THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT—December 14, 2008

© St.Elizabeth

2035 Fifteenth Street West
Hastings, MN 55033 Ann SEtOn

} Parish Office:

Fr. Jim Perkl, Pastor ~ Fr. Abraham George, Associate Pastor

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekends:

Saturday: 4:30 pm

Sunday:

7:30 am,9:30 am,11:30 am,6:00 pm

Daily Mass
Monday-Friday: 7:00 am
Thursday: 5:15 pm

Reconciliation

Weekdays at 6:45 am

Every Saturday 3:45-4:15 pm
Immediately following 4:30 pm Mass on
the first Saturday of each month.

Holiday Reconciliation Times

Sun., Dec. 14: 2:00 pm (Communal)
Thurs., Dec. 18: 7:00 pm (Communal)
Sat., Dec. 20: 10:00 am (Individual)

Anointing

Immediately after the 5:15 pm Mass on
the first Thursday of the month, or by
appointment.

CHURCH DECORATING

Do you enjoy seeing the beautiful
church decorations during the
Christmas season? Would you like
to know how it all happens? Come

be a part of the fun of decorating the Christmas Mass Thwmes:

church for Christmas starting at 9:30

am on Saturday, December 20. We'll wed VLCSD{Q@, Decevber 24, 2008
continue decorating until we're 4:30 P"Wﬁ -00 PVW 12:00 am Mid V\/L@ ht
done. Many hands can help us get

done quickly. Refreshments will be Thursda 8’ December 2 5, 2008

provided. We have something to do
for all ages! F30 0 V\A,ﬁ 30 o, 11:30 am



Recognize the One Among Us

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

A young fish said to an old fish, “Excuse me, you are older than I, so can you tell me where to find the thing
they call the ocean?” “The ocean is the ‘thing’ you are in now”, replied the older one. “Oh, this? But this is
water. What I am seeking is the ocean”, said the disappointed fish, as it swam away to search elsewhere.
How many of us are looking else where for a better, joyful life, when we are actually living in the ocean of God’s loving pres-
ence.

We hear people saying that we must put God in our lives, but God is already here among us. Our job is to recognize him. The
gold necklace we wish to acquire is around our neck. “There is One among you, whom you do not recognize”(Jn.1:26), said
John the Baptist, pointing to the then physical presence of Jesus Christ. The same Lord is now present in our minds and in our
midst_in a mysterious way. It is his continued presence, though invisible, that gladdens our hearts, even in the midst of shady
sadness.

Jesus, ever present, enters into our hearts in the silence of prayers, provided we do not resist him by hiding behind layers of
distractions, drowning his voice with noise from television sets, stereos and other worldly noises.

He comes to us through his words in the Scriptures. If we listen to his words, not like listening to a cassette rerun, his words
will come alive, questioning and enlightening our minds, challenging and testing our wills, moving and inspiring our hearts.

He comes through the Sacraments, which are those intense moments of grace and peak experience of God.

God is present in our fellow human beings. God created us in his own image and likeness. When God became man, human
nature was raised to a divine dignity. As children of God, we are called to recognize God'’s presence in our brothers and sisters.

In spite of daily prayers, regular reception of the sacraments of the Eucharist and reconciliation, and the scriptural reading,
many do not experience God’s loving, and joyful presence in their lives and in their families. Here is the need of real examina-
tion of our conscience. Do I recognize God’s presence in my family, in my spouse, in my children? How do I consider them? Is
my spouse a problem for me? Are my children a problem for me? Is my neighbor a problem for me?

If I see the other person as a problem, then I try to solve it by various unkind and selfish means. On the other hand if I see the
other as a mystery, then my attempt must be to understand that person more and more with respect. I have to remember an
unquestionable fact that he or she was not created in my image and likeness but in God’s image and likeness. So my prayer
comes from the depth of my heart to understand the mystery of that person with the grace of God. Such prayer should be sac-
rificial and life related. That prayer and the reception of sacraments do not have to be mechanical and verbal in style. It may be
easier to recite the Creed than see the presence of God in my brothers and sisters.

What are the blocks that obstruct us to see God in others? One sure way that obstructs us is pride. Pride is a psychological in-
flation, more disastrous than the economic inflation. The latter deprives us, only of adequate purchasing power, but the former
deprives Jesus of any space in a human heart. St. John the Baptist was so humble that he felt unworthy “even to untie his san-
dal strap” (Jn.1: 27). Pride and grace never dwelt in one place. Of course, the most common stumbling block that hinders to see
Christ in others is selfishness.

Advent is not only a time when we recall and relive Israel’s waiting for the Messiah. It is
much more than that. It is also a time when we recall that Jesus will return at the end of his-
tory- at a time we least expect. In between the first coming and the final coming, Christ wants
to keep coming to us here and now in our brothers and sisters. At his final coming we will be
rewarded according to the care and love we gave to others. (Matthew 25: 31-46)

May this Advent preparation be a sincere attempt to recognize Jesus in others, especially in
our families- between husband and wife and among the parents and children?

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Abraham George, CMI
Associate Pastor




Spiritual Life Eucharistic Adoration

OUR 150th CHURCH HISTORY

“The 150 Year History of the Catholic Church in Hastings” by
Dick Darsow will be available for sale after Masses in the li-
brary on December 20 & 21. This limited-edition hardcover
book will sell for $20. Books will also be available for sale in the
Parish Office on Monday & Tuesday, December 22 & 23.

THANK YOU FOR “REMEMBERING”

The following note was received from Scott Zahren, Executive
Director of Hope House of St. Croix Valley, Stillwater, MN:
“On behalf of the residents at Hope House, I want to offer my
heartfelt thanks for the benefit performance of “Remembering”
that took place at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Parish this
past Monday on our behalf. Over $3,200 was raised for Hope
House. This offering will assist us in continuing our mission to
provide housing for people living with AIDS. The performance
of “Remembering: The Lives of Candace and Nancy Simon”
was quite moving and is a great reminder that the “face of
AIDS” is you, I and everyone else. As they say, “there but for
the grace of God go I.” Please offer my thanks to Chris, Eliza-
beth, Sarah, Kay, Heather and Jessie for a magnificent perform-
ance. Also, pass good words on to the parishioners of St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Catholic Church. If anything, “The Lives of
Candace and Nancy Simon” is a reminder that we must not
stop until a cure for AIDS is found.”

SETON SINGERS

The next rehearsal for the Seton Singers will be on Wednesday,
December 17 at 7pm in the church. The Seton singers will be
singing for the Christmas Midnight Mass. They will perform in
concert at 11:30pm on December 24.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR

Our next rehearsal will be Wednesday, December 17 from
5:45pm -6:30pm. We ask that the parents who are going to sing
with us attend a short practice at 6:15pm on the 17th. Just a re-
minder, the Children's Choir will sing at 4:30pm on December
24, and will have a concert before Mass beginning at 4:00pm. If
you have any questions, please call Mo at ext. 228 or Chris at
ext. 230.

HANDBELL CHOIR

The next rehearsal for the Handbell Choir will be on Tuesday,
December 16 at 5pm. The Handbell Choir will be ringing for
the Christmas Day Mass at 9:30am.

CDS BY PARISH MUSICIANS FOR SALE

Copies of “The Music of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church” CD
featuring the musicians from our parish, along with CD projects
by Chris Falteisek, Pete Likes, Nancy Gessner & Theresa Raway
King are available for sale through Chris in the Parish Office.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Saturday, January 31 — 7:00pm - The Seton Singers will be host-
ing a Mission Mexico Benefit Concert.

In the Chapel of Resurrection 24 Hours Each
Day Except During Weekend Mass Times.
Use the NORTH entrance of the building for
late evening and night time hours.

Everyone is welcome.
Come when you like,
stay as long as you wish.
Our Lord is always ready to welcome you!

Divine Mercy Prayer Hour each Wednesday, 7-8pm
Little Way of Divine Love Prayer Group each
Sunday 7:15 — 8:45pm
Everyone is welcome in the prayer groups.

When you visit Our Lord in Eucharistic Adoration this
week, please pray 1) for all retired religious 2) for our
Holy Father, all cardinals, bishops, priests, deacons, reli-
gious, seminarians and missionaries 3) for all who are
discerning a vocation to the priesthood or religious life 4)
for the unemployed and all who are suffering the effects
of the economic turndown 5) that the needy will get the
assistance that they need 6) for the SEAS Parish Council,
Commissions and Committees 7) for the Total Life Care
Center being established in Hastings and 8) for Father
Jim, Father Abraham, all the area priests, the SEAS Parish
and Staff, the Archdiocese of St. Paul — Minneapolis, the
Red Lake Indian Mission and the Diocese of Kitui, Kenya.

CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS
There will be adoration on Christmas Eve Day and on
Christmas Day, except during Mass times. Please see the
Christmas adoration schedule, which is in the Chapel
near the sign in book.

CAN YOU BE A SUBSTITUTE ON CHRISTMAS EVE
OR CHRISTMAS DAY?

In case there is a need for substitutes at Christmas time, it
would be very helpful to know who is available. If you
could be a substitute for adoration, please call Mary Ann
at 437-4546, Diane at 438-2851, Marguerita at 437-9777,
Edna at 437-8800 or Barb at 437-3784.

ATTENTION MARRIED & ENGAGED COUPLES
The Cana dinner will be Saturday, January 24, 2009, after
the 4:30pm Mass. Please watch the bulletin
for more details.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is a Catholic Family Where
God is Present and Active Through the Gift of the
Seven Sacraments.




Stewardship SEAS School

A deeper understanding of

giving of oneself
Gifts — while forever wanted and
needed, cannot tell the whole story.
The most precious gift, is the mes-
sage that you care. God gave His
only Son, because He indeed does
care for each and everyone of us.
How much do you care? How much
time and effort do you put into your
prayer life? How much time does
your family spend together? Take
some time each day to thank God for
the gifts He has bestowed on you
and your family.

Weekend of December 7, 2008

Sunday Envelopes............ $40,816.87
Plate.......ocoiviiiiiiiiiiieeene, $933.10
Youth Envelopes.................. $74.35
Direct Contributions......... $3,562.30

Weekly Total.................. $45,386.62
Weekly Budgeted............ $31,434.00
Difference..............c....... $13,952.62

Phase II Building Fund....... $3,581.00
Year to Date Actual Budget

Actual..........ooooi $716,107.28
Budgeted..................... $754,733.00
Difference.................... ($38,625.72)
READINGS FOR SUNDAY

Sunday, December 21, 2008

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/11
Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29
Romans 16:25-27

Luke 1:26-38

WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS

If you are interested in having your
wedding at SEAS, please contact
Janet at ext. 265 at least six months
prior to your expected celebration
date.

If you are interested in having your
child baptized, please call the parish
office for information about baptism
class times and baptism dates.

THANK YOU!

Thank you to all who helped make the recent Mini-Classes a success for our stu-
dents in 6th-8th grades. Research supports the need for young adolescents to have
cross grade-level opportunities and to choose topics that are somewhat non-
academic in nature, to experience life beyond the classroom. It is also very impor-
tant that our students have a chance to interact with adults who are passionate and
interested in what they do. The following classes were offered: Tennis, Golf, Bak-
ing, Fix It, Sign Language, Yoga, Drama, Quilting/Sewing, Scrapbooking, Knitting,
Martial Arts/Self Defense & Cribbage. A special thanks to the middle school teach-
ers and to the other SEAS staff who taught a class, and also to the following adults
from our parish: Barb Massman, Kathy Horsch, and one other parishioner whose
name we do not have (Quilting/Sewing), Yvonne Cecchini (Gooey Roll making)
Chris Spinler (Pie making), Brenda Mohrhauser from Scrap-In-Time (Card Mak-

ing).

NO SCHOOL

There is no school for SEAS students on Monday & Tuesday, Decem-
ber 22 & 23. School will resume January 5. All parishioners are wel-
come to celebrate Mass at school on Wednesday, January 7 at 9:15am
for the Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.

SAVE THE DATES
The SEAS School Fish Fry will be on March 6 & April 3 in Seton Hall. The Spring
Fling will be on April 24 in Seton Hall.

News & Events

THE GIVING TREE

Don’t forget to return your items for the Giving Tree by Monday, December 15.
There are boxes marked with the agency's ornament near the Youth Room. Please
include the original ornament on your UNWRAPPED gift. You can also make a
monetary donation to the agency of your choice. Thank you so much for your gen-
erosity!

OUESTION OF THE WEEK

We're heading in the direction of joy. Name three things you absolutely cannot
change about your life or the world right now. Place those things in the hands of
the Christ and let them go!

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR POSITION AVAILABLE

Hastings Total LifeCare Center (HTLC) is a pro-life organization that provides
pregnancy-related and health related services. The ideal candidate for Executive
Director is a person committed to HTLC’s mission, a person who adheres to its
policies, procedures, and maintains high standards of professionalism and integ-
rity while offering hope, help and respect to all individuals and families served.

Part-time position responsibilities will include, but are not limited to, counseling,
management of both volunteers and clients, public relations, fund-raising, general
office duties and working collaboratively with HTLC’s Board of Directors. For
more information and/or to submit your resume, please send a resume on or be-
fore January 15, 2009 to: taklaserman@msn.com or mail to: Hastings Total Life-
Care Center, 101 10t St E, Hastings, MN 55033







Faith Formation News

Faith Formation classes will meet this Wednesday, December 17. - Classes will be on Christmas break until Wednes-
day, January 7, 2009. From all of us in the Faith Formation Office have a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year.
See you in 2009!!

THANK YOU!!

A big thank you to all the families who participated in Santa’s Workshop on December 6. We had over 100 children par-
ticipating as well as over 50 parents and teens volunteering their time to make sure the workshop was a success. Thanks
also to Santa and his #1 Elf for making time in their busy Christmas schedules to be with us for the whole morning! A
great time was had by all!!

FIRST EUCHARIST

Please attend a parent-only meeting on Monday, February 23 at 7:00pm OR Saturday February 28 at 9:00 am. Bring a
copy of your child’s baptismal certificate if baptized at a church other than SEAS. Contact Mary Ellen at ext. 227 if you
have questions.

UPCOMING CONFIRMATION SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
Confirmation Candidates are needed to help with the Cana Dinner scheduled on Saturday, January 24. Please call the

Adult Faith Formation News

Office of Faith Formation or Brian Hoyland, our Youth Minister, for more details.

A CATECHETICAL MINUTE BY: JEANNE HILL, O.P.

Lesson 11 (CCC 946-1065) starts with "I believe in the Communion of Saints.” We are in communion with all the people
at Mass, but also the saints who have gone before us. These saints followed the will of God. Mary is our best example of
doing the will of God. We pray to her and the other saints for help because they found the way to follow Christ. "I be-
lieve in the forgiveness of sins." Jesus on the Cross forgave us all, but we have to admit to our sin. We need to be healed.
When we go to the doctor, we tell our illness to the doctor and we are given medicine to heal our physical bodies. When
we go to confession, we tell the priest (in the person of Christ) our sins and he gives us penance and absolution to heal
our souls (spiritual bodies). We are all sinners and all need healing. I go often as we also receive the grace of a sacra-
ment. "I believe in the resurrection.” Our body’s die, but our souls do not die. We choose where we want our souls to go:
Heaven or Hell. Purgatory is for those souls that have faith, but are not purified. We pray for the souls in purgatory as
they cannot pray for themselves after they die. In the final judgment, our souls are reunited with our bodies for all eter-
nity or everlasting life. We are either with God or without God. The Creed ends with “Amen” “I believe”. Every time we
say “Amen” in Mass we are saying, “I believe”. I believe in all the Catholic Church teaches. This is my last class until
Feb. 16, 2009. I hope you have enjoyed reading about the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Have a blessed Christmas
that is filled with Christ's love for us.

SCRIPTURE STUDY GROUP

One of the best tools for scripture study since Vatican II has been the Little Rock Scripture Study (LRSS) program. One
needs to look no further than this excellent program for sound Bible study: expert input from videos and printed materi-
als, an easy to learn method of prayer and study, and a proven track record nationally and internationally. If you want a
solid, user friendly program for personal and parish Bible study, this is it! LRSS is on Advent/Christmas break, but will
return Mondays or Tuesdays beginning in January. We are studying Galatians and Romans now, and will study the Pas-

sion and Resurrection narratives during Lent. Call Mary Ellen at ext. 227 for more information or to reg-

ister for the class. R
, wé‘Ha\‘rue aClasg |
o .
VIRTUS TRAINING ‘0"'
Four Virtus training sessions have been added for the month of December. Training will be held on De-| ——— |

cember 17 at 9:30am and 5:00pm at the Hastings Bus Garage, on December 18 at 9:30am at the Hastings



Parish Family & Life

PRAYER CORNER BEFRIENDER MINISTRY

Note: To add a name to the prayer corner, please call Janie at extension 224 Sometimes we feel like
with the name of the loved one needing prayers, your name, and your tele- this—as if no one sees
phone number. Thank you!

us or cares about us.

Laine Alter family, Jerry Abbott, Jesse Abbott, Eva Bernstein, Jan Burr, ¢ We feel lonely, forgot-
Y;

Marlene Burkard, Bernice Balitz, Peter Biessel & family, Jacob Berggren, m ten. When you feel like

BEFRIENDER
this, a Befriender can M I N 1S TR Y

Ruth Bremer, Jim Burgoyne, Cole Christian, Pat Conway, Marie Cowan,

Mary Cedar, Scott Dodge, Pauline Deiman, Don Diamond, Cal Daniel, Cla-

rence Drietz, Margaret Denn, Monica Driscoll, Margie Flemming, Jim Flemming, Roger
Fike, Barb Frank, Brian Fraleigh, Lorene Gergen, Julie Gabor, Steve Gilbert, Bill Gilles,
Ryan Gelhar, Craig Giles, Bill Hobday, Deanne Swainston-Harrison, Collette Hall, John
Hoffmann, Gordy Hennen, Lynn Hunter, Mike Husman, Jon Holmes & Family, Marga-
ret Huberty, Tom & Barb Imdieke, Sr. Florence Judge, RSM, Gary Kitzmann, Kiki, BPK, ELECTRONIC GIVING )
Lucy & family, Keith LaValla, Cheryl Murtaugh, Jodi McNamara, McCarty/Gergen Now you can set up an electronic
Family, Mike, Jim McGrath, Adam Majetch, Robert Meiers, Pete Nelson, Clarence funds transfer to SEAS pariSh to sim-
Roger Olson, Frances Rego, Gene Pitra, Ruth, Rita Razidlo, Jim Rotty, Ryan, Gene plify your regular giving. Please con-
Rotty, Ed Riveness, Charlene Schaupp, Terry Salo, John Shima, Gordon Sanders, Emma tact the parish office to receive the
Siebenaler, Fran Schneider, Jackie Scott, Ed Siebenaler, Michael Schaack, Rick Smith, simple form to set this up with your
Jane & Daniel Saxton, Sylvester & Irma Taube, Missy & Mike Thompson, Mary Tri,
Gloria Tebbe, Cody Vanderloop, Evie Williams, Celestine Wagner, Penny Whipple,
Lenny Weiss, Julie & Steve Warmbo, Nico Youngren, Louise Young

give you the caring, A Listening Presence
Christian concern and listening you
need. Call Vern Fox at 480-3496.

bank or go to our web-site:
www.seasparish.org

DON'T MISS THIS!

GIVING STOCK TO SEAS They’re coming back! You won't
Did you know that giving stock to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish is another want” to miss it! The “No Name
way you can support our parish’s ministries? If you have stock that you have Band” will :’e here on T}Jesday, De-
owned for at least one year and that has appreciated in value since you pur- ~ cember 16% at Ipm. It's free, but

chased it you can give the stock to the parish and take a tax deduction for the we'll be passing the hat. Yep, of
course we’ll have pie and ice cream

too. Come on over for a fun toe
step’n good time.

stock’s market value on the day you give it. You get your deduction and
avoid any capital gains taxes, and you give a larger gift to the church at a
lower cost to you.

You can give stock to SEAS in one of two ways: CALENDARS

® Stock certificates. You can give stock certificates to the parish, along with Please pick up your FREE 2009 cal-
a stock power and letter of authorization. We have these forms in the par- endar on the table in the gathering
ish office. space. A BIG thank you to the

® Electronically. You can transfer stock electronically. All you need to dois  Caturia-Smidt and Wise Family fu-
ask your broker to transfer your shares to the church’s account. Call or  neral homes for the donation of
email me for the details. these calendars!

SEAS? will sell any d(?nated shares as soon as possible, thereby benefiting fi- SUNDAY DONUTS
nancially from your gift of stock. It often takes at least a few days to complete Sunday, December 21, 2008
the transaction and for SEAS to sell your stock gift. Because of this, and the 7:30 am—, Margie Ki effe’r

nominal fees involved in selling stock, the value of your gift upon transfer will Mary Hubley, Sheila -
likely vary from the amount SEAS nets from the sale of the shares. However, it Gahler ﬁ
is easy to calculate your deduction, which is based on the value of the stock on 9:30am-— Steve Lorentz

the day you transfer ownership to the church. Please consult your tax advisor family, Leann Litschke

for more information regarding stock gifts and taxes. Jeff & Christine Kuhn

Also, please note that a gift of stock is considered a non-cash contribution to
SEAS, and your receipt from the parish will reflect that. Please contact Mark
Dittman at ext. 222 for more information. Thank you!



