








Thirty-third Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Sunday, November 15

The Thirty-third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time

4:30 anticipated Mass: Peter, 
Nicolina and Anthony Previte

8:00: Albert and Louise      
Castellarin

10:30: Helen McNeil

Sunday, November 22

The Thirty-third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time

8:00: Albert and Louise    
Castellarin

10:30: Helen McNeil

Monday, November 16

St. Margaret of Scotland (1046-
1093), queen and widow

optional memorial

A Hungarian princess, Mar-
garet married Malcolm III of 
Scotland.  She proved to be 
the ideal wife, mother, and 
servant of the poor. 

Tuesday, November 17

St. Elizabeth of Hungary (1207-
1231), queen, widow, religious

memorial

This beloved saint had such a 
deep love for the poor that 
even her husband was 
shocked by it.   When she 
brought a sick beggar home 
and tucked him into the royal 
bed, the king was enraged, 
yet it is said when he tore the 
covers off he saw not a beg-
gar, but the crucified Christ.  
From then on, he understood 
his wife’s devotion.

Wednesday, November 18

St. Rose Philippine  Duchesne, 
virgin (1769-1852)

memorial

9:00: no intentions

St. Rose Phillipine was called 
by the Potawatami Indians 
“the woman who prays al-
ways.”  At 49, she was sent 
from France as a missionary 
to Missouri, establishing a 
free parish school, a boarding 
school, and a school for Na-
tive Americans. 

Thursday, November 19

Thursday of the Thirty-third 
Week in Ordinary Time

9:00: no intentions

Friday, November 20

Friday of the Thirty-third 
Week in Ordinary Time

9:00: no intentions

Thirty-third Week 
in Ordinary Time 

Saturday, November 21

Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

memorial

Anticipated Mass for Our Lord 
Jesus Christ the King

Solemnity, the Last Sunday of 
the Year

4:30: Matthew Blois

Sunday 8:00: Richard Muse, 
Alice Fucci, Adelina and 
Adolfo Cillo

10:30: Fannie Ciulla

Pope Pius XI created the 
Solemnity of Christ the King 
in the 1920’s.  He said that 
documents do not move 
hearts, but celebration of 
feasts does.   He said that he 
desired to celebrate the feast 
in a “way that will move and 
teach all the faithful, and 
truly engage every member.”  
Do our liturgies reflect the 
Christ we meet today - a king 
like no other - robed in maj-
esty yet handed over to be 
crucified?

This Week: An American Saint
Saint Rose Philippine Duchesnes

You may be aware 
that the Vatican is 
conducting an “Ap-
ostolic Visitation” of 
American sisters.    
This is a serious 
moment in the his-
tory of these orders, 
which frequently 
began and flour-
ished despite lack of 
support, or attempts 
to control their life 
and mission by 
bishops. Our most 

recently canonized American saint, St.  Mother Theo-
dore Guerin of Indiana, was even excommunicated 
by her bishop at one time for resisting his attempts to 
overrule her governance of the Sisters of Providence!   
(www.spsmw.org)  At this moment, it is important for 
Catholics to learn and reflect on the contribution and 
ongoing mission of our congregations of women re-
ligious.  Unlike any other country, the contribution of 
women religious built the church in this country.  In 
some cases, nuns were on the scene long before the 
first priests arrived, particularly in the midwest and 
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far west, founding orphanages, schools,  and hospi-
tals, standing with the poor.    One American saint, 
Rose Philippine Duchesnes,  is greatly loved in the 
midwest for her pioneering missionary spirit.    As 
fore-mother to tens of religious sisters in the United 
States, she reminds us of their continued dedication 
to their diverse and dynamic missions.

Rose lived through the upheavals of the French Revo-
lution, establishing a secret school for the poor and 
hiding priests from the Terror.    She had joined a re-
ligious order as a young girl, but the revolution 
closed all convents and monasteries and she was 
forced to return home to Grenoble.  Later, she joined 
St.  Madeline Sophie Barat in founding the Society of 
the Religious of the Sacred Heart, an order acclaimed 
for educational excellence for women around the 
world.  Today, as in the days of St. Rose, the Society 
has made a new commitment to serving the poor.   
Today’s saint was a person of uncommon determina-
tion.  She led 5 nuns to Missouri in 1818, and began a 
small school in a log cabin, and she fought prejudice 
against Native Americans and African Americans.   
The missionary trip itself was the first of many trials: 
the voyage to New Orleans took eleven weeks, and 
the route up the Mississippi took seven weeks more!  
When she arrived, the bishop admitted that he had no 
means to support the nuns, and no mission for them, 
and he told her he would not approve her desire to 
live among the Native Americans.   He sent her to the 
remote village of St. Charles where she suffered in-
credible hardships for many years.   When she was 
71, she began a mission with the Potawatami Indians 
in Sugar Creek, Kansas.    She prayed while the other 
sisters taught.  As a prank, the children would sneak 
into chapel and sprinkle slips of paper on the back of 
her habit.  Hours later, when they returned, the paper 
would be undisturbed.   They named her ‘the woman 
who prays always.   

You can learn about the saints at the excellent website 
www.americancatholic.org,  which includes daily fea-
tures and podcasts.   You can learn more about St. 
Rose Philippine’s community, the Religious of the 
Sacred Heart,  at www.rscj.org or 
www.rscjinternational.org    Today, over 3,500 sisters 
serve in 34 provinces in 45 countries.  They work not 
only in education, but with migrants,  idigineous peo-

ple and refugees, in advocacy for poor women, and as 
lawyers, professors, physicians, and pastoral workers.
There’s is an inspiring story well worth reading about 
on their excellent websites. 

Scripture Today:  
One Thing Necessary
The main readings for Sunday are called “apocalyptic 
literature.” You will find the images jagged and dark. 
“A time unsurpassed in distress,” when “. . . some 
shall live forever, others shall be an everlasting horror 
and disgrace.” “The sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light,  and the stars will be fal-
ling from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will 
be shaken.”*

Why such difficult imagery now, especially with Ad-
vent only two weeks away?

Recall that today we find hundreds of competing ide-
ologies knocking each other over to get to us. Com-
mercials able to reshape our lives. To shampoo your 
hair makes you ecstatic (do you have a corn-cob-
eating grin on your face as you wash your hair?). Ad-
vertising a car that can “save your soul.” Casual sex 
without commitment is a taken for granted. Free ca-
ble movie channels censure out words referring to 
bodily functions, but freely engage in the blasphe-
mous use of God’s name, Jesus’ name, for no real rea-
son.  On top of such destabilizing media forces, the 
world is faced with crises every bit as bad as apoca-
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lyptic literature might suggest. Wars without any real 
goal, economic troubles that wreck people’s lives, 
toxic wastes, holes in the ozone layer, major climate 
changes, just to start the list.

Now, there are more than a few grains of hope. At the 
end of the First Reading we find a beautiful promise 
of rescue:

The wise shall shine brightly 
like the splendor of the firmament, 
and those who lead the many to justice 
shall be like the stars forever.

This passage brings us peace; it lets us relax.

But should we relax? Should we take nourishment 
from such beautiful words when the greatest crises in 
history are frowning us in the face?

I could make the present reflection into a campaign 
for action, action now. Reform television, recordings, 
movies, video games, and so on. Stop spending the 
money of the poor on luxuries that 50 years ago we 
never would even have dreamed of. Reinstate hon-
esty and fairness instead of greed as our goal in life. 
Get to Africa and to the ghettos; care for individuals 
and families who otherwise have no chance. Shine 
brightly by helping rightly.

The quandary with this reasoning is not that it is 
wrong. It is right. But how can you or I have any ef-
fect on the enormity of our situation? Shouldn’t we 
simply relax and wait?

There are two responses to this question.

First, get smart. Examine carefully what you can do 
and with what effect. It is not true that you and I are 
helpless, no matter how we feel.

God grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change; 
courage to change the things I can; 
and wisdom to know the difference.

Second, let our courage rest in divine help. Remember 
the famous passage from Jeremiah:

I know well the plans I have in mind for you, says the 
Lord, plans for your welfare, not for woe! plans to 
give you a future full of hope. When you call me, 
when you go to pray to me, I will listen to you and 
bring you back (Jeremiah 29:11).**

Let us let God listen to us, and guide us this future.

Then we will be ready for Advent.

Fr. John Foley, S.J. 

Inspiring Afternoon with Immaculée 
Ilibagiza, Rwanda Genocide Survivor

Neighbors Who Care, a foundation of the Gray Nuns,  
is happy to present Immaculee Ilibagiza speaking on 
the "Power of Forgiveness"   Sunday November 22, 
2009 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the National Heri-
tage Museum, 33 Marritt Road, Lexington, Massachu-
setts.   She is an amazing speaker - and this program 
is highly endorsed to Incarnation youth and adults. 

Immaculee Ilibagiza, a survivor of the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide, is a living example of faith put into action.  
Immaculee found help and solace in prayer, and is the 
author of Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst the Rwan-
dan Holocaust.

Donations for tickets will be gratefully accepted: 
$20.00 for adults; and $10.00 for students. For tickets 
please contact Sr. Dorothy Cooper at 781-674-7405, or 
Eve Carr at 781-893-1860.   
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New Pastoral Parish Council

The new Parish Pastoral Council will be convened on 
Thursday evening, November 19 from 7:00 to 8:30.   
This first meeting will be an opportunity to meet one 
another and share what works best in our parish, and 
which area needs the most attention to thrive.   Our 
parish vision statement will be the basis for this dis-
cussion. 

Father James Field, chair (ex-officio)

Elizabeth Keeley, vice-chair (elected)

Laura Castergine    Pat Fallon Kane

Andi Taffe     Betsey Powers-Sinclair

Jonathan Kranz      Paul Tarpey      Tom Ciulla     

Ellen Woods        Kelly Sikemma     Bob Durant 

Sister Mary Murphy, S.N.D.deN.

Pat Marchand   Michael Boretti

Joseph Terranova, Jr. + youth rep

Dick McConville          Joseph Sullivan

Bill Ferrara    Paul Ahern

Erin Foote     Kevin Cronin

Christine Primiano     Rachel Caffey + youth rep

Sandi Sweezy

Thanksgiving Interfaith Service

Tuesday, November 24

7:00 p.m.

Temple Beth Shalom

sponsored by the
Melrose Clergy Association

This is the first interfaith service  hosted by our 
friends at the rededicated Temple Beth Shalom.            
Plan to participate in this beautiful opportunity 
to gather as Godʼs beloved children and give 

thanks.

Thanksgiving Day Mass

8:00 a.m.

We begin one hour earlier to allow for 
football games, parades, and kitchen duty!
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High School Open House
December 8, 2009

6:00 – 8:00PM

Pope John XXIII High School
888 Broadway, Everett, MA 02149

www.popejohnhs.org

“Pope John is an excellent choice!  
We provide student-centered education that 
respects each child's individuality while also 

valuing the role that families                         
and communities play in their education.”

Kathleen Donovan, President

For further information please contact:
Office of Admissions

617.389.0240 x16

Accredited by the New England Associa-
tion of Schools and Colleges

More Help with Scripture:  
 
 

The Historical Context of Today’s Gospel

Mark’s Jesus is absolutely convinced that everything 
he has announced will occur during the lifetime of his 
audience. We know Jesus died around 30 C.E., and 
the Temple was destroyed in 70 C.E.

That Jesus survived birth and lived approximately to 
the age of thirty places him in a very select 10 percent 
of the population of his time and place. A large por-
tion of Jesus’ audience would have been considerably 
younger than he, severely disease-ridden, and facing 
ten or fewer years of life-expectancy.

In the light of this data from paleopathology (the 
study of ancient disease), it would seem Jesus ex-
pected the political end of Israel much sooner than it 
actually occurred.

He is so positive that he gives his word of honor: 
“Truly, I tell you” and “Heaven and earth will pass 

away but my words will not pass away” (vv. 30-31). 
Secrecy, lying, and deception are so integral a part of 
safeguarding Mediterranean honor that people are at 
a loss to know when someone is telling the truth. To 
guarantee the truth of what one says, a person swears 
an oath: “By my life;” “As I live,” “Truly, Truly I say 
to you,” and the like.

Another way to guarantee the truth of one’s state-
ment is to say, “even if the impossible should happen, 
what I tell you is impossible not to happen. Heaven 
and earth are God’s good creation and will last for-
ever. Even if you can imagine the impossible (that 
they will disappear), my impossible sounding state-
ment is definitely going to occur.”

Westerners love to plan for the future. They invented 
future planning, believing they can estimate and 
cause events to take place within the next five to 
twenty-five years. Like the disciples, they too would 
like to know and try to calculate when “the end” will 
happen. As the year 2000 approache(d), many Chris-
tians (attempted) to make a similar guess-timate.

Everyone needs to re-read Jesus’ final words: “No one 
knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father” (Mark 13:32). And he’s not telling!

Dr. John Pilch, Georgetown University
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HOW TO FIND US

As a Catholic parish in the Archdiocese of Boston, we 
are committed to excellence in liturgy, service, 
hospitality, and life-long learning, all centered on 
Christ. 

429 Upham Street, Melrose, MA 02176

Office: Monday to Friday, 9:30 am to 4:30

1-781-662-8844  Office
 
                 
1-781-662-9340  FAX

1-781-662-7050     Faith Formation

e-mail: i.rectory@comcast.net 

website: www.incarnationmelrose.org

To view bulletin, click “bulletin 
archive,” and then, “parishes on 
line.”

Parish Staff

Rev. James A. Field, Pastor   
jamesfield@aol.com 

Linda Swett, Pastoral Associate 
linswett@aol.com 

Ann Lahiff, Assistant for Faith Formation  
AnnLahiff7@aol.com

Midge Curran, Secretary  

David St. Clair, part-time Director of Maintenance

Sue Caffey, Administrative Assistant                                     

Shawn Gelzleichter,  Director of Music Ministries 
sgelzleichter@gmail.com      

LITURGY                                                             

Lord’s Day: Saturday 4:30; Sunday 8:00 and 9:30 (Fa-
ther’s Day through Labor Day)      Daily Mass is from 
Wednesday through Friday at 9:00

SCRIPTURE STUDY
 
 


Every Friday morning after Mass we share coffee and 
conversation about God’s Word for the week.  Every-
one is welcome in this lively and interesting forum.

RECONCILIATION
 
 
 
 

Saturday, 3:30 - 4:15 pm, or by appointment at any 
time.   

JOINING OUR COMMUNITY

We’re happy you’re here!  New beginnings are not 
always comfortable,  but we’re easy to get to know. 

No matter what your journey has been, we want to be 
your companions for the next steps, to share the Gos-
pel together and to help each other along the way.    
Most of us are from within parish boundaries in Mel-
rose and Saugus, but we have parishioners from as 
far afield as Georgetown and Framingham!    Our of-
ficial territory extends from just east of Lebanon 
Street in Melrose, to just west of the Fellsway.    We 
trace a boundary line along Route One in Saugus, and 
Main Street in Saugus.   We include Sheffield Heights 
and Avalon Steven’s Pond in Saugus.    Please intro-
duce yourself to a staff member,  drop in for coffee on 
Sunday, or stop by the rectory to register as a parish-
ioner here.

ADULT INITIATION, RCIA


We are always ready to begin the process by which an 
adult or older child becomes a Catholic, 
either by full initiation in baptism, or by 
reception into full communion.   We are 
also happy to prepare you for adult 
confirmation.  

BAPTISM FOR INFANTS
 
 

 Normally,  the baptism of infants is cele-
brated within the Sunday assembly at a 
time convenient to the parents.   Parents 
must be parishioners here or have a let-

ter of permission from their pastor.  Linda Swett is the 
staff contact person for preparation. 

GENERATIONS OF FAITH

            


We are a community of life-long learners.  Our parish 
program of inter-generational learning and celebra-
tion of faith is called Generations of Faith.  Materials 
are in the Church or available at our Faith-Formation 
Office through Ann Lahiff. 

MARRIAGE
 
 
 
 


The engaged couple must contact Father Field at least 
six months in advance, preferably a year ahead.  

CARE OF THE SICK

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy 
Communion for the home-bound, or Viaticum for the 
Dying, please contact the parish office.  It is always 
possible to anoint the sick during regularly sched-
uled liturgies.   All you have to do is ask!

ORDER of CHRISTIAN FUNERALS


The parish is prepared to celebrate the Vigil (wake) in 
the Church, and our Funeral Directors are happy to 
accommodate your wishes.                        
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