
ST JOHN, OLD SAYBROOK 
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And the angel said to her in reply, "The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of 

God." - Lk 1:35 
Readings for the Week of December 21, 2008 

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/ 
  Lk 1:26-38 
Monday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 
Wednesday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/ 
  Lk 1:67-79 
Thursday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/ 
  Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
 Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
 Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
Friday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22 
Saturday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/ 
  Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12,  
  17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 

 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 

7:00pm First Monday Ladies Guild 
7:00pm Fourth Monday Parish Council 

6:30pm Every Wed. Adult Choir 
8:00pm Second Wed. K of C 3rd Degree 
8:00pm Fourth Wed. K of C 4th Degree 
10:15-11:30am Every Sat. Youth Choir 

7:00pm Third Wed. Columbiettes 
2pm Third Tues. Intercessory Rosary Group 

One of the ministries of the Faith, Hope and Love 
Prayer Group is Intercessory Prayer. If you need prayer 
call Elaine Alfano at  388-2307. 
 

Wedding Banns: 
2nd Time: Heather Cole & Frank Genovese 
 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Diocese of Norwich 
Office of the Bishop 

201 Broadway 
Norwich, Connecticut  06360 

(860) 887-9294 
   MOST REVEREND 
MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.       

Christmas Message 2008 
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 Merry Christmas!  May the spirit of this holy season fill 
your hearts with joy and your homes with peace! 

 Christmas celebrates the great truth that sent by the 
Father,“...the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among 
us.”(John 1:14) 
 In the birth of Our Lord, God reveals His love for us.  
Jesus is the Word, the message of God’s love.  His coming into our 
world not only announces God’s love for us but His birth shows us 
that God has come from Heaven to unite us to Himself.  Jesus’ 
birth allows for no doubt that God is a loving Father who gathers 
us together as members of His family. The message is clear.  God 
wants to share his life.   
 Are we listening to His message?  Or will we let another 
Christmas pass and be unchanged or unmoved by the power of 
God’s love and the nearness of His presence in our lives? 
 
 Today, many are burdened with the uncertainty caused by 
a faltering economy.  Some may find it difficult to focus on 
Christmas while others may not be able to celebrate it as they may 
have been accustomed. Still others will be separated from loved 
ones who are serving in Iraq or Afghanistan. It is all the more 
important that, in these challenging times, we recall the real 
meaning of Christmas, savor its message, and live its spirit. 
Christmas has a message for everyone, a message of hope, of 
peace, and of love. In celebrating Christmas we are united with 
loved ones, regardless of distance or circumstances, and we are 
strengthened by the nearness of our God and Father Who shares 
His Son with us.     
 
 On that first Christmas, we hear the comforting message 
of Jesus’ birth given to shepherds by the Angel.  “Do not be afraid; 
for behold I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people.  For today in the city of David, a Savior has been 
born for you who is Christ and Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)  The birth of 
God’s Son is for all people, for us as well. 
 
  “…God has spoken to us through His Son…. He is the 
radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of his nature…”  
(Hebrews 1:2-3) In Jesus, God is near. And yet, at the same time, 
He is the Word made flesh; Jesus is one with us.  Through His 
birth, God takes human form, becomes one of us, and reveals the 
fullness of His love. Our life’s challenges are not new to Him.  
From joy to sorrow, from courage to fear, from hope to despair, 
from love to rejection, Jesus has experienced the whole range of 
our emotions and challenges. 
 
 In the simplicity of that holy night in Bethlehem, life’s 
deepest meaning is discovered. Our life is not complete without 
love, God’s love.  It is not complete without Christ, the revelation 
of God’s love. “No one has ever seen God; it is only the Son, Who 

is nearest to the Father’s heart, Who has made Him known.”  (John 
1:18) 
 
 Could there be a clearer message of God’s love?  “A light 
will shine on us this day: the Lord is born for us.” (Responsorial 
Refrain—Christmas Mass at Dawn) In His love, we come alive 
and the light of faith shines in our words and actions. (Cf. Opening 
Prayer, Christmas Mass at Dawn)  
 
 Those who heard the shepherds’ account of that holy 
night in Bethlehem were astonished and the shepherds went back 
to their flocks glorifying and praising God for all that they had 
heard and seen. (Cf. Luke 2:18 & 20)  Let the spirit of that first 
Christmas fill our hearts with joy and peace this day and every day. 
Moved by God’s love, we come alive in our worship and praise of 
the Father as we participate in Mass on Christmas. In witness to 
His Son, Jesus Christ, we live the spirit of Christmas by reaching 
out in love to others, especially those in need of love and caring, 
and sharing with them the message and meaning of Christmas, 
Jesus Christ Who is Lord.  The radiance of this holy night in 
Bethlehem lives on in us. Each time we share God’s love with 
others, we live the spirit of Christmas and we light up a world with 
power that comes from God Whose Son made His dwelling among 
us. 
 
 Merry Christmas to you and to all your loved ones! 
 
       
 Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
       
 Bishop of Norwich 

We would like to welcome Alice Magdalen 
Finnegan daughter of Richard and Aimee Finnegan 
who was baptized here at St John on Sunday December 
14, 2008 
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NEW! ONLINE ORDERING 
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
Confessions: 
Monday  Dec. 21, 7:00pm 
 
Masses: Dec 24th  4pm in the 

Center 
  11pm in the Church 
  Dec 25th 7:30am  
    9:15am 
    11:00am 
All Christmas Day Masses will be in the 
Church 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
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New Years Eve Prayer Party and Mass All 
Welcome 
Hosted by: Spiritual Renewal Services 
Place:   St Mary Church Coventry 
Date:   Wednesday December 31 
  7:30pm to 9:00pm Eucharistic Adoration 
  Closing with benediction 
  9-10pm- Social 
  10:15  Mass 
This is a wonderful way to end the old year and to 
welcome the New Year. 
 
Mary: The Mother of God-Four Week Video Program 
Date: Wed- January 7,14, 21, 28, 2009 
Time: 1:00-2:30pm 
Facilitated by: Nancy Delaney 
Place: Spiritual Renewal Center 
 11 Bath St 
 Norwich Ct 06360 
Please call 860-887-0702 to register 
Hear us Now  
Strengthening the Catholic Viewpoint in the Political 
Arena workshop sponsored by the Ct. Catholic 
Conference.  
This workshop is for anyone interested in bringing the  
Catholic viewpoint to our elected officials, organizing a 
parish advocacy group and learning about the 
Conference’s 2009 legislative priorities.  
Some topics covered will be : 
Overview of the legislative Process 
How to effectively interact with elected officials 
Organizing an advocacy group in your parish 
Coordinating our efforts at the parish and state level 
2009 legislative agenda of the Ct Catholic Conference 
Registration 5:30-6:00pm (light supper provided) 
Program 6-8:30pm 
Tuesday January 6 St Joseph Church Occum 
RSVP 860-524-7882 
 
 


