St JOHN, OLD SAYBROOK

Readings for the Week of February 8, 2009

Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1329-
Monday: Gn 1:1-19/Mk 6:53-56
Tuesday: Gn 1:20---2:4a/Mk 7:1-13

Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Mk 7:14-23
Thursday: Gn 2:18-25/Mk 7:24-30

Friday: Gn 3:1-8/Mk 7:31-37

Saturday: Gn 3:9-24/Mk 8:1-10

Next Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/1 Cor 10:31---11:1/
Mk 1:40-45

He told them, "Let us go on to the nearby villatiex |
may preach there also. For this purpose have | cbme
So he went into their synagogues, preaching and
driving out demons throughout the whole of Galilee.
Mk 1:38-39

MONTHLY MEETINGS
7:00pm First Monday Ladies Guild
7:00pm Fourth Monday Parish Council
6:30pm Every Wed. Adult Choir
7:30pm Second Wed. K of C 1¢®egree
8:00pm Fourth Wed. K of C"4Degree
10:15-11:30am Every Sat. Youth Choir

7:00pm Third Wed. Columbiettes

church
sSuUpport Tthe  egular  weekly

% collection for the weekend of Feb 1 was $5997. The
& Monthly collection was 2333. Thank you for your
& I"#1$"$ generous support of your parish.




FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

A Note from the Trustees

Pastor Father Joseph Ashe has requested that widetbe parish
with an annual report summarizing information pded to the
Diocese.

We are happy to report that St. John Parish coegina be fiscally
sound. The June 30, 2008 fiscal year end repatosed reflects 4
stronger cash position after expenses than the fisital year. At
this time we would like to recognize Father Joe'sudent
leadership skills in handling parish resources. Wéelld also like
to thank our parishioners for their continued ficiah support
through these particularly difficult economic timesnd
acknowledge those families who have left bequesisur parish.
Lastly, thank-you to those parishioners who givehefir time and
talents as an integral part of making St. John ahw caring
vibrant community.

In our position as parish trustees, we had beerviqusly
appointed and approved with the responsibility dfising the
Pastor on financial matters and overseeing thegiitye of the
parish financial records. If you have questionsuthihe report
included as an insert to the bulletin, please ainthe rectory
office.

Respectfully submitted,

1

Donald S. Brodeur, Jr. and Robert R. Breault

Ladies Guild Potluck Supper and Auction

The St. John's Ladies Guild will be hosting a "Mard i
Gras" Potluck Supper and along with it will be our
exciting "Carmen's Auction”. We will be meeting i
Sheridan Center on Tuesday, February 24th at 6:00 P
for this fun, pre Lenten evening. Please bring any
treasures you would like to have auctioned and also
prepared to bid on other people's treasures. Foll

is the breakdown of foods to be prepared for the po
supper:

n the
M.

be
owing
tluck

A-G bring a vegetable dish
H-O bring a salad
P-Z bring a main dish (meat, chicken, seafood).

We always need canned goods for the Soup Kitchen.
Thanks.

NEW! ONLINE ORDERING
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Knights of Columbus Fr Hussion Councll

Council #2968 is sponsoring an essay contest fot al
8" and 12" graders. The theme of the essay is “The
Responsibility of the Catholic Citizen in a Free
Society.” A %ift card will be awarded to the winne

in 8" and 12" grade. Winning essays will be sent to
the State Level for further competition and prizes.
Applications are available on the event board at tl
rear of the church and through DRE Sherri Potter,
as well as at St. John School and the rectory. €h
deadline for submission is Monday, February 18.
Any questions, please contact Todd Jones of the
Knights of Columbus: tmjones@snet.neor
(203)213-6400.

Saint John Parish, Main St., Old Saybrook will otie
six week Scripture Study on the Gospel According to
St. Mark, every Tuesday beginning Marc¢htBrough
April 7. Two sessions: 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. to
be held in the Sheridan Center, located to theakttre
Church. Registration fee $13. All are welcomallC
860-388-3787 for more information.
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FEBRUARY 8, 2009

Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center in West Hadif
IS sponsoring an evening retreat Feb. 11, 200808t
p.m.:Is This the Church We Want for Our Children?
Shawnee Baldwin will identify strategies for reaaii
out to young people and challenging parishes tukthi
about ministry in an intergenerational way. The
dialogue will identify theobstacles t@andopportunities
for a lively, integrated approach to youth ministry
within parishes. Baldwin is Coordinator of Youthda
Young Adult Ministry in the Archdiocese of Hartford
and Executive Secretary of the National Center for
Catholic Youth SportsThe requested offering of $30
includes dinner.Register online at
www.holyfamilyretreat.orgr send the offering to
HFPRC, 303 Tunxis Rd., West Hartford, CT 06107.
For more information, visivww.holyfamilyretreat.org
or call at 860-521-0440.

Celebration of World Marriage Day Sunday, Februzar2009

Pray for married couples you know, especially those
facing challenges.

Thank a couple (or surviving spouse) whose marrage
touched your life.

Offer to baby-sit for a couple you know so they spend
a few hours together.

Attend Mass, other parish observances, pray thariRos
together this week.

If married, pray for your spouse and for God'’s wallbe
done in your marriage.

Click onto USCCB website: foryourmarriage.org
Click onto Worldwide Marriage Encounter website:
wwme.org

Plan a special meal to celebrate and share withiedar
couples

Every marriage matters, because marriage comestfrerhand of
God. God brings a man and woman together to lowksapport
each other. Their love becomes visible in the childthey bring
into the world and/or in their acts of generosity aervice.
World Marriage Day is sponsored by Worldwide Magga
Encounter and was established to honor husbanavdedis head
of the family, the basic unit of society. ltgas the beauty of
their faithfulness, sacrifice and joy in daily niad life.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter website is:  wwme.org

An initiative of the USCCB is a website: foryourmage.org
Whether dating, engaged, newlywed, in a mature iag®gr or
empty nesters, your relationship can benefit frdicking on to
this website. From what makes marriage work, tadss tips,
prayer, and even compatibility quizzes! the USOEBere to
help make married life easier, more meaningful emdyable.

Prayer for Married Couples

Almighty and eternal God,
You blessed the union of married couples so that thight reflect
the union of Christ with his Church: look with Kiness on them.
Renew their marriage covenant, increase your lotbem,
And strengthen their bond of peace so that, wigir tthildren,
they may always rejoice in the gift of your bleggin

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

United States Catholic Conference of Bishops
foryourmarriage.org

Dear Friends of St Vincent de Paul Place,

Our sincere gratitude to all of you for your generp

response to our Christmas Gift Giving Program. kg
to your spirit of generosity, it was a great susces

Our clients were very happy with the many giftsythe

received at the Christmas celebration. It wasedl
attended and very joyous occasion with lots of Ic

singing, good food and celebrating. We are als@hap
to tell you that, thanks to you, we reached our gba
being able to give our guests a 1 pound box ofaghoi

candy, a gift certificate to Stop and Shop and g dia
toiletries.
The Holiday Gift Giving Program would not be sucl
success without the outpouring of support fromaodl
you. May this New Year be filled with many blessn
for all of you and your families.
Sincerely in St Vincent,

Ron Krom

Executive Director
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