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 St Cecilia    1,985.00 

 St Mary         960.00    

 St Patrick      421.00 
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To Belong to Christ 

Readings:   Numbers 11:25–29    Psalm 19:8,10,12–14    James 5:1–6     Mark 9:38–48 

Today’s Gospel begins with a scene that recalls a similar moment in the history of  
Israel, the episode recalled in today’s First Reading. The seventy elders who receive 
God’s Spirit through Moses prefigure the ministry of the apostles. 

Like Joshua in the First Reading, John makes the mistake of presuming that only a  
select few are inspired and entrusted to carry out God’s plans. The Spirit blows where 
it wills (see John 3:8), and God desires to bestow His Spirit on all the people of God, in 
every nation under heaven (see Acts 2:5, 38). 

God can and will work mighty deeds through the most unexpected and unlikely people. 
All of us are called to perform even our most humble tasks, such as giving a cup of  
water, for the sake of His name and the cause of His kingdom. 

John believes he is protecting the purity of the Lord’s name. But, really, he’s only 
guarding his own privilege and status. It’s telling that the apostles want to shut down 
the ministry of an exorcist. Authority to drive out demons and unclean spirits was one 
of the specific powers entrusted to the Twelve (see Mark 3:14–15; 6:7, 13). 

Cleanse me from my unknown faults, we pray in today’s Psalm. Often, like Joshua and 
John, perhaps without noticing it, we cloak our failings and fears under the guise of our 
desire to defend Christ or the Church.  

But as Jesus says today, instead of worrying about who is a real Christian and who is 
not, we should make sure that we ourselves are leading lives worthy of our calling as 
disciples (see Ephesians 1:4). 

Does the advice we give, or the example of our actions, give scandal—causing others 
to doubt or lose faith? Do we do what we do with mixed motives instead of seeking 
only the Father’s will? Are we living, as this Sunday’s Epistle warns, for our own  
luxury and pleasure, and neglecting our neighbors? 

We need to keep meditating on His Law, as we sing in today’s Psalm. We need to pray 
for the grace to detect our failings and to overcome them. 

~ St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology ~  www.salvationhistory.com 
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ST P MINISTERS next weekend  
Lector   Carol Laughery 
EM  Robyn Corkins & Carol Laughery 

ST C MINISTERS next weekend  

EM  Leon & Donna Kennebeck, Mark & Barb 
Moore 
Gifts   Jeff & Karen Hoffman 
Greeters   Joe & Joyce Louis 
Lectors   Mary Jones, Maureen Lubeck 
Servers   Emily Houston, Jacob Meinecke, 
Mackenzie Perron 
Usher   Jim Russell, Moe Russell, Dave & Barb 
Ryan 
Video  Tim Fitzgerald   

ST M MINISTERS next weekend  
EM  Mike Downing, Judy Flanery, Mafalda 
Makey 
Gifts   Bob & Barb Flanery 
Greeter   Megan Sloss 
Lectors   Jim & Mary Bradford 
Server   Lauren Hansen, Samantha Rouse 
Usher   Frank Holle 
Song Leader   Maria Ahrens 
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A Short Catechism on Prayer - Part 3 

 16. Why may and ought we to have this firm hope? 
Because God can give us all good things, and, for the sake of Jesus, will 
also really do so, as our Savior Himself solemnly assures us, saying: 
"Amen, amen I say to you, if you ask the Father anything in my name, 
He will give it to you". John 16:23; compare Mark 9:23-24. 
 17. But why do we not always receive what we ask for? 
1. Either because we do not pray as we ought; or 
2. Because that which we ask for is prejudicial to our salvation; or 
3. Because we do not persevere in praying; therefore we must also pray 
with resignation to the will of God, and perseverance. 

[See also 1 John 3:22, John 15:7, 1 Peter 3:12, 1 John 5:14-15, 
Phil. 4:6 , i.e. have confidence, avoid evil and anxiety, and let 
God and his word abide in you, be part of you. Hebrews 11:6 ] 
[Fasting can help, Acts 14:23, and Matt. 17:21, see footnote to 
this verse in the NAB.] 

    

["Abbe Zeno said, 'If a man wants God to hear his prayer 
quickly, then before he prays for anything else, even his own 
soul, when he stands and stretches out his hands towards God, he 
must pray with all his heart for his enemies. Through this action 
God will hear everything that he asks.'" Desert Fathers. See Matt. 
5:44.] [An "enemy" can be merely one who "opposes the inter-
ests of another" according to the dictionary.] 

 18. When do we pray with resignation to the will of God? 
When we leave it entirely to Him to hear us when and how He thinks 
proper. 

"Father, not my will, but Yours be done". (Luke 22:42). 
 19. When do we pray with perseverance? 
When we do not desist, although we are not aware of being heard, but 
continue to pray the more fervently. 

Example of the woman of Chanaan (Matt. 15:22-28.); parable of 
the friend who asked for three loaves (Luke 11:5-8, compare the 
NAB). [See also the Widow and unjust Judge. Lk 18:1-8.] [See 
also how Jesus prayed for long period in a quiet place. Luke 
6:12.] 

 20. Must we always use a set form of words in our prayers? 
No, this is done in Vocal Prayer only; but there is also an Interior or 
Mental Prayer, called meditation. 
[For Vocal Prayer see the Catechism of the Catholic Church sections 
2700 to 2704.] 
 21. In what does Meditation consist? 
It consists in reflecting upon the life and sufferings of Jesus, upon the 
Divine Perfections, or other truths of our religion, in order to excite in 
our hearts pious sentiments, but especially good and efficacious resolu-
tions. 

[For Meditation see ccc sections 2705-2708. See also the medita-
tion section in Awaken to Prayer.] 

22. When ought we to pray? 
Christ says 'that we ought always to pray, and not to faint' (Luke 18:1). 
[See ccc sections 2742-2743.] 

[Pray constantly as St. Paul teaches in Eph. 6:18, 1 Thess 5:17; 
Eph 5:20. ] 
CCC 2757: "Pray constantly" (1 Thess 5:17). It is always possi-
ble to pray. It is even a vital necessity. Prayer and Christian life 
are inseparable. See ccc 2742-43, cf. Jesus' hour of prayer. 

Guthrie Center  
Harvest Dinners 
Sunday, September 27--11 am -1 
pm Bowman Chapel 

Sunday, October 4 -- 11 am -1 pm     
 First Christian Church 
Sunday, October 11 -- 11 am -1 pm     
 First Presbyterian Church 
Wednesday, October 14 -- 5 pm - 7 pm     
 Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Wednesday, October 21 -- 5 pm - 7 pm     
 United Methodist Church 
Wednesday, October 28 -- 11 am - 1 pm     
 Community Bible Church at 
            the Guthrie Center Activity Center 
Sunday, November 1 -- 10 am - 12:30 pm     
 Brunch - St. Mary's Church 
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This exciting call-in program examines why 
so many people, including fallen away 
Catholics and individuals from other  
denominations, are being drawn home to the 
Catholic Church. 

Encores are shown Tuesday 10:00 am, 
Wednesday 1:00 pm, Saturday 11:00 pm. 

The conversion stories about their journeys 
of faith will help you to see your own faith in 
a new light. Seeing other people experience 
the power of the Holy Spirit working in their 
lives to bring them home is inspiring!  
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