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Our Catholic Faith in the Public Square 
The Department of Formation program for the Ongoing Formation for Parish Leaders sponsors Father Bryan Hehir 
presentation of Our Catholic Faith in the Public Square.  The presentation will take place at St Agnes Parish in Fow-
lerville, MI on November 18, 2005 from 9AM until 3:30PM. 
Fr. Hehir will address the Catholic politician and the Catholic voter.  Specific issues will include: war, capital pun-

ishment, abortion, stem cell research, and same sex marriage.  We hope to foster a fruitful 
discussion around these areas, outside of the tensions that airs during a normal election 
year. 
Fr. Hehir has served as chair of the Executive Committee of Harvard Divinity School and 
professor of the Practice in religion and Society, a position he has held since 1993.  Fr. 
Hehir's teaching, research, and policy work in the Church have focused on Catholic so-
cial teaching, the role of religion in American society and in world politics and issues of 
social and foreign policy. 
Registration is required before November 8, 2005.  The cost is $25 per person and in-
cludes lunch.  Contact the Department of Formation at 517-342-2504 or 
awoelfel@dioceseoflansing.org for registration forms.   
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Many thanks to Michael Fonseca, author of Living in God’s Embrace and Loving in 
the Master’s Footsteps, for his presentations to us this weekend.  Mi-
chael, in Loving in the Master’s Footsteps (Ave Maria Press), 
tells us how re- spond to God’s call.  “God’s enthusiasm 
to fulfill the di- vine plan is contagious.  As a result, the 
disciple plunges ahead in the task of renewal.  Jesus is 
the Lord of the vineyard and the one responsible for a 
bountiful harvest.  The disciple’s task is to make the Mas-
ter’s dream his or her own, to offer full cooperation and 
unmitigated own- ership, so that at harvest time there is genu-
ine cause for rejoicing and celebration.” (Preface) 
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Zenit News Service 

By Fr. Edward McNamara, Professor of Liturgy, Regina Apostolorum Pontifical University 

Q: What is the proper position for the deacon during the consecration?  In my parish the deacon stands 
approximately one foot to the priest's right.  Then at the "Amen" the deacon elevates the chalice as the 
priest elevates the paten.  At another parish in my diocese, however, the deacon knelt on the altar step, 
beside the altar servers, during the consecration.  I can't remember if he stepped up to elevate the chalice 
or not.  It seems that the former position is more prevalent.  Which is the correct or the preferred 
position? — J.J., Howell, Michigan 
A: The position of the deacon during the Eucharistic prayer is dealt with in Nos. 179—180 of the 
General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM).  To wit: 
"179. During the Eucharistic Prayer, the deacon stands near the priest but slightly behind him, so that 
when needed he may assist the priest with the chalice or the Missal. 
"From the epiclesis until the priest shows the chalice, the deacon normally remains kneeling.  If several 
deacons are present, one of them may place incense in the thurible for the consecration and incense the 
host and the chalice as they are shown to the people. 
"180. At the final doxology of the Eucharistic Prayer, the deacon stands next to the priest, holding the 
chalice elevated while the priest elevates the paten with the host, until the people have responded with 
the acclamation, Amen." 
Number 215 adds a further note on the position of the deacon during a concelebrated Mass: 
"After the prayer over the offerings has been said by the principal celebrant, the concelebrants approach 
the altar and stand around it, but in such a way that they do not obstruct the execution of the rites and 
that the sacred action may be seen clearly by the faithful. They should not be in the deacon's way 
whenever he needs to go to the altar to perform his ministry. 
"The deacon exercises his ministry at the altar whenever he needs to assist with the chalice and the 
Missal.  However, insofar as possible, he stands back slightly, behind the concelebrating priests standing 
around the principal celebrant." 
SPECIAL NOTE: Bishop Mengeling has indicated that if a deacon has difficulty kneeling or 
getting up and down that it would be permissible for the deacon to remain standing near the 
celebrant and slightly behind him. 
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from the NADD eLetter 
answered by Bill Ditewig 
Q. Region 1 had a regional meeting yesterday, and there was much discussion about the requirement in the 
new National Directory that men in formation must have a Spiritual Director.  This is causing much concern in 
all the other dioceses in Region 1 because there simply are not enough priests (much less qualified priests) 
around to do the job. 
A. I hear Region I's complaint all the time, and sympathize with it.  However, THIS ISN'T GOING TO 
CHANGE UNDER THE CURRENT REGIME IN THE HOLY SEE.  We tried several times during the draft-
ing process, and every time Rome made us back off.  This isn't a US decision by any means, it's a Roman deci-
sion.  What finally got it through the US bishops was when it was briefed to them that the old maxim: "An 
impossibility does not bind."  In other words, if you don't have enough qualified priests to serve as spiritual 
directors, then you can't be bound to the requirement and you can assign anyone (ed. note: qualified) you want.  
This is the same thing about Sunday Mass: if no Sunday Mass is available, you're not bound under obligation 
to attend Mass.  Certainly, the bishops are going to try again when THIS Directory goes under review again in 
five years. 
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Repentance, Discipline, Change 

 

Permanent Diaconate Introduced in Greensburg, PA Diocese 
 

Late in the fourth quarter, Michigan trailed Wisconsin by one point in basketball. Rumeal 
Robinson went to the foul line for Michigan for two shots and a chance to take the lead. 
He missed both shots and Michigan lost. For the rest of the season, Robinson shot 100 
extra free throws after every practice. At the end of the season, playing for the national 
championship, Robinson again found himself at the foul line. This time, Robinson made 
both baskets, winning the championship for Michigan. 

What if Robinson had only practiced his free throws for a week, then went back to life as 
usual? He might not have been prepared when he was called to the line in the champion-
ship. Difficult situations in life should motivate us to make permanent, not temporary, 
changes. Repenting for a little while, then reverting to life as usual, leaves us ripe for yet 
another round of discipline. The psalmist wrote, "It is good for me that I have been af-
flicted, that I may learn Your statutes." When God affords you the privilege of a learning 
experience, make good on it. 

Repenting for a little while is just a delayed version of not repenting at all. (Turning Point 
Daily Devotional, 9-13-05) 

from CRUX of the News, August 22, 2005 
 
Bishop Lawrence Brandt announced the establishment of a diaconate formation program in his diocese. The 
following is excerpted from his published letter to the faithful explaining the program. 
 

The permanent diaconate is no stepping stone or passing phase.  It is a dimension of the 
ordained ministry that completes the picture of how Christ is sacramentally present to the 
Church in leadership and service.  The permanent deacon is marked out by the sacrament 
of Holy Orders he receives as a public witness to Christ by virtue of his ordained office. 
“The permanent deacon’s role is to bring the human and spiritual needs of the world to 
the forefront of the Church for its generous and healing response.  He is also to take the 
Church’s witness to God’s kingdom into the world where the deacon works, socializes, 
and participates in the community’s interests and activities. 
“As an ordained clergyman, the permanent deacon shares a special relationship to me, 
the local bishop.  He takes his assignments from my office, and he is ultimately account-
able to me for the effectiveness of his ministry.  Whether serving as parish administrator, 
a hospital chaplain, a social advocate for the poor, a director of marriage preparation, or 

whatever other particular ministry a deacon assumes, he extends the bishop’s care for the whole local church in a 
particular area of activity.  The ministry of the permanent deacon is an extension of the ministry of the bishop.  In 
addition, deacons work in conjunction with the priests of the diocese.  The diaconate is not a remedy for the current 
shortage of priests.  It is a complement to the presbyterate.  “It takes many different sets of hands with many differ-
ent skills but with one shared faith to carry out Christ’s mission in out world today.  The permanent diaconate will 
provide the Diocese of Greensburg with a new set of hands to join with the trained laity and priests in the Lord’s 
vineyard.” 
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October 7-9, 2005       Boyne Mountain 
Deacon Convocation 
Loving in the Master’s Footsteps 
Michael Fonseca 
 
November 5, 2005   9AM-3PM   Madonna Hall 
Canon Law I 
Msgr. Raymond Goehring, J.C.L. 
Eileen Jaramillo, J.C.L 
 
November 18, 2005   9AM-3PM   St. Agnes-Fowlerville 
On-going formation 
Social Justice 
Fr. Bryan Hehir 
 
December 3, 2005   9AM-3PM   Madonna Hall 
Canon Law II 
Msgr. Raymond Goehring, J.C.L. 
Eileen Jaramillo, J.C.L 
 
January 7, 2006    9AM-3PM   St. Casmir 
Canon Law III 
Msgr. Raymond Goehring, J.C.L. 
Eileen Jaramillo, J.C.L 
 
January 9-11, 2006       Capuchin Retreat Center 
Retreat         Washington, MI 
Dcn. Endre & Theresa Doran 
 
February 4, 2006   9AM-3PM   Holy Trinity-Ypsilanti  
Homilies 
 
February ?, 2006   9AM-3PM   St. Agnes-Fowlerville 
On-going Formation 
 
March 4, 2006    9AM-3PM   St. Andrew-Saline 
Homilies 
 
March ?, 2006    9AM-3PM   TBD 
Deacon Community  
Lenten Day of Reflection and Prayer 
 
April 1, 2006    9AM-3PM   St. John-Fenton 
Homilies 
 
May 6, 2006    9AM-3PM   St. John-Davison 
Homilies 
 
June 3, 2006    9AM-3PM   TBD 
MAKE UP DATE, if necessary 
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“Forgiveness, Peacemaking, and Reconciliation” 
Corpus Christi University Parish, 2955 Dorr Street, Toledo, Ohio 43607-3023. 

Tuesday evenings, Lecture: 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Question Period 6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
For additional information, please call 419-531-4992  

 
September 27 Forgiveness as a Catalyst for Spiritual Development 
 James Bacik Pastor, Corpus Christi University Parish 
 
October 4 Reconciliation: The Possibilities in a Polarized Church 
 Robert Schreiter, C.P.P.S. 
 Bernadin Center Vatican II Chair in Theology, Catholic Theological Union 
 
October 11 Dead Man Walking — The Journey Continues 
 Helen Prejean, C.S.J., Death Penalty Activist 
 
October 18 It Is In Pardoning That We Are Pardoned 
 Shannon Schrein, O.S.F. 
 Chairperson, Lourdes College Department of Religious Studies 
 
October 25 Justice and Forgiveness: Can They Go Together? 
 Stephen Pope, Associate Professor of Theology, Boston College 
 
November 1 To Be A Sign of Peace: The Church’s Mission in a Time of War 
 Michael Baxter, Assistant Professor of Theology, University of Notre Dame 
 

Living the Good Life in Our Current Culture 

 Fifth Annual Richard McCormick Conference on Moral Theology 
 Tuesday, November 15 —  4-8:30PM 
  John Martin Marty, the esteemed Fairfax M. Cone Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus at the Univer-
sity of Chicago for two challenging presentations: “When we do not agree on absolutes must we be relativists?” (4-6PM) and 
“The good life as generosity toward the other” (7-8:30PM).  The registration fee includes dinner, which will be served at 6PM. 
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Fr. Charlie’s New Book 
Very deliberately Jesus selected every word in what we know of as the Lord's Prayer.  Per-
haps we should spend some equally deliberate time meditating on His choices.  Take the first 
word, for instance.  Have we spent much time meditating on the word "Our"?   
Fr. Charles Irvin has written a book on each of the major words and phrases found in the 
Lord's Prayer.  The book is entitled Entering the Heart of God: Praying the Lord's Prayer in 
Our Day. 
It is available from Xulon Press at:  
http://www.xulonpress.com/bookstore/titles/1597814261.htm 
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Perhaps you have heard the story of the football coach who had two quarterbacks. The first team 
quarterback was gifted, aggressive, and a born leader. The second string quarterback was, let us 
say, limited. Oh, he was athletic enough but unfortunately, he lacked a mind for strategy. The 
championship game was in progress, the score was tied, the home team had the ball, and the clock 
was ticking down. An opposing player broke through the line 
of scrimmage and slammed the star quar- terback to the ground 
with such force that the signal-caller had to leave the game. 
Time was running out. The coach had no choice but to put in the 
back-up. The substitute trotted onto the field, huddled the team, 
and strode up to the line of scrimmage. 
 
Surveying the opposing team, and much to everyone's surprise, he 
changed the play at the line. The ball was snapped, the quarter-
back handed it off to the half-back who busted up the middle 
and sped all the way into the end zone with the winning touch-
down! An amazing play. Moments later, in the ecstatic dressing 
room, the coach grabbed his second-team quarterback by the 
shoulder pads and said, "Son, that was great! How did you 
know to call that play?" The boy said, "Uh, well coach, it weren't easy. I got up to the line and 
looked across at two of the biggest players I've ever seen and I seen their numbers. One of 'em 
was wearing a six and the other one was wearing a seven, so I just added them numbers together 
and got fourteen and called number fourteen." The coach hesitated a moment and said, "But son, 
six and seven make 13." 
 
The boy, quite unmoved by the correction, said, "You know what coach? If I was as smart as you, 
we would have lost the game." Things do not always add up the way they are supposed to, do 
they? (www.Sermons.com, 2005) 
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Newsletter Deadline February 25th 
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Judy Barrett 
Bill Everett 
Terry Fleming 
Warren Hecht 
Gene Housmann 
Joe Kratofil 
Al Krieger 
Pat Moore 
Pat Pigott 
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 13 Lucille Miller 1993 
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For all those in the 
Armed Forces who have 
lost their lives in Iran 
and Afghanistan. 
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submitted by Theresa Doran 
May today there be peace within. 
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant 

to be. 
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of 

faith. 
May you use those gifts that you have received and pass on 
the love that has been given to you. 
May you be content knowing you are a child of God. 
Let this presence settle into your bones and allow your soul 
the freedom to sing, dance, praise, and love. 
It is there for each and everyone of you. 

Part three of three parts 
by John Cameron 
 
 By definition, front line ministers face hard questions before others up the “chain of command” do. So 
perhaps there is truth to a modest observation of mine.  

 Deacons often open doors before the rest of the Church hears anyone knocking.  Perhaps it was 
always so, and a story about baptism may illustrate that. 

 Chapter 10 of the Acts of the Apostles reports how the early Church faced two perplexing issues in light 
of Jewish law.  The first dilemma involved whether or not to observe dietary purity.  That was resolved 
through the medium of Peter’s dream of the large sheet.  In this dream he heard, “what God has made clean, 
you are not to call profane.”  

 The second quandary was presented by the God-fearing but uncircumcised Roman centurion Cornelius.  
The early Church knew well that circumcision, as sign of the covenant, was necessary for admission into 
Judaism.  Should the Church admit Gentiles to the community through baptism without circumcision?  As 
the story progressed, the Holy Spirit was poured out on circumcised and uncircumcised alike.  Conse-
quently, Peter finally asked, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people, who have received 
the Holy Spirit even as we have?” 

 However, Philip, the second of the seven called to service in Acts 6, had faced a similar issue earlier.  
Chapter 8 of Acts presents the case of the Ethiopian eunuch who sought baptism.  As the law provided in 
Deuteronomy 23:2, “No one whose testicles have been crushed or whose penis has been cut off may be ad-
mitted into the community of the Lord.”  Was this not to be the case for the Christian community as well 
then?  Yet as events unfolded, “they traveled along the road [and] they came to some water, and the eunuch 
said, ‘Look, there is water.  What is to prevent my being baptized?’”  (Acts 8:36) 

 Philip did not see any reason and baptized him.  So there may be a lesson to be drawn here.  Like 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Philip, deacons need to be aware when there is nothing to prevent someone, particularly the disabled, from receiving the mys-
teries of faith in Word and Sacrament.  

 Then they need to educate with a clarity and charity which respects legitimate discretion about admission to catechesis 
and sacrament but which is sufficiently courageous to seek justice from higher authority when the right to either is infringed 
upon by that discretion. 

Extremes 

 In dispensing the mysteries of faith, the Church must avoid two extremes: 

 — on the one hand, the placing of undue burdens on people that Jesus condemned in Matthew 23:4, and 

  — on the other, any appearance of cheap grace or the unseemly manipulation of sacred things.  

The Church and the salvation of souls would be poorly served by perpetuating a superstitious or cultural Catholicism.  
Equally, they would be damaged by restricting access to the means of salvation because of overly zealous rigorism, doubtful 
practices based on a poor reading of Church liturgical law, or the arbitrary exercise of authority. 

  Nevertheless, the Church wants the recipients of the sacraments to be properly disposed.  As well, it wants parents to be 
well motivated and equipped so that they educate their children in the faith by word and example (see canon 226 §2). 

 Now we have already discussed the general rights to Word and Sacrament.  To refresh memory, the foundational canon 
213 reads, 

“The Christian faithful have the right to receive assistance from the sacred pastors out of the spiritual goods of the 
Church, especially the word of God and the sacraments.”  

We already addressed the right to the Word in part 1, and that right is not restricted in anyway (cc.  748 §1, 747, 756 §1, 762).  
So it is proper to turn immediately to the matter of the sacraments.  As we also recall, canon 843 addresses what is needed to 
receive them.  Paragraph 1 requires a proper disposition of those receiving the sacraments (along with other requirements).  
Paragraph 2 requires pastors and others, depending on their role in the Church, to prepare recipients by proper evangelization 
and catechetical instruction according to the norms of competent authority.  

 With this noted, we now continue by considering who is chiefly responsible for the admission to and preparation for the 
sacraments at the parish level.  Much catechesis is directly affiliated with sacramental preparation, yet some catechesis is not.  
What is said about sacramental catechesis in particular, though, could also be said of catechesis in general. 

The Pastor 

 In accord with law, the diocesan bishop supervises sacred liturgy.  Within his legal competence, he can issue liturgical 
norms that bind all in his diocese (c. 838 §1, §4).  Yet canon 843 §2 speaks of the broad duty of the entire Church to prepare 
people for the sacraments: 

“Pastors of souls and other members of the Christian faithful, according to their respective ecclesiastical function, 
have the duty to take care that those who seek the sacraments are prepared to receive them by proper evangelization 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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and catechetical instruction, attentive to the norms issued by competent authority.” 

 Central among these functions is the office of pastor.  The pastor exercises the pastoral care of the com-
munity entrusted him under the authority of the diocesan bishop.  Other priests and deacons cooperate with 
him, and lay members of the Christian faithful assist him (c. 519).  

 Canon 528 describes the pastor’s duties to provide for proclaiming the Word of God, catechetical instruc-
tion, Catholic education, and nourishing the faithful through the devout celebration of the sacraments.  Canon 
529 §1 requires him to support spouses and parents in their duties and to foster the growth of Christian family 
life.  While he is not required to do everything personally, he is to take care to see that these things, and many 
others, are provided.  In fact, several other canons treat the pastor’s obligations, which attend certain sacra-
ments in more detail.  Among them, though not exhaustively, are confirmation (c. 890), Eucharist (cc. 898, 
913), and matrimony (cc. 1063, 1128).  (In light of limited resources, of course, several pastors and their par-
ishes may collaborate to offer services, which they could not separately do.  But the services must still be pro-
vided.) 

 In any case, canon 777 imparts special responsibility upon the pastor to see that catechesis is both suitable 
and thorough for those receiving the sacraments: 

“Attentive to the norms established by the diocesan bishop, a pastor is to take care in a special way: 
1º that suitable catechesis is imparted for the celebration of the sacraments; 2º that through catechet-
ical instruction imparted for an appropriate period of time children are prepared properly for the first 
reception of the sacraments of penance and the Most Holy Eucharist and for the sacrament of confir-
mation; 3º that having received first communion, these children are enriched more fully and deeply 
through catechetical formation; 4º that catechetical instruction is given also to those who are physi-
cally or mentally impeded, insofar as their condition permits; 5º that the faith of youth and adults is 
strengthened, enlightened, and developed through various means and endeavors.”  

Therefore, the proper celebration of the sacraments requires suitable catechesis over time that prepares recipi-
ents to receive them properly and nurtures their growth in faith.  But there are several other points to be drawn 
from these canons. 

 First, while the actual provision of the catechesis and instruction may often be delegated to others under 
the oversight and direction of the pastor, ultimate responsibility, and authority must rest with him.  This will 
latter suggest a proper “avenue” for advocacy: first, to the minister or parish official who might have impeded 
a right to a sacrament or catechesis; then, to the pastor (if not the same person); and ultimately, to the diocesan 
bishop.  

 Second, as canon 777, 4º implies, catechesis is to be given to the disabled, but with a view toward any 
limitations that their conditions impose.  Clearly, the mind of the legislator does not endorse any kind of inap-
propriate rigorism. 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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 Third, it pertains to the diocesan bishop to establish norms for catechesis for the sacraments.  Such norms may 
be variously called laws, policies, guidelines, or the like.  But in assessing whether someone has been incorrectly 
impeded from rightful reception or catechesis, these norms have to be known, referenced and then applied to the 
situation. 

Typical Obstacles 

 Four somewhat typical obstacles can impede the access of the disabled to the Sacraments and the Word.  
These are inadvertence, sufficiency, inconvenience and stressed resources.  We should never assume bad faith 
when they appear.  To the contrary, it may be most useful to assume a lack of knowledge or reflection when they 
do.  

 In most of these cases, a deacon, equipped with knowledge of the Church’s teaching and law as well as dioce-
san policies and guidelines, can often provide an effective remedy by the simplest of actions.  That action is educa-
tion of the Church personnel impeding access for the disabled, and we will consider it below as we continue. 

 First among the obstacles, inadvertence is a mere oversight or a failure to consider the rights of a party as 
given by Church law or as protected by higher authority.  It is often the likeliest suspect.  But sometimes it is a 
negligent lack of attention to something.  Again, this is normally remedied by calling attention to the principles in 
teaching and law.  The solution could be as simple as recalling the principle of canon 777 4º that instruction for the 
physically or mentally impeded depends on their condition or referring to other points of the universal law, espe-
cially as provided for in the particular law or policies of a diocese. 

 The second obstacle, sufficiency, begins with the notion that Jesus provides for persons with disabilities, even 
apart from the sacraments or catechesis.  This is true enough, but as canon 840 reads in part,  

“The sacraments of the New Testament were instituted by Christ the Lord and entrusted to the Church.  
As actions of Christ and the Church, they are signs and means which express and strengthen faith, render 
worship to God, and effect the sanctification of humanity, and thus contribute in the greatest way to estab-
lish, strengthen, and manifest ecclesial communion.”  

This entrustment signifies something of the will of Christ to act through the Church and to minister the sacraments.  
Clearly, attitudes to the contrary need to be uncovered and corrected even in particular cases. 

 The third obstacle, the sheer inconvenience of making special provision for someone, would rarely be ex-
pressed overtly, at least in my opinion.  It could rest as an unvoiced reason for not providing special formation and 
preparation for the disabled.  When a parish offers nothing or little, perhaps it should be asked whether this is at the 
root of the individual problem.  The gospel, of course, is to be preached in season and out of season.  Presumably, 
the same is true for the provision of the gospel in all its dimension. 

 Finally, parishes are generally under stressed financial or human resources and many can only be stretched so 
far.  This may be a systemic problem, but it calls for someone to ask the question even in a case of individual advo-
cacy, where are our priorities anyway?  

 Astute readers will note that I have omitted rigorism and the arbitrary exercise of power from the list of typi-
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cal obstacles.  In my opinion, they are somewhat rare.  Even so, they should also be confronted by the type of 
advocacy that first seeks to educate people about the law. 

Two Kinds of Advocacy for the Deacon 

 Advocacy exists at both the particular and the systemic level.  Particular advocacy is directed at the pro-
tection of the legitimate rights, which the Christian faithful and others have in the Church in an individual 
case.  

 Systemic advocacy is aimed at making changes in the institution so that those legitimate rights are more 
effectively protected in all cases.  This latter type of advocacy is best done in connection with others.  In my 
opinion, the most prudent place to begin is with the diocesan offices responsible for the disabled and worship.  
Rather than attempting to reproduce their resources here, it is best simply to refer to their services and encour-
age deacons to think about their responsibilities for this advocacy.  In particular cases, though, problems in the 
parish system itself will also lead to particular problems and call for particular advocacy.  

 In both cases, deacons must know and think thoroughly about their role as an advocate. It is critical to 
remember that the law of the Church is intended to foster the communion of faith and charity.  So the first 
reaction to any perception that a legitimate right has been denied should not be adversarial or condemnatory 
but respectful, conciliatory and educational.  Carelessly second-guessing the prudence or undermining the 
legitimate authority of a Church official, normally the pastor in these cases, contribute nothing to justice or 
communion.  But careful and informed advocacy can assist everyone.  

 Moreover, it is critical to identify the avenues of authority.  As I observed above, the pastor is responsible 
for the administration of the sacraments as well as catechesis in the parish.  This is true no matter how the pas-
toral service of the parish is further structured.  Beyond that, the avenue of advocacy in redressing some viola-
tion of legitimate rights is to the diocesan bishop. 

Particular Advocacy 

 The first role in particular advocacy is to seek to reconcile by clarifying the situation and the rights in-
volved.  

 We start with reconciliation.  A desire to settle conflict peacefully, with Christian charity, is enshrined in 
the mind and the law of the Church.  In any kind of controversy, administrative or judicial, the law of the 
Church has a clear preference for conciliation and the study of the problem (canons 1659, 1712-1716).  Canon 
1426 §1 is particularly illustrative:  

“All the Christian faithful, and especially bishops, are to strive diligently to avoid litigation among 
the people of God as much as possible, without prejudice to justice, and to resolve litigation peace-
fully as soon as possible.”  

Canon 1773 §1 states:  

“Whenever a person considers himself or herself aggrieved by a decree, it is particularly desirable 
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that the person and the author of the decree avoid any contention and take care to seek an equitable 
solution by common counsel, possibly using the mediation and effort of wise persons (studium) to 
avoid or settle the controversy in a suitable way.” 

 While the role of advocate is not the same as the role of a mediator or counselor, the same kind of careful 
study has to be done. 

 This underlines the need for some familiarity with the Pastoral Statement of U.S. Catholic Bishops on 
Persons with Disabilities (November 1978; revised 1989) and the Guidelines for the Celebration of the Sacra-
ments with Persons with Disabilities (approved 16 June 1995).  As I mentioned before, both are available 
through the USCCB Publications Office.  Then too, deacons should know how to contact the diocesan office 
for Ministry With Persons With Disabilities and the Office of Worship.  They should feel free to consult can-
onists in particular cases. 

 Beyond this, particular advocacy seeks to gather all the information that is available in a given case and to 
present it to the original decision maker for a reconsideration of the decision.  

 The law itself presumes that a person who exercises power to make a decision affecting others will first 
gather the facts and know the law.  The model for this can be seen in canons 51 and 52 when an authority has 
to make a decree, that is, a decision in “a particular case in accord with the norms of law” (canon 48).  Before 
making the decision, the authority “should seek out the necessary information and proofs, and insofar as possi-
ble, to hear those whose rights can be injured” (canon 51).  The decision should provide for at least some brief 
expression of the reasons for it (canon 52).  Even if the reasons are not expression, no decision should be arbi-
trary, since law itself can be partially defined as an “ordinance of reason,” that is, based on reason. 

 So in asking a decision maker to reconsider in a particular case, or even to reevaluate a policy, there is a 
first and necessary element of discovery.  By this, I mean that all parties have to understand the basis in fact 
for a denial of a sacrament or of a right to suitable catechesis or even a service.  This certainly requires any 
advocate to keep in mind that he or she does not always hear the entire story when he or she listens to the par-
ents or others who believe that a sacrament or access to some aspect of catechesis has been denied.  They do 
not always speak objectively, but sometimes out of a history of frustration in trying to get any one of a number 
of services on behalf of the disabled person from any source.  So some objective fact-checking by the advocate 
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The promotion of the missionary vocation, scheduled for the weekend of October 22-23 has been can-
celled by the Diocese of Lansing and the Formation Department.  “The diocese is asking parishes to 
give particular emphasis to the closing of the Eucharistic year,” Fr. Karl Pung announced, “and so our 
campaign will be stepping aside.  When this vocations campaign was first conceived over a year and a 
half ago, it was not known when the Year of the Eucharist would end and how it would be celebrated.  
It was decided that if a conflict arose, we would deal with it then.  Here we are now.” 
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After many years of war with the Hittites, King Ozymandias of Assyria was running 
low on cash. 
 
His last great possession was the Star of the Euphrates, the most valuable diamond in 
the ancient world. 
 
Desperate, he went to visit Crosius,              the pawnbroker, to get a loan using the 
bauble as surety. 
 
Crosius said, “I’ll give you                                       100,000 dinars for it.” 
 
“But,” King Ozymandias protested, “I paid a Million Dinars for it.  Don’t you realize 
who I am?” 
 
Crosius replied, “When you wish to pawn a Star, makes no difference who you are.” 
 
(Cybersalt Digest) 


