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 St Cecilia    2,860.50  

 St Mary         814.88      

 St Patrick      756.00  
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Following the Messiah 

Readings:    Isaiah 50:4-9    Psalm 116:1-6, 8-9    James 2:14-18    Mark 8:27-35  

In today’s Gospel, we reach a pivotal moment in our walk with the Lord. After weeks 
of listening to His words and witnessing His deeds, along with the disciples we’re 
asked to decide who Jesus truly is.  

Peter answers for them, and for us, too, when he declares: “You are the Messiah.”  

Many expected the Messiah to be a miracle worker who would vanquish Israel’s  
enemies and restore the kingdom of David (see John 6:15).  

Jesus today reveals a different portrait. He calls himself the Son of Man, evoking the 
royal figure Daniel saw in his heavenly visions (see Daniel 7:13-14). But Jesus’ king-
ship is not to be of this world (see John 18:36). And the path to His throne, as He re-
veals, is by way of suffering and death.  

Jesus identifies the Messiah with the suffering servant that Isaiah foretells in today’s 
First Reading. The words of Isaiah’s servant are Jesus’ words—as He gives himself to 
be shamed and beaten, trusting that God will be His help. We hear our Lord’s voice 
again in today’s Psalm, as He gives thanks that God has freed Him from the cords of 
death.  

As Jesus tells us today, to believe that He is the Messiah is to follow His way of self-
denial—losing our lives to save them, in order to rise with Him to new life. Our faith, 
we hear again in today’s Epistle, must express itself in works of love (see Galatians 
5:6).  

Notice that Jesus questions the apostles today “along the way.” They are on the way to 
Jerusalem, where the Lord will lay down His life. We, too, are on a journey with the 
Lord.  

We must take up our cross, giving to others and enduring all our trials for His sake and 
the sake of the gospel.  

Our lives must be an offering of thanksgiving for the new life He has given us, until 
that day when we reach our destination, and walk before the Lord in the land of the 
living.  

~ St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology ~  www.salvationhistory.com 
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“Let the children  
come to me” Mk 10:14 
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NCYC Breakfast ... Please come join us for breakfast after 
8:30am Mass Sept 13th at St Cecilia's.  We will be serving 
french toast, eggs and sausage.  Free will offering proceeds 
will help us pay for our trip to the National Catholic Youth Con-
ference in Kansas City MO in November. If you have any ques-
tions please contact Ammy @ 755-4063 
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                                                     September 16th at 7:00 pm  
           at St. Cecilia’s    and 
A day trip is planned to visit the beautiful " Queen of Peace 
Trinity  Heights " Sioux City, Iowa  on Wednesday September 
23rd . Ladies and spouses are invited to attend . If interested 
contact Rose Brune @  641-755-3224 for further details. 

Awakening to Christ, the first series of “On a Journey Together”  
begins next week-end – Sept 19/20 -  for all parishes.  A light meal 
will be served at each session. 
· St. Cecilia’s: Sunday, Sept 20th at 5:00 p.m. in the church hall. 
· St. Mary’s: Sunday, Sept 20th after 10:30 mass in the parish hall.  
· St. Patrick’s: Saturday, Sept 19th after 4:30 mass in the parish 

hall.  
If you have questions, please contact one of the core team  
members: 
· Wayne & Sonja Hennessey at 439-2256 
· Mark & Barb Moore at 755-4363 
· Deacon Hans & Sue Seeman at 755-4060 
· Deacon Dick & Connie Ziller at 755-3345 

ST P MINISTERS next weekend  
Lector   Terry Vitzthum 
EM  Terry & Donna Vitzthum 

ST C MINISTERS next weekend  

EM  Tom & Page Arganbright, Fran Brune, 
Rosemarie Staebell 
Gifts  Jim & Carol Wendl 
Greeters  Nancy Holloway, Jean Higgins 
Lectors  Tim & Carla Fitzgerald 
Servers   George Appleseth, Emily Block,  
Nathan Block 
Usher John McDermott, David Breitbach,  
Richard Arganbright,  Don Staver 
Video   John Seeman 

ST M MINISTERS next weekend  
EM  Cindy Ahrens, Dennis & Kim Patrick 
Gifts   John & Sandy Eivins 
Greeter   Sandy Eivins 
Lectors   Faith Laboy, Logan Patrick 
Server   Patrick & Maria Ahrens 
Usher   John Eivins 
Song Leader  Diane Flanery 
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Check out the Catholic Web Store for Guthrie 
County Catholic Churches!  Click the link on our 
parish web site to choose from Catholic 
gifts for any occasion. Your purchases 
will greatly benefit our Parishes. 

Three Springs of the Supernatural Life 

Known as a visionary, author, founder of two religious orders, a reader of 
hearts, a foreteller of future events, and a miracle worker, St. John Bosco 
often spoke of three “springs” of the supernatural life: Confession, devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the reception of Holy Communion. 

Known as “The sun of theological schools,” St. Thomas Aquinas wrote most 
eloquently of the Blessed Sacrament. How profoundly he would look at the 
Blessed Sacrament and say: “Touch, taste and sight in Thee are each de-
ceived; the ear alone most safely is believed.” 

Knowing of his great intimacy with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, this 
sister asked him: “What must I do to become a saint?” He replied in but two 
words: “Will it!”  
Spiritual Gems - From Hidden Treasure, The Riches of the Eucharist 
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“Finding Christ in the Psalms” 
Jesus taught His Apostles that the Book of Psalms speaks of Him 
and His mission. “Everything written about Me in the Law of 
Moses and in the Prophets and Psalms must be fulfilled,” He told 
them on the night of His Resurrection (see Luke 24:44).  

Jesus applied specific Psalms to himself (see Matthew 21:42-44 
and 22:41-46). So did the apostles in their preaching and writings 
(see Acts 2:25-35 and Hebrews 1:5-14).  

This ancient practice continues in the liturgy. In the Psalms chosen 
for Sunday Mass readings, sometimes the Church invites us to 
hear a direct reference to Christ. Other times, we’re invited to hear 
the voice of Christ crying out to the Father. And still other times, 
we hear the Father talking to the Son.  

Psalm 54 is heard this way in the readings for the 25th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time. Originally sung by David when he was betrayed 
by the Ziphites (see 1 Samuel 23:19-25 and 26:1-3), we’re invited 
to hear the Psalm as a confident appeal by Christ in His Passion: 
“Fierce men seek My life…Behold…the Lord sustains My life.”  

The same is true of the use of Psalm 116 in the 24th Sunday in  
Ordinary Time (Cycle B). We hear our Lord’s voice as He gives 
thanks that God has rescued Him, freed His soul from death and 
the snares of the nether world. 

Any woman who is pregnant and in need can turn for help to the pro-life 
movement. She never has to feel that abortion is the only option. People 
anywhere in the country can find assistance at the following numbers:  
 

Carenet/Heartbeat    1-800-395-HELP  
Crisis Pregnancy Helpline   1-888-4-0PTIONS  
Birthright     1-800-550-4900  
National Life Center   1-800-848-LOVE Bethany 
Christian Services    1-800-238-4269  

Congratulations Jerry & Dee Congratulations Jerry & Dee Congratulations Jerry & Dee Congratulations Jerry & Dee 
Suther who celebrated their Suther who celebrated their Suther who celebrated their Suther who celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary 50th wedding anniversary 50th wedding anniversary 50th wedding anniversary     

September 5th. May God bless September 5th. May God bless September 5th. May God bless September 5th. May God bless 
them with many more happy them with many more happy them with many more happy them with many more happy 

years of married life together.years of married life together.years of married life together.years of married life together.    


