


April 12, 2009 Blessed Sacrament Parish & Saint Margaret Parish Easter Sunday

Blessed Sacrament Parish Saint Margaret [arish
i+5ummer Strcet Saugus, MA 431 ]_incoln Avenue Saugus & No. Reve.re, MA
Rectory Phone: 781233 2497 Rectory Phone: 781233 1040

Fastoral Team
Fathchcorgc . Morin & ]:athchanicl F McCog

)Crgeorge@Parishmailicom )Crclanmccog@gahoo.com
Mass | imes
Weekend Masses: Weekend Masses:
Saturclay @ 4:00 pm Saturclay @ 4:00 pm & 5:30 pm
Sunday @ 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am Sunday @ 8:30 am & 10:00 am
Dailg Mass at Blcsscd Sacrament: Dailg Mass at Saint Margarct:
9:00 a.m. Thursclag, ]:riclag & Saturclay 9:00 a.m. Monclag, Tuesclag & Wednesclay

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
5aturdag: 3:00 pm to 345 pm and by reques’c

Rev. Felix Prior, O'Carm — Sund39 Assistance Rev. | awrence Wctthcrhdm —Weekend Assistance
Rev. James Riley - Mid week Assistance Rev. Vincent Comejo— Weekend Assistance
Deacon Francis M. Gaﬁ:neg — FPermanent Deacon Rev. Donald 51461':‘3, SVD—Mid week Assistance
Martha (G. | ecaroz — [arish Secretarg Andrea Alberti - Youth Ministry

Donna Zinna — Ke!igious [ ducation-781 231 3699 Ben Di5cil:>io - Music Director
| orraine Fcrc”a—— Frogram (oordinator

th"is Bunnc” ~ Music Director

Debora Fi”sburg ~ Parish Housekeeper

Nicholas Ra{:tc]is — Bui]dings and (Grounds

THE SACRAMENT OF BAFTISM
USua”g held on the second Sunclag of the month. USua”g held on the third 5unc]ag of the month.
F|casc call the chtorg to schedule F|casc call the Rcctorg to schedule

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

COUPICS Planning to marrg arc cncouragccl to SCthU]C morec than onc 3car in aclvancc.

The Archdiocese rcquircs at least six months notice.

Sick and [Homebound
If you know someone in the Parish who is sick or homebound and who would like to receive the [ ucharist,

Plcasc nothcy the rectory.

WELCOME‘ New Farishioncrs
Flcasc introduce 3oursc|1c to one anothcr, as well as to the Pricst fo“owing Mass .

Also, Pleasc call the rectorg to rcgistcr, We want to know our Parishioncrs and to serve your needs.
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Mass Intentions at Blessed Sacrament

Memorial Mass
Memorial Mass
Memorial Mass
Memorial Mass
Memorial Mass

John Faragi Sr.

Harry Gerrit

Mary L. Signoretti

Mary L. Signoretti
James & Janice Canole

Matthew D. Webb (10th Anniv.) & Bridget Webb Memorial Mass 9:00 a.m. Sunday

James & Dorothy Boyle Memorial Mass

9:00 a.m. Thursday (4/16/09)
9:00 a.m. Friday (4/17/09)
9:00 a.m. Saturday (4/18/09)
4:00 a.m. Saturday (4/18/09)
7:30 a.m. Sunday (4/19/09)

(4/19/09)
(4/19/09)

10:30 a.m. Sunday

Mass Intentions at Saint Margaret

Mary Ann Frassica
Edwin & Lucian Cherubin Memorial Mass
Rita Benson Memorial Mass
Marie Green & Angelo Sapochetti  Memorial Mass

Birthday Remembrance

Andrew Boi (29th Anniv.) & Ambrose Moi (18th Anniv.)

Rocco LaVacca
Margie Santosuosso

5th Anniversary Mass
Memorial Mass

8:30 a.m. Sunday (4/12/09)
10:00 a.m. Sunday (4/12/09)
9:00 a.m. Tuesday  (4/14/09)
4:00 p.m. Saturday (4/18/09)
5:30 p.m. Saturday  (4/18/09)
8:30 a.m. Sunday (4/19/09)

10:00 a.m. Sunday (4/19/09)

Daily Mass. On Wednes
day, March 18, a group of
Parishioners of both Blessed
Sacrament and Saint Marga
ret Parishes met to prepare
for the fact that beginning on
Monday, April 13 there will
only be one daily Mass in
the community. The genera
consensus was that morning
Mass would continue to be at 9:00 am. with Mass
being at Saint Margaret’s on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday and at Blessed Sacrament on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday; that the rosary would be recited
beginning at 8:30 am. each morning till leaving a
period of quiet time prior to the beginning of Mass,
that people of both Parishes would be invited to
serve as Altar Servers, Lectors and Ministers of Holy
Communion at either Church; that Holy Communion
would be offered under both species, namely the Eu-
charistic Bread and Wine; that singing hymns would
be welcome; and, that we would try this new plan for
six months, then see how it is working out.

Announced Masses: Both Churches have a number
of announced Masses that have been “booked.”
Martha at Blessed Sacrament and Carol at Saint
Margaret’s are in the process of rescheduling these
Masses. We ask everyone's patience and under-
standing during this period of change and transition.

We pray for Peace in the
World, an end to war and
terrorism, an end to world
hunger, our men & women
in the Armed Services,
Patrick McMorrow, Mi-
chael McMorrow, Joseph
DePietro, John Scott,
Brian & Stephanie Howard, and Kevin Howard,
Timothy Perkins, and Alison Perkins, Lt. Max-
well Palumbo, Sgt. Paul J. Eaves

The Sick: Karen Shirk, Chris McMahon, John
Welsh, Lynda Mscisz, Father James Field, Father
Thomas Nestor, Kayden Devine, Alexander M os-
suto, Debbie Maher, Thomas Kehoe, Michad
Doto, Kevin Riordan, Charlie Leonard, Gerry
Bradlee, Michaedl McGrath. Lila June Brown,
Nancy Patti, Gini Atwood, Grace Egan

LORD

Hear Our Prayers

The Faithful Departed: Jeremy Fraser

“Nobody is a nobody; nobody is
W— unwanted. All are wanted by

God, and therefore to be re-
Lll:E spected, protected and cherished

by us,” wrote Father Richard John
Newhaus. Is this not the message
of Christ’s dying and rising,—not
just for certain people but for al?
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BLESSED SACRAMENT
FINANCIAL BLESSINGS

Last Sunday’s collection was $5,287 with 259 enve-
lopes. An additional $745 was received from mail-in
contributions.  $3,555 was received for the Renova
tion Fund. Attendance at Mass was 1,397 people.

SAINT MARGARET FINANCIAL BLESSINGS

Last Sunday’s collection was $3,856 and the Parish
Monthly Collection was $2,195. Attendance at
Mass was 826 people. Thank you for your generos-
ity to the needs of the Parish and to the mission of
the Church.

Please keep in your prayers
this couple preparing for
marriage:

#3 David M. Hodge & Cristina Meola

BLESSED SACRAMENT
SECOND COLLECTIONS

April 11 & 12 - Clergy Benefit Trust

SAINT MARGARET
SECOND COLLECTIONS

April 11 & 12 - Clergy Benefit Trust

Easter Collection: The priests of the Archdiocese
of Boston wish you a Blessed Easter and Easter Sea-
son. Today’'s collection supports their retirement
and medical care costs. Please be as generous to this
important collection as your means alow. On behalf
of al our brother priests, we thank you for your
kindness and generosity. Fathers George & Dan

Baptism

Preparation:
At Blessed

Sacrament
Church, the
Sacrament of
Baptism s
usually celebrated on the second Sunday of the
month. Prior to the Baptism of children Parents and
God-Parents are to participate in a Baptism Prepara-
tion Program. At Blessed Sacrament, the Prepara-
tion Class is held monthly. Upcoming dates are:
April 14, May 19, June 9, July 7, August 4, Septem-
ber 8, October 6 and November 3. Call Blessed Sac-
rament at 781-233-2497 to register for the above.
At Saint Margaret, the Sacrament of Baptism is usu-
ally celebrated on the third Sunday of the month.
The Preparation Class is held every other month,
usually on the first Thursday. Upcoming dates are:
June 4, August 6, October 8 and December 3. Call
Saint Margaret at 781-233-1040 to register for the
above. Baptism Preparation begins at 7:00 p.m. at
both Churches.

Grand Annual Collection: We are grateful to those
who have generously contributed to this year's
Grand Annual Collection. At Blessed Sacrament
Parish $45,945 has been received, and at Saint Mar-
garet Parish $28,130 has been received. All monies
collected through the Grand Annual Collection are
used entirely for the programs and property needs of
each respective Parish. Thank you for your generos-
ity. If you have not donated to the Grand Annual,
may we suggest a gift to your Parish at this time.
We appreciate your consideration.

You arethe Win-
ner! Married
couples, skip the
lottery this month
and treat yourself
to a Marriage En-
counter Weekend,
your ticket to better communication and more love.
The next Marriage Encounter Weekends in New
England are April 17-19, April 24-26, and June 19-
21. For information call Ralph & Jane Becker at 1-
800-710-WWME or visit www.wwmeMA .org.
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}ESUS called us to “love one another.” Our Lord’s example
and words demand care for the “least of these” from each of us. Yet
they also require action on a broader scale. Faithful citizenship is
about move than elections. It requires ongoing participation in the
continuing political and legislative process.

Fasthful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Political Responsibility




April 12, 2009

Blessed Sacrament Parish & Saint Margaret Parish

Easter Sunday

Scripture for the week of April 12, 2009

12 SUN Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Col 3:1-4 or 1
Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mk 16:1-7
or, at an afternoon or evening
Mass, Lk 24:13-35

13 Mon Acts 2:14, 22-33/Mt 28:8-15

14 Tue Acts 2:36-41/Jn 20:11-18

15 Wed Acts 3:1-10/Lk 24:13-35

16 Thu Acts 3:11-26/Lk 24:35-48

17 Fri Acts 4:1-12/Jn 21:1-14

18 Sat Acts 4:13-21/Mk 16:9-15

19 SUN Acts 4:32-35/1 Jn 5:1-6/Jn 20:19-

31

The Catholic Appeal: The
results for the Catholic Ap-
pea are updated weekly.
Congratulations to the re-
sults after just three weeks.

Blessed Sacrament Parish
110 donors have contrib-
uted or pledged $13,470.00
which is 41.4% of the Par-
ish goal of $32,500.00.

Saint Margaret Parish
69 donors have contributed
or pledged $10,676.00
which is 49.7% of the Parish goal of $21,500.00.

This year’s Catholic Appeal isonly in its first month
and already our Parishes have arrived at significant
levels of support. We are grateful for your generos-
ity to the Mission of the Church in the Archdiocese.

If you have not contributed or made a pledge to the
Catholic Appeal as yet, please consider a gift today.
Information packets with pledge cards are available
at the Church doors. Please know that every gift
matters. Thank you.

Religious Education Grades 1-8

Our religious Education classes are completed for
this year.

Thanks to all for your support last Sunday when we
were unable to use the high school for all of our
classes.

Please watch the bulletin and e-mail announcements
for registration 09 information.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
One of the great joys of the Easter season is the re-
ception of First Holy Communion. This year we
have 86 children preparing for the sacrament. These
celebrations will be on the following dates and
times:
Sunday, April 6 at the 9:00AM Mass
Saturday, May 2 at 10:30AM and 1:30PM
Sunday, May 3 at the 9AM Mass
Please join usin praying for our First Communicants
asthey prepare to receive Jesus for the first time and
that they may truly believe in the True Presence of
Jesus' Body and Blood in the consecrated bread and
wine.

The rehearsal dates and times for First Holy Com-
munion are as follows:

First Communion Rehearsal
Sunday, April 26
Tuesday April 22 6-7:30PM
Saturday, May 2
Tuesday, April 28 4-5:30PM
Saturday, May 2
Tuesday, April 28 6-7:30PM
Sunday, May 3
Thursday, April 30 6-7:30PM

- (71—1;‘.('. percent of I:‘.‘n‘:{ s
R oman ( “atholic. fl‘u C “atholic (.‘_|'1ur'c]'1 |

has been in [1';%::{ for 400 years.

5.‘":1? C-_ll;l[‘lﬂii B:“.I'i‘t'f:l r\;‘)'.{_}”.'i is the
F;il'r‘on \‘__._-7.'11:1!' of WU:‘L’.IH‘;-_{‘ mothers.

B Little Known Yet Interesting Facts, Events & Definitions |l




April 12, 2009

Blessed Sacrament Parish & Saint Margaret Parish

Easter Sunday

SALL - Softball Pancake
Breakfast: There will be a
Pancake Breakfast for the
benefit of the SALL - Soft-
ball League on Sunday, April
19 from 8:00 am. to 11:30
am. at Saint Margaret Parish
Hall. All are welcome to at-
tend and help to youth of Saugus.
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Saint_Margaret’s Annual _Baby Shower: On
Mother’s Day weekend, May 9 & 10, Saint Marga-
ret’s will have its annual Baby Shower for the bene-
fit of the Pregnancy Help Office of the Archdiocese
of Boston. Baby items needed are: Baby Boattles,
Newborn or Size 1 Disposable Diapers, Diaper Bags,
Sleep & Play, Sweaters, Crib Sheets, Nightgowns,
Socks, Blanket Sleepers, Baby Powder, Receiving
Blankets, Pacifiers. Monetary donations are also ac-
cepted. Make check payable to: Fund for the Un-
born.  Thank you for your support of the Baby
Shower. Each year atremendous number of wonder-
ful gifts are received.

Arise Together _in
Christ: Most ARISE
groups have completed
2 "% their Lenten meetings.
Ak y 2~ |The feedback has been
Tcgether in Christ\Vvery positive. Many par-
ticipants have completed
evaluation sheets. As these are reviewed we hope to
share with you comments received. As this second
season ends we look forward to the third season in
the fall 2009. A challenge to al the participants:
Think of one new person who has not participated in
ARISE as yet and plan to invite them to come with
you in the fall. Let us keep the ARISE program in
our prayers that God will bless our Parishes with
growth in grace and wisdom and build Christian
Community.

Divine Mercy Sunday: Holy Family
Church, 26 Bessom Street, Lynn will
celebrate the “Feast of Mercy” on
Sunday, April 19 beginning at 2:00
p.m. All are welcome to come and
join in the recitation of the Rosary,
the Mercy Stations and the Divine
Mercy Chaplet. There will aso be
Exposition and Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament.

Communion to the Home-
bound: Do you know some-
one who is unable to come
to Mass and who would ap-
preciate receiving Holy
Communion on a regular
basis? If so, call either
Rectory: St. Margaret at
781-233-1040 and Blessed
Sacrament at 781-233-2497. Our Parishes have
wonderful Ministers of Holy Communion who
would be glad to visit on a regular basis during the
year.

7Y

Ministers of Holy Commun-
: ion: Blessed Sacrament and
oty Saint Margaret’ s will be offer-
s ing a time of training for new
: Ministers of Holy Commun-
ion - those who assist in the
distribution of Holy Com-
munion a Sunday Masses,
weekday Masses, to the homebound, those in long
term care facilities and in hospitals. The training
will be on Wednesday, May 6 at 7:00 p.m. at Blessed
Sacrament Parish Hall.

HE IS ALIVE!
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New Archdiocesan Website: "Cardinal Seén is
pleased to announce the launch of the Archdiocese
of Boston's new website, designed to bring Catholics
closer to their faith and to offer the wider community
an expanded and more comprehensive view of the
Church. This initiative represents a move of the
Archdiocese's virtual headquarters to a new site that
ismodern and better suited to sharing the story of the
Church. Cardinal Sedn encourages you to visit the
new website at www.BostonCeatholic.org. It will be
a great resource to the parishes, schools, ministries,
and agencies of the Archdiocese, and anyone who
wants to learn more about our Catholic faith. "

The United Parish Food
N FOOD |Pantry is at the Cliftondale
- Congregational Church, 50
Essex Street. On the last
Sunday of each month
Blessed Sacrament collects
food for the food pantry. On
the second Sunday of each
month Saint Margaret collects food for the food
pantry. Volunteers are also needed. If you are free
on Friday mornings, you are needed. Drop by the
Pantry at 9:00 am. or call Carol Cashman (781-233-
9460) to volunteer. The Pantry is open Fridays from
9:30 am. to 11:00 am. The next Food Collection
Weekend for Blessed Sacrament is April 25 & 26.
The next Food Collection Weekend for Saint
Margaret is May 9 & 10. Your donation of food is
always needed. Kindly look at the expiration date on
your food donation. Food items that have gone be-
yond the expiration date may not be given out. They
can only be thrown out! Thank you for your coop-
eration, understanding and your generosity.

= ay gl X X X X X X X X X X X X
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CPR/AED Training :
Congratulations!!! To more v
than twenty people who at- ¢
tended the CPR/AED Train- ¢
ing offered this past Tuesday ®
evening, by the Blessed Sac- ®
rament and St. Margaret’s Parish’s.  Certifica
tion will be available at the end of next week. g
Please call Lorraine Perella 781-233-2497 ext ¢
@ 12- to pick-up your certificate. )
4 4
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Leave a Candle in the Window

“You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our
hearts are restless until they rest in You.”

The Confessions of . Augustine
Book 1, Childhood
Chapter 1, God and the Soul

In Ireland, after the practice of Catholicism had
been outlawed in the late 17th Century, families
would place a candle in the window at Christmas,
an invitation that a priest was welcome to cele-
brate a clandestine Mass in that home. The candle
was also a symbol of welcome to the Holy Family,
looking for aplace at theinn.

Today, in the Archdiocese of Boston, Cardinal
Seén has encouraged all Catholics to again use the
candle as a symbol of welcome. If you are a non-
Catholic, we invite you to learn more about Ca-
tholicism. If you are a Catholic who has been
away from the faith, we would like to welcome
you home. Yes, there is a place for you. St
Augustine, upon returning to the Church after
some time away, addressed the Lord with the
words, “You have made us for Yourself, O Lord,
and our hearts are restless until they rest in You.”
If you are experiencing restlessness, Jesus can
help you experience peace. Like St. Augustine,
you can come home. The candle in the window is
for you.

The opportunity to welcome others is one that be-
longs to Cardinal Sean, to our clergy and religious,
and to al Catholics. Faith is a gift of God, a gift
we have the honor of handing on. Evangelization,
the calling of every Christian, is sharing the Good
News with others in order to reveal God's love for
us to the world and to help build a civilization of
love. We can do this by inviting a family member
to join us at Mass and by being open about our
faith, not hiding the light of Christ under a bushel
basket. For we are only fully living our faith when
we are sharing it with others and inviting others to
experience the joy of knowing Christ and His love
for us.

Easter Sunday
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Boston Red Sox vs. Baltimore

Orioles. “Take me out to the
P.! ball game” From Monday,
June 29 to Wednesday, July 1,

come see the Red Sox play the
Baltimore Orioles a& Camden Yards! The cost per
person is $399.00 double occupancy (other options
available). Please make checks payable to Blessed
Sacrament or St. Margaret Parish. The package in-
cludes deluxe lavatory equipped motor-coach trans-
portation. Beverages and donuts will be served upon
departure. There will be 2 nights at the Maritime
Conference Center, or similar, centrally located.
There is reserved seating for two games at Camden
Yards. Full American Breakfast included at the ho-
tel. Admission to Camden Y ards for an informative
narrated stadium tour. Two-hour narrated sightsee-
ing of Baltimore with time to browse Baltimore's
Harbor Place. Dédlightful harbor cruise with narra-
tion by your skipper of this beautiful and busy major
port. All taxes and gratuities for included features,
excluding customary gratuities to driver and escort.
There will be a Celebration tours Escort throughout.
For information call Anna Swain at 781-233-8442.

ﬁ-’.
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The 2009 Catholic Conferences will take place on

April 18-19, 2009. The 2009 Boston Catholic
Men’s Conference will be on Saturday April 18,
2009 from 9:00 am. to 6:00 p.m. The Men's Con-
ference themeis“In the Footsteps of Christ.”

The 2009 Boston Catholic Women's Conference
will be on Sunday April 19, 2009 from 9:00 am. to
6:00 p.m. The Women'’s Conference theme is “Trust
in the Lord with all Your Heart.” The busis leaving
7:45 am. from Saint Margaret’ s Parking Lot.

The 2009 Conferences will take place at Conte Fo-
rum at Boston College. For ticket information call
Anna & Chuck Swain at 781-233-8442. Don’'t miss
out! Act soon!

Women’s Guild Schol-

Volunteers arship Fund: The
Blessed Sacrament

Needed Women's Guild Scholar-

ship Fund would like to open their scholarship op-
portunities to qualifying students from Saint Marga-
ret Parish. For this reason they are looking for a
woman from Saint Margaret’s to serve on their team
to help with fundraising. Please contact Marilyn
Donovan 781-231-2757 or Donna Sordello 781-941-
2280 if you would like to volunteer.

'| Anointing of the Sick: On April 25,
{| 2009, the St. Stephen Ministry will hold
_|it's annual Mass of the Anointing at
11:00 A.M in the lower level of the
Blessed Sacrament Church. All parish-
ioners over the age of 70 who wish to
receive the Sacrament of the Sick be-
cause of an illness or poor health are encouraged to
attend. You will be anointed at the end of Mass.
Lunch will be served immediately following the
Mass. Transportation will be provided for those who
need it. Please call in advance to set up aride. You
MUST reply by calling the rectory at 781-233-2497
no later than Tuesday April 21, 2009 if you wish to
make areservation.
Thank you, St. Stephen Ministry

\\()II\ TNG

The flag flying at Blessed
Sacrament for the month of
April isin memory of Elmiro
Pizzotti donated by his wife,
Gloria Pizzotti.

The Living Rosary Pilgrimage: St. John the Evan-
gelist Parish, 178 Humphrey Street, Swampscott will
host the Living Rosary Pilgrimage on Thursday,
April 16 at 7:00 p.m. The parking lot is across the
street from the Church.

Adoration _of the Blessed
Sacrament: On Wednesday
evenings at Saint Margaret’s
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. join us
for al or part of this time of
prayer and adoration before
the Blessed Sacrament. At
7:00 p.m. those present partici-
pate in the recitation of the
Rosary. You deserve the peace and quiet that come
from being in the presence of the Lord.

“Be «till and know that | am God.”
All Welcome.
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Operation Troop Support

3rd Annual Giant Yard Salel

Saturday, April 25, 2009 9:00 am. to 1:00 p.m. at
the Holten-Richmond Middle School, 55 Conant
Street, Danvers, MA. Operation Troop Support is
now Accepting Donations. Collection dates. Every
Saturday morning from 9:00 am. to Noon from
April 11to April 18, at eAsi-Self Storage located on
Swampscott Road, Salem, MA. For information
contact Linda at 781-944-6143. For 'Small’ Pick-ups
please contact Arlen at arlendevos@aol.com Pick-
Up of All 'BIG' Items will be Scheduled for Satur-
day, March 28. For 'BIG' Pick-ups, contact Dick at
978-836-2395. Operation Troop Support appreci ates
al donations, but due to space constraints the fol-
lowing items WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED: Broken
or Badly Soiled Furniture, Exercise Equipment,
Large Appliances - Washer/Dryers, Refrigerators,
Dish Washers, Stoves, etc. Pianos, Organs, Lawn
Mowers and Snow Blowers, Tires, Computers, Air
Conditioners, TV's and Telephones, Mattresses,
Stuffed Animals, Swimsuits and Badly Worn
Clothes, Artificial Christmas Trees and Used Christ-
mas String Lights. Thank You for Your Continued
Support! Help Us Help Them! To Learn More
About Operation Troop Support and What Y ou Can
Do To Support Our Heroes Serving Overseas, Please
Visit Our Website: www.operationtroopsupport.org

Consider doing something spe-
cial for yoursdf - Consider
living a Cursillo Weekend:

Cursillo at the Marist House,
Framingham Women: April 30
to May 3, 2009 - Td: 1-617-
779-3648 for information

Cursillo at the Salvatorian Center (Saint Basil’s) in
Methuen Women: April 30 to May 3, or June4to 7,
or November 5to 8.

Men: October 1to 4. (Father George is scheduled to
be the Spiritual Director of this Cursillo weekend
and he doesn’t want to go alone!)

St. Basil.org Link: Ministry Info

If you are unable to make contact for either site, call
Sr. Mary at 781-233-1046.

ST. PAUL CENTER
& || For BiBLICAL THEOLOGY

New Morning By Dr. Scott Hahn

The tomb was empty. In the early morning darkness
of that first Easter, there was only confusion for
Mary Magdalene and the other disciples. But as the
daylight spread, they saw the dawning of a new
creation. At first they didn't understand the Scrip-
ture, today's Gospel tells us. We don't know which
precise Scripture texts they were supposed to under-
stand. Perhaps it was the sign of Jonah, who rose
from the belly of the great fish after three days (see
Jonah 1:17). Or maybe Hosea's prophecy of Isragl's
restoration from exile (see Hosea 6:2). Perhaps it
was the psalmist who regoiced that God had not
abandoned him to the nether world (see Psalm 16:9-
10). Whichever Scripture it was, as the disciples
bent down into the tomb, they saw and they be-
lieved. What did they see? Burial shrouds in an
empty tomb. The stone removed from the tomb.
Seven times in nine verses we hear that word -
"tomb." What did they believe? That God had done
what Jesus said He would do - raised Him up on the
third day (see Mark 9:31; 10:34). What they saw
and believed, they bore witness to, as today's First
Reading tells us. Peter's speech is a summary of the
gospels - from Jesus baptism in the Jordan to His
hanging on a tree (see Deuteronomy 21:22-23), to
His rising from the dead. We are children of the
apostles, born into the new world of their witness.
Our lives are now "hidden with Christ in God," as
today's Epistle says. Like them, we gather in the
morning on the first day of the week - to celebrate
the Eucharist, the feast of the empty tomb. We re-
joice that the stones have been rolled away from our
tombs, too. Each of us can shout, as we do in today's
Psalm: "I shall not die, but live." They saw and be-
lieved. And we await the day they promised would
come - when we, too, "will appear with Him in

glory."

A service of the &. Paul Center for Biblical Theology
www.SalvationHistory.com
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2. God shows no partiality. SDOWN
3. God raised Jesus on the'second day.

chosen by God in advance.

5. The chosen witnesses ate and drank with
Jesus after-he rose from the dead.

6. Mary Magdalen came to.the tomb late one
evening.

7. She saw that the stone was still in place.

8. Three disciples ran quickly to the fomb.

9. Simon Peter went into the tomb first.

10. The burial cloths were there.

ANSWERS
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4, The risen Jesus wasvisiblefo the withesses
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1. Lost life 2. Was raised up 4. Resting place for a dead

body 5. Moved very quickly 6. Chief apostle 9. We
14. A powerful hold 15. Like ‘we’ 16. A single thing

worship Him 10. Our Savior 11. Title of our Savior
\ 17 Like ‘neither’

\,

rI’IdTUEE_ P‘UZIZILE CAN YOU FIND MARY MAGDALEN'S WAY BACK INTO JERUSALEM?

GOSPEL READING: JOHN 20, 1-9

FINISH
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