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 St Cecilia   1,552.00 

 St Mary     1,030.40    

 St Patrick     469.00  
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Wisdom and Riches 

Readings:   Wisdom 7:7-11   Psalm 90:12-17   Hebrews 4:12-13   Mark 10:17-30 

 

The rich young man in today’s Gospel wanted to know what we all want to know—
how to live in this life so that we might live forever in the world to come. He sought 
what today’s Psalm calls “wisdom of heart.” 

He learns that the wisdom he seeks is not a program of works to be performed, or  
behaviors to be avoided. As Jesus tells him, observing the commandments is essential 
to walking the path of salvation—but it can only get us so far. 

The Wisdom of God is not precepts, but a person—Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Wisdom 
whose Spirit was granted to Solomon in today’s First Reading. Jesus is the Word of 
God spoken of in today’s Epistle. And Jesus, as He reveals himself to the rich man  
today, is God. 

In Jesus we encounter Wisdom, the living and effective Word of God. As He does with 
the rich man today, He looks upon each of us with love. That look of love, that loving 
gaze, is a personal invitation—to give up everything to follow Him. 

Nothing is concealed from His gaze, as we hear in the Epistle. In His fiery eyes, the 
thoughts of our hearts are exposed, and each of us must render an account of our lives 
(see Revelation 1:14). 

We must have the attitude of Solomon, preferring Wisdom to all else, loving Him more 
than even life itself. This preference, this love, requires a leap of faith. We will be  
persecuted for this faith, Jesus tells His disciples today. But we must trust in His  
promise—that all good things will come to us in His company. 

What, then, are the “many possessions” that keep us from giving ourselves totally to 
God? What are we clinging to—material things, comfort zones, relationships? What 
will it take for us to live fully for Christ’s sake and the sake of the Gospel? 

Let us pray for the wisdom to enter into the kingdom of God. With the Psalmist, let us 
ask Him, “Teach us.” 

~ St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology ~  www.salvationhistory.com 
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Guthrie Center  
Harvest Dinners 
Sunday, October 11--11am -1pm     
First Presbyterian Church 

Wednesday, October 14 -- 5 pm - 7 pm     
 Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Wednesday, October 21 -- 5 pm - 7 pm     
 United Methodist Church 
Wednesday, October 28 -- 11 am - 1 pm     
 Community Bible Church at 
            the Guthrie Center Activity Center 
Sunday, November 1 -- 10 am - 12:30 pm     
 Brunch - St. Mary's Church 

St. Cecilia’s Women’s Night Out 
All women of the parish are invited to 
play Bunko on October 22nd at 7:00 PM 
in the church basement.  Please bring 
the drink of your choice and a snack to 
share.  Don’t worry if you don’t know how 
to play…we will teach you in short order!  
If you have questions, call Faith Bratton 
at 515-249-0137. 

The R1N1 flu has been receiving a lot 
of publicity and various organiza-
tions and churches have been  
taking precautions to lessen the 
number of people infected. As a  
result, we will not be offering the  
sacred blood of Christ at Mass and 
will also no longer shake hands at 
the sign of peace. When the flu-
season is over we will resume our 
normal practice. 

 A Short Catechism on Prayer - Part 5 
§ On the Lord's Prayer. 

[ccc "2773 In response to his disciples' request "Lord, teach us to pray" 
(Lk 11:1), Jesus entrusts them with the fundamental Christian prayer, 
the Our Father. 

2774 "The Lord's Prayer is truly the summary of the whole gospel," 
[Tertullian] the "most perfect of prayers." [St. Thomas Aquinas] It is at 
the center of the Scriptures. 

2775 It is called "the Lord's Prayer" because it comes to us from the 
Lord Jesus, the master and model of our prayer. 2776 The Lord's 
Prayer is the quintessential prayer of the Church..."] See The Prayer of 
the Church and generally part four section two on the Lord's Prayer. 

27. Which is the most excellent of all prayers? 

The most excellent of all prayers is the Our Father, or the Lord's Prayer. 

 28. Why is the Our Father called the Lord's Prayer 

Because Christ our Lord has taught it to us, and commanded us to say it 
(Matt. 6:9-13). 

 29. What does the Lord's Prayer contain? 

It contains a short Preface and Seven Petitions. 

 30. What do you call its Preface? 

These words: ' Our Father who art in Heaven.' 

 31. What does the Father remind us of? 

That God is our Father, so good and so worthy of veneration that there is no 
earthly father like Him; and that we, therefore, ought to pray to Him with a 
childlike reverence, love, and confidence. 

 32. Why do we say our Father, and not my Father? 

Because, God being the Father of all men, we are all His children, and 
should therefore love one another as brothers, and pray for one another (cf. 
Mal. 2:10). [See new testament instances of the command to love one an-
other. cf. Heb. 2:11.] 

 33. Why do we add these words: 'Who art in Heaven'? 

To call to our mind, 

1. That God, though he is everywhere, dwells especially in Heaven, 
where we shall one day see Him face to face (cf. 1 Cor. 13:12) (see also 
the New Testament use of God and Heaven.) 

2. That we are but pilgrims upon earth, and that our true country is in 
Heaven; and 

3. That when we pray, we must detach our hearts from all earthly things, 
and raise them up to Heaven. 

 34. What do we ask for in the First Petition: 

'Hallowed be Thy name'? 

That the name of God may never be profaned or blasphemed, but that God 
may be rightly known, loved, and honored by us and by all men. ccc 2807-
15. 

 35. Why is this the First Petition? 

Because we are to esteem the honor and glory of God more than all things 
else. 

ST P MINISTERS next weekend  
Lector   Deb Carter 
EM  If no deacon, 1 volunteer 

ST C MINISTERS next weekend  

EM  If no deacon, 1 volunteer 
Gifts   Ken & Tami Kuta 
Greeter   John McDermott, Arletta Raymer 
Lectors   Wayne & Sonja Hennessey 
Server   Adam Dooley, Lucas Dooley, Matthew 
Webner 
Usher   Robert Pierce, Michael Carey,  
Jim & Carrol Wendl 
Video   Mark Moore 

ST M MINISTERS next weekend  
EM  If no deacon, 1 volunteer 
Gifts   John & Sandy Eivins 
Greeters   Lois VanCleave 
Lectors   Judy Flanery, Pat Stetzel 
Servers   Katie Brawdy, Sydney Danker 
Usher   Robert Feilmeyer 
Song Leader   Bonny Snyder 
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St. Mary’s Harvest Brunch will be held Nov. 1st from 10am-12:30pm, 
menu: made to order omelets, fruit, sweet rolls/muffins, juice, milk 
and coffee. Anyone wanting to make donations to the raffle please 
call Jane Hall at 747-3116 by Oct. 16th. We will accept donations up 
to the time of the brunch, but would like to list items in the letter go-
ing out to parishioners. For food or money donations, contact Geri 
Tews 747-2839 or Kim Patrick 757-1605. 

2a. A body part is defined by the common genetic code it shares 
with the rest of its body; the unborn's genetic code differs from 
his mother's.  

Every cell of the mother's tonsils, appendix, heart, and lungs shares 
the same genetic code. The unborn child also has a genetic code,  
distinctly different from his mother's. Every cell of his body is 
uniquely his, each different than every cell of his mother's body.  
Often his blood type is also different, and half the time even his 
gender is different.  

Half of the child's forty-six chromosomes come from his biological 
father, half from his mother. Except in the rare cases of identical 
twins, the combination of those chromosomes is unique, distinct even 
from that of a brother or sister coming from the same parents.  

Just as no two people have identical fingerprints, no two people have 
identical genetic fingerprints. If one body is inside another, but each 
has its own unique genetic code, then there is not one person, but two 
separate people. John Jefferson Davis States:  

It is a well-established fact that a genetically distinct human being 
is brought into existence at conception. Once fertilization takes 
place, the zygote is its own entity, genetically distinct from both 
mother and father. The newly conceived individual possesses all 
the necessary information for a self-directed development and will 
proceed to grow in the usual human fashion, given time and nour-
ishment. It is simply untrue that the unborn child is merely "part of 
the mother's body." In addition to being genetically distinct from 
the time of conception, the unborn possesses separate circulatory, 
nervous, and endocrine systems.83 

A Chinese zygote implanted in a Swedish woman will always be  
Chinese, not Swedish, because his identity is based on his genetic 
code, not that of the body in which he resides. If the woman's body is 
the only one involved in a pregnancy, then she must have two noses, 
four legs, two sets of fingerprints, two brains, two circulatory sys-
tems, and two skeletal systems. Half the time she must also have tes-
ticles and a penis. In those 50 percent of pregnancies when the child 
is male, clearly his sexual organs are not part of his mother's body, 
but his own. It is a clear scientific fact that the mother is one distinc-
tive and sell-contained person, and the child is another. 

From Pro Life Answers to Pro Choice Arguments - Randy Alcorn 


