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The Widows’ Faith
Readings: 1Kings 1:10-16 Psalm 146:7-1debrews 9:24-28 Mark 12:28-24

We must live by the obedience of faith, a faitht tfteows itself in works of charity and
self-giving (see Galatians 5:6). That's the lessbtine two widows in today’s liturgy.

The widow in the First Reading isn’t even a Jew,sfe trusts in the word of Elijah
and the promise of his Lord. Facing sure starvasbe gives all that she has, her last
bit of food—feeding the man of God before hersall &er family.

The widow in the Gospel also gives all that she b#sring her last bit of money to
support the work of God'’s priests in the Temple.

In their self-sacrifice, these widows embody theelthat Jesus last week revealed as
the heart of the Law and the Gospel. They mirrerRather’s love in giving His only
Son, and Christ’s love in sacrificing himself o ttross.

Again in today’s Epistle, we hear Christ describsdh new high priest and the suffer-
ing servant foretold by Isaiah. On the cross, Heergacrifice once and for all to take
away our sin and bring us to salvation (see Isagh?).

And again we are called to imitate His sacrificdase in our own lives. We will be
judged, not by how much we give—for the scribes aedlthy contribute far more
than the widow. Rather, we will be judged by whether gifts reflect our livelihood,
our whole beings, all our heart and soul, mind stnength.

Are we giving all that we can to the Lord—not ofiacsense of forced duty, but in a
spirit of generosity and love (see 2 Corinthiaré B)?

Do not be afraid, the man of God tells us todayw&ssing in today’s Psalm, the Lord
will provide for us, as he sustains the widow.

Today, let us follow the widows’ example, doing wkeod asks, confident that our
jars of flour will not grow empty, nor our jugs ofi run dry.

~ St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology ~ www.sdilenhistory.com
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St Cecilia 1,168.00
St Mary  1,295.00
St Patrick 887.00




A Short Catechism on Prayer - Part 7 Stewardship Pledge

More on the Lord’s Prayer...
44. Why does God permit us to be tempted?
1. To keep us humble;
2. To try our faithfulness or to punish our unféilhess; and
3. To increase our zeal for virtue, and our merits.

Last year we had everyone fill out a pledge stating NN #

what they intended to contribute to the parishtdad
of filling anything out during Mass, we ask you to
spend some time this week praying and reflecting o
the blessings that God has bestowed upon you amd o | $ % & 3 '( )+,

‘Lest the greatness of the revelations should exa) there was family. We then ask you to spiritually make a comami (-
SIVER) U & ST 1 5 EES T, & EMEE) O SEiEpl i me 2 ment of what you intend to return to Him by your
Cor. 12:7. 2. "[F]or the Lord your God tries you, that iagn . .
appear whether you love him with all your heart] anth all your stewardship to your parish. i Z%’& (0
soul, or not." Deut. 13:3. 'Blessed is the man that endures temp- . 2
tation; for when he hath been proved he shall vecitie crown of God calls all .Of us to be generous as He. IS _gelserou # $
| o life, which God hath promised to them that love 'Hitames 1:1p May He continue to bless you on your pilgrimage to \
' 45. |s temptation in itself a sin? heaven.
Temptation in itself is not a sin; but to exposeselves heedlessly 1o % &
to temptation, or to yield to it, is a Sin. e
For our consolation and Instruction, Christ Himssléwed the 2 bo#1 2

Devil to tempt Him (Sedlatt. 4:1-1) H H
46. What must we do in order that we may not yield? - ( > 1 $ : 0 Ie+, (
I | ’
I /|

We must especially watch and pray, as Christ oud lsays: ( %
'Watch and pray that gnter not into temp.tqtima . 26:4). et e e e e et et ot b e bt E %
47. What do we ask for in the Seventh Petition: \ -3 4* 5)*,,
'‘But deliver us from eviktcc 2850-54. S ' )*+,53*%+,
"#$% That God would preserve us from all evil of soull &ody, 6 '78 ALY N
especially from sin and eternal damnation. $(
1 1 1 H II?
St. Mary Knights of 48+(\)N :X ?gs\évet}) a?tldorjhrea\p(ljoerr?t g\(rens?rr(]e’ ;)rrldszslst:)ec:iﬁ'idmce of N N
Columbus will be selling &P y ’ - : — %7 <
Christmas cards after mass bemg he_ard. ' _ _ All women of St. Cecilia parish are invited to play cards on
during the month of Application. Always say the Lord's Prayer with resrtial atten- Nov. 19" at 7:00 PM in the church basement. Please bring the
November. tion, remembering that we have received it fromDivine drink of your choice and a snack to share. Don't worry if you ST P MINISTERS next weekend
Redeemer Himself. don’t know how to play...we will teach you in short order! If Lector Carol Lauaher
“The Holy Eucharist contains the entire CCC 2856'Then, after the prayer is over you say 'Amenjcivh you have questions, call Faith Bratton at 515-249-0137. EM If no deacon glvo?/unteer
spiritual treasure of the Church, that is, means 'So be it," thus ratifying with our 'Amen‘awts contained ’
Christ Himself, our Passover and living in the prayer that God has taught us." ST C MINISTERS next weekend
bread.” ~ Pope John Paul I EM If no deacon, 1 volunteer
8 2. On the Angelical Salutation. Gifts Kathryn Barker, Arletta Raymer
Attention: Choir Members! [cce "2682Because of Mary's singular cooperation with the freeters MFrin&&BRoseMBr“”e
The Ecumenical Christmas/ action of the Holy Spirit, the Church loves to piaycommun- ectors - Mark & Barb Moore .
X X . . Lo . . . Servers Emily Block, Nathan Block, Tiffanie
Advent Service will be ion with the Virgin Mary, to magnify with her theeat things Lo g $ Carrie
Wednesday, December 9th at the Lord has done for her, and to entrust supphicatand #n % 1% &' " $ Usher David Breitbach, Leonard Hemann,
the Methodist Church starting at praises to her."] LI ) % Walter Knapp, Bill McDermott
7:00 pm. We will have practice for our 49. What prayer do Catholics usually say after th®©ur Father? T L Video Wayne Hennessey
choir on Nov. 8, 29 and Dec. 6 The prayer which is said in honor of the MotheGafd, and is % $ ST M MINISTERS next weekend
|mme.d|ate!y following the 10:30 rr}ass. called the Angelical Salutation., or Hail Mary. " oo I ' EM If no deacon, 1 volunteer
Prac_tlc_e will last one hour. You will flr_ld 50. Why do we add the Angelical Salutation to the drd's ’ W . Gifts John & Sandy Eivins
music in your church boxes. Anyone in- Prayer? g 0 % 0 Greeter Megan Sloss
terested in singing with our choir contact That the Most Blessed Mother of God may secondi@ak +"-1 ) s 0 ) Lectors Jim & Mary Bradford
Bonny at 641-755- D N prayer by her powerful intercession with her Divien. " ' " Server: Lauren Hansen, Samantha Rouse
3771 or just come to : - , 3" ! $ . Usher Frank Holle
a practice #E 51. How many parts has the _HaII eyt N $" #3$" Song Leader Mary Johnson
' < S Two parts: A Prayer of Praise and a Prayer of iPatit



