kitchen for a nourishing meal. Please
keep sharing from your abundance so that they may live.
Please use the boxes on the tables at the rear of the church
for your donation. Thank you for your continued generosity!

DONATE OLD CELL PHONES, ETC.
Donate your old cell phones, digital cameras, game systems
or laptops to benefit The Hopkinton Senior Center the
weekend of Jan. 13 in the boxes at the back of the church.

RELIGIOUS ED. OFFICE HOURS

Monday & Tuesday this week..........9:30AM-Noon, 1-4PM
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PRAYER AMBASSADORS

First grade teachers are reinforcing the importance of prayer
to encourage children to pray. They have begun a Prayer
Ambassador Project. The children take turns being a Prayer
Ambassador each week by praying for people on their class
prayer list. Each child takes a turn bringing home a Prayer
Medallion and a list of names of the people that the children
and their teacher want prayers for. Parents and their child
are asked to pray for the people on the list each day, then
send the medallion back to class so another child can be the
Prayer Ambassador.

Interested in becoming an ALTAR SERVER  ?
There will be a training class starting January 7 M at 7PM in
the Upper Church for those interested in becoming Altar
Servers and their parents . The training class will run for 7
weeks from 7-8:30 on Wednesday evenings You must
be in the 4th grade or higher and must be able to commit to
serve one or two Masses per month. If you are interested
please contact Chris Thayer at christinethayer@verizon.net
or 435-5321.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
The traditional Christmas Lights display at the Fatima Shrine
(Rte. 126 — Holliston) will continue from 5-9PM daily
through Sunday, January 4

St. Bridget School _is seeking a Director of Advancement.
This 3 day-a-week position in an established office includes
alumni list management, Annual Fund development, grant
research, proposal writing and public relations, and excellent
data base management.

The candidate must be a self-starter and have at least 5
years of solid development experience with a proven track
record, knowledge of the Metrowest community and the
Catholic Church. Please direct all inquiries and resumes to:
Roseanne Mungovan, Principal — St. Bridget School

832 Worcester Rd. — Framingham, MA 01712.

508-875-0181 or rmungovan@saintbridgetsschool.info




DECEMBER 21,2008

This may seem like odd material for a “flap” so close to
Christmas, but a couple of things came across my radar
screen lately that made me go with it.

While this time of year is a time of great celebration for every
Christian, it can also be a dark time, particularly for those
families who've lost a loved one at this time of year. It's also
a time to remember and support those who struggle with
addictions, unemployment, domestic abuse, and other difficult
circumstances.

The first is a “Blue Christmas Service” being held this Sunday
at 5PM at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church here in town (61 Wood
St.). There is a flyer on the center aisle door of the church
with info. It is a non-denominational service of healing,
connecting, sharing, and comfort.

The second item is a poem dropped off by a parishioner. If it
applies to you | suspect you'll find it uplifting. If not, praise
God all the more and remember that it does apply to
someone in your circle of family, in-laws, co-workers, or
friends.

In His service and yours,
Fr. Paul Clifford

My First Christmas in Heaven

| see the countless Christmas trees, around the world below,
with tiny lights like Heaven's star reflecting on the snow.
The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away that tear,
for I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear,
but they cannot compare with the Christmas choir up here.

I have no words to tell you of the joy their voices bring,
for it’'s beyond description to hear the angels sing.

I know how much you miss me, | see pain inside your heart,
but I am not that far away, we really aren’t apart.

So be happy for me loved ones, you know | hold you dear,
Be glad I'm spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

| hold you in my heart from my heavenly home above,
and | send you each a memory of my undying love.

After all, love is a gift, more precious than pure gold.

It's always most important in the stories Jesus told.
Please always love each other, as the Father said to do,
for I cannot count the blessings of love He has for you.

So have a Merry Christmas and wipe away that tear.
For I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.



