
 

 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING—November 23, 2008 

St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton 2035 Fifteenth Street West 

Hastings, MN 55033 

www.seasparish.org 
Parish Office:  
651-437-4254 

Fr. Jim Perkl, Pastor  ~  Fr. Abraham George, Associate Pastor 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends:  
Saturday: 4:30 pm 
Sunday:  
7:30 am,9:30 am,11:30 am,6:00 pm 
 

Daily Mass  
Monday-Friday: 7:00 am 
Thursday: 5:15 pm 
 

Reconciliation 
Weekdays at 6:45 am 
Every Saturday 3:45-4:15 pm 
Immediately following 4:30 pm Mass on 
the first Saturday of each month. 
 

Anointing 
Immediately after the 5:15 pm Mass on 
the first Thursday of the month, or by 
appointment.  
 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSING 
In celebration of Thanksgiving, the 
Parish Office will be closed on 
Thursday, November 27 and on Fri-
day, November 28. The office re-
open on Saturday, November 29 at 
9:00am. In the event of an emer-
gency, please call the Rectory at 651-
437-5528. If you are entering the 
building for adoration, please enter 
through the NORTH entrance. 
Thank you! 
 

NOTE: There will be no 5:15pm 
Mass on Thursday, November 27, 
but there will be Mass at 7:00am on 
Friday, November 28.  

Please join us for a Mass of Thanksgiving on  
Wednesday, November 26 at 7:00pm or  

Thursday, November 27 at 9:00am.  



 

 

In the Capital of our nation and across the Atlantic in London, England, busses are advertising 
Christmas, but not in a way that you would expect.  The American Humanist Association and 
their collaborators in England are rolling out an advertising campaign on the side of city busses.  
Fred Edwords, remarking on their campaign in Washington, D.C. said,  “Our reason for doing it 

during the holidays is there are an awful lot of agnostics, atheists, and other types of non-theists who feel a little alone 
during the holidays because of its association with traditional religion.”  Using the image of Santa dressed in the 
traditional red and white trimmed outfit and surrounded by snowflakes, the following message is being ad-
vertised, “Why believe in a god? Just be good for goodness sake.”  In London the following advertisement, “There is 
probably no god.  Now stop worrying and enjoy your life.”  Having read their advertisements, what worries me is 
that that there are some in our world who “feel a little alone during the holidays” and others who pose that to 
“enjoy” your life, it’s better if the “worry” of “god” is left behind. 
 
If what is meant by “a god” is the god of: Pride, Greed, Envy, Wrath, Lust, Gluttony and Sloth, then by all 
means, stop believing in these gods and leave them behind!  Unfortunately, from what I hear on CNN and 
other networks in matters concerning money and lifestyle, the data should cause us to “worry” some about 
our American culture and the vast advertising of our secular culture at large. 
 
Given the chance to live freely in the world, the “gods” of Pride, Greed, Envy, Wrath, Lust, Gluttony and 
Sloth should cause each of us plenty of reason to worry, but what worry has Christmas even for the Atheist? 
 
Fortunately for the Church, our advertising is not presented across the 
cold metal surface of a machine that will rust.  Instead, God chose and 
chooses to encounter us with a human face.  The face of Jesus that ap-
peared to us at His birth in Bethlehem and was covered over by death on 
the Cross, still stands as the One Truth, Beauty, Goodness and Love that 
cannot be buried!  Not as an idea or concept did God choose to come to us.  
Instead, Jesus chose to encounter us in person, born to us through a single 
Mother.  Her name is Mary.  Although Christianity may be attacked as an 
idea, because of Mary, God came to us as a child, in a way that we may 
simply believe.  He came to love and be loved, as surely as a mother loves her own child and the child loves 
her in return.   
 

Christmas is to be a time of real conversion for all who claim the Holy Name 
of Jesus.  If we have lost or marred the image of God by our own foul words 
or selfish actions, may our return to Truth, Beauty, Goodness and Love bring 
a new radiance to our faces and welcome Divine Love into our hearts.  
Choosing once again to live the Way, the Truth and the Life given to us by 
the Christ of Christmas, may our neighbors feel in our words and deeds the 
fresh breath of the Holy Spirit!  Through the invitation of the Holy Spirit 
may all, particularly the lonely, feel welcomed in from the cold.  Safe within 
the sanctuary of His Presence, we will not find ourselves outside, choking on 
the greasy smog and pollution that the world offers us apart from God. 

 
This is a reprint of the article by Fr. Jim Perkl in the Hastings Star Gazette on November 20, 2008.  

 

Advertising Christmas Through the Cloud of Diesel Exhaust? 



 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
In the Chapel of Resurrection 24 Hours Each 
Day Except During Weekend Mass Times. 

Use the NORTH entrance of the building for 
late evening and night time hours. 

 

 Everyone is welcome. 
 Come when you like,  

  stay as long as you wish. 
 Our Lord is always ready to welcome you! 

 

Divine Mercy Prayer Hour each Wednesday, 7-8pm 
Little Way of Divine Love Prayer Group each  

Sunday 7:15 – 8:45pm 
Everyone is welcome to the prayer groups. 

 
When you visit Our Lord in Eucharistic Adoration this 
week, please pray  1) in thanksgiving for the Great Mercy 
and many, many blessings that God has bestowed upon 
our Church, our country and our families  2) in thanks-
giving for our Holy Father, all cardinals, bishops, priests, 
deacons, religious, seminarians and missionaries  3) in 
thanksgiving for the blessings of the harvest  4) for the 
suffering souls in purgatory  5) for the students preparing 
for First Reconciliation and Confirmation  6)  that people 
everywhere will have sufficient food and water  7) for the 
Total Life Care Center being established in Hastings  and 
8) for Father Jim, Father Abraham, all the area priests, the 
SEAS Parish and Staff, the Archdiocese of St. Paul – Min-
neapolis, the Red Lake Indian Mission and the Diocese of 
Kitui, Kenya. 
 

USE NORTH ENTRANCE DURING  
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND 

There will be adoration throughout the Thanksgiving 
weekend.  However, the parish office and church build-
ing will be closed on Thursday and Friday immediately 

following the morning Masses.  Therefore, it will be nec-
essary to use the north entrance when coming for adora-

tion. REMINDER TO COMMITTED PRAY-ERS: If you 
are unable to come for your hour, please check with your 
co-pray-ers. If none of you can come, please check with 

your hourly coordinator, who will call a substitute. 
 

YOUR DEAREST FRIEND 
Eucharistic Adoration is spending time with your Dearest 

and Closest friend, the One Who understands you and 
will never let you down, the One who will be with you 

through thick and thin. 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual Life  
“REMEMBERING” 
On Monday, December 1, World AIDS Day, at 7:00pm in 
church, Chris Falteisek, Elizabeth Hermanson, Sarah Keller, 
Kay Caturia, Heather Doffing & Jessie Holm will present 
“Remembering”, a contemporary musical based on the lives 
of Candace & Nancy Simon and how their lives changed 
with AIDS. The performance of “Remembering” will consist 
of two parts – a slide show of Brian Peterson’s photographic 
essay of the Simon family, “Testing the Human Spirit”, 
which won Peterson the Robert F. Kennedy award for jour-
nalism, and Falteisek’s musical project, “Remembering.”  
During the concert, a free-will offering will be taken for 
Hope House in Stillwater. Refreshments will be served. 
 
SEAS MUSIC CD AVAILABLE 
Copies of “The Music of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church” 
CD featuring the musicians from our parish are available for 
sale through Chris in the Parish Office for $15.   
 
SETON SINGERS 
The Seton Singers will sing for the Thanksgiving Mass at 
7:00pm on Wednesday, November 26.  They will also sing 
for our Parish & Faith Formation Evening Prayer on 
Wednesday, December 3 at 7:00pm in the church.  The Seton 
Singers will also sing for the Immaculate Conception Mass 
at 7:00pm on December 8, and they will hold their weekly 
rehearsal after that Mass.  There will be NO rehearsal on 
Wednesday, December 10 due to Jeff Cavins’ retreat in 
church. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
It is not too late to join the Childrenʹs Choir and sing at the 
Christmas Eve Mass at 4:30pm. We are beginning our re-
hearsals now and would love to have you join us this 
Wednesday from 5:45 - 6:30pm in the church. The choir is 
open to all children in grades 3 - 8. Please call Mo (ext.228) 
or Chris (ext. 230) with any questions. 
 
HANDBELL CHOIR 
The next rehearsal for the Handbell Choir will on Tuesday, 
November 25 at 5:00pm in the church.  The Handbell Choir 
will join the Seton Singers & ring for the Thanksgiving Mass 
at 7:00pm on Wednesday, November 26. 
 
SOUNDBOARD TECHNICIANS NEEDED 
We are in desperate need of soundboard technicians to help 
run the sound system for our weekend Masses & other spe-
cial liturgies and celebrations.  Training will be provided, as 
well as you are able to choose when you are scheduled to 
minister.  If you have any questions or would like to see a 
simplified training manual & list of duties of the sound-
board technician, please contact Chris at ext. 230 or Sarah at 
ext. 245.  



 

 

TOOTHBRUSHES FOR HAITI 
We are very grateful to the students of SEAS for the 123 
“Toothbrushes for Haiti” that the students collected. Anyone 
wanting to join in this worthy cause, please call Rosemary Lor-
entz at 507-263-2350.  
 
 
EMERGENCY ECONOMIC STABILIZATION  ACT OF 2008 EXTENDS 
IRA DISTRIBUTION OPPORTUNITY 
Are you age 70 1/2 or older? Consider a tax-free gift from your IRA. Under the 
Pension Protection Act of 2006, which was recently extended by the Emer-
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, there are unique provisions that en-
able certain individuals to make charitable gifts from their IRAs before Decem-
ber 31, 2009. Specifically, a donor may offer a direct, outright gift to a public 
charity from his/her IRA account, and the distribution will be excluded from 
gross income for tax purposes. However, the donor will not receive an income 
tax charitable deduction for the gift. 
 

Limitations and Restrictions: 
 

1. The donor must be at least 70 1/2 years of age. 
2. The distribution must go directly from the IRA trustee to a qualified charita-
ble organization. 
3. There is a $100,000 per taxpayer, per year limit. 
4. The law will be effective for distributions made before January 1, 2010. 
5. The donor may receive no economic benefit for having made the contribu-
tion. 
 

For more information, please contact Mark Dittman in the Parish Office at 651-
437-4254, ext 222, or contact your financial advisor and/or tax accountant. 
 
SHARING & CARING HANDS THANKSGIVING PIE DRIVE  
The annual Thanksgiving Day pie drive will be held on Tuesday, November 
25 from 7:00am until 6:00pm. Please bring your BAKED apple, cherry, blue-
berry, and pumpkin pies to 1511 Brittany Road. If you have 
any questions, please call Darliss Wise at 437-7348. Once 
again, thank you so much for your continued support of 
our poor brothers and sisters. We are still in need of house-
hold items. If you wish, drop off those items along with 
your pies. God bless each of you for your kindness.  
 
CALLED TO LEAD CONFERENCE 
On December 5 & 6, the Called To Lead conference will be coming to Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church in Bloomington. Using The Great Ad-
venture Bible Study System, the conference is structured to give Bible study 
leaders the tools they need to take their study to a new level. Hosted by Jeff 
Cavins, Dr. Tim Gray, and Sarah Christmyer, and featuring Dr. Ted Sri and 
Thomas Smith, Called to Lead caters not only to directors of religious education 
and organizers of large parish Bible studies but also to coordinators of smaller 
studies, study core team members, facilitators of small groups, and anyone 
interested in leading a Bible study. You can find more info about the event and 
register online at www.calledtolead.com or call 1-888-842-2853.  
 

SEAS School Stewardship 

Weekend of November 16, 2008 
 

Sunday Envelopes………...$23,807.98 
Plate……………………...…….$903.69 
Youth Envelopes…....………..$102.47 
Weekly Total………………$24,814.14 
Weekly Budgeted…………$28,417.00 
Difference…………………($3,602.86) 
Phase II Building Fund.……$2,478.00 

 

Year to Date Actual Budget 
Actual……………………..$591,241.96 
Budgeted…………………$648,426.00 
Difference………………..($57,184.04) 
 
READINGS FOR SUNDAY 
Sunday, November 30, 2008 
Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/2 
Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark 13:33-37 
 
WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS 
If you are interested in having your 
wedding at SEAS, please contact 
Janet at ext. 265 at least six months 
prior to your expected celebration 
date.  
 

If you are interested in having your 
child baptized, please call the parish 
office for information about baptism 
class times and baptism dates.  
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hal-
lowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth  
as it is in heaven.  

 

This acknowledgement teaches us: 
• We are not in control (thanks be 

to God!) 
• God has things under control 
• Praising, adoring God makes us 

stronger and wiser 

 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is a   
Catholic Family Where God is  

Present and Active Through the Gift 
of the Seven Sacraments.  



 

 

SANTA’S WORKSHOP 
Santa’s Workshop is scheduled for Saturday, December 6 from 10:00am-12:00pm.  The workshop will 
be held at SEAS school.  Registration has begun and will end on November 28.  Please call the Faith 
Formation Office for more details. 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE: An Advent Retreat Evening with Jeff Cavins 
Jeff will be coming for an Advent retreat evening on Wednesday, December 10th at 7:00 pm.  More details to follow!! 
 
THE RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) JOURNEY 

If you or someone you know would like to learn more about the RCIA process and how to become Catholic, 
contact Mary Ellen at ext. 227.  The next Inquiry session is Tuesday, November 18 from 7-9pm in the St. Boni-
face meeting room. All are welcome! 
 
 

LOCAL CATHOLIC DIVORCED & SEPARATED SUPPORT GROUP FORMING AT SEAS 
Before we can actually begin a Divorced and Separated Support Group at SEAS we are in need of a minimum of eight 
people who are interested in being trained as facilitators. This training will be for six Thursday evenings and one Satur-
day. The facilitating training is for persons who might be involved in any group setting. You need not be divorced to 
take the training.  After the training is complete we will start a support group at SEAS. Hopefully, we can start in Janu-
ary or February of 2009. Please contact Mary Ellen for more information about either the facilitator training or to join a 
support group call Mary Ellen at ext. 227 or email mkenney@seasparish.org.  
 
A CATECHETICAL MINUTE WITH JEANNE HILL, O.P. 
Lesson # 9 – What is church?  The word church comes from the Greek term Kyriake, “to call out of” meaning convoca-
tion or an assembly as that of the assembly of the Chosen people on Mount Sinai.  The Church is the People of God, the 
sheepfold, the sole and necessary gateway to which is Christ (CCC 750-754).  The Father planned the Church from the 
beginning and is the goal of all things (CCC 759-760).  On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was sent to sanctify the Church 
(CCC 767). Through baptism of water, of the Holy Spirit and faith in Christ, one becomes a member of the Church.  The 
Church is the Body of Christ.  We are the Body of Christ, of which Christ is the Head.  When we partake of Communion, 
we become the Body of Christ.  There is One Church, One Body, One Christ, the Son of the One Father, One Holy Spirit, 
and One God.  We become part of this Oneness when we say that we believe in the truths of the Church.  Think about 
this Oneness the next time you are at Mass and try to participate as part of the Body.  When I am at Mass, I feel con-
nected with all present and enjoying taking part.  Lesson # 10 is “One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic”.  Read CCC 811-945.  
If you have separated yourself from Holy Communion or the Body of Christ by what you’ve said, done, or failed to do, 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession) is given to you (us) as the way to return to Christ’s Peace.  Come, Jesus is 
calling you! 
 

JOIN US FOR PUB TALK 
Ages 18 to 100, single or married, are invited to join us for Pub Talk, six free evenings of lively conversa-
tion and fellowship at The Green Mill in Hastings.  Come for one talk or come for all talks.  Food and 
drink will be available for purchase.  A free will offering to benefit St. Martin’s Way will be appreciated.  
The next talk is Tuesday, Nov. 25 from 7-9pm. The  speaker is Fr. Robert Altier and the subject is, “Ask 
the Priest”. Here is your opportunity to write down questions that you have always had, but were afraid 

to ask! 
 
 
 

Faith Formation News 

Adult Faith Formation News 



 

 

Parish Family & Life 

YEAR-END GIVING & TAX STRATEGIES WORKSHOP 
Mother Seton Hall, Tuesday, December 2, 6:30 p.m. 
Among the topics covered: 
• Preserve the value of your estate and business assets. 
• Reduce estate taxes and eliminate the risk of the forced sale of your assets. 
• Distribute business assets to your children active in the business, while    
        building    assets for the benefit of your other children – maintain family     
        harmony. 
• Discover how to sell your business to a third party while enhancing your  
        retirement income and your family’s standard of living. 
• Do you have a will? What would happen to the children if something happened to  
        you? Where would they go? Who would take care of them? 
• How to make charitable gifts from an IRA that counts toward your required mini-

mum distribution. 
• Learn about charitable giving opportunities through the Catholic Community 

Foundation, the custodian of the SEAS School Fund and the SEAS Cemetery Fund. 
 

This workshop is free to our parishioners and anyone else interested.  Presenters are 
Dan Fluegel of the Fluegel Law Firm; Andy Lucking, CFP®, of Vermillion State Bank; 
and Jim Seidel, Vice President of Development & Donor Relations, Catholic Commu-
nity Foundation. Please RSVP to the parish office at 651-437-4254. 
 
THE GIVING TREE 
SEAS Youth Ministries sponsors the Giving Tree each November as a way to raise 
awareness of the needs throughout the community by donating goods to local food 
shelves, charities, and shelters. To participate, pick an ornament off the 
Giving Tree in the gathering space during the month of November. 
Purchase the items listed on the ornament, but do NOT wrap the 
items. The items should be NEW.  Return the items to SEAS by Mon-
day, December 15. There will be boxes marked with the agencyʹs orna-
ment near the Youth Room.   Please include the original ornament on 
your gift. You can also make a monetary donation to the agency of 
your choice. Thank you so much for your generosity! 

PRAYER CORNER 
 Note: To add a name to the prayer corner, please call Janie at extension 224 

with the name of the loved one needing prayers, your name, and your tele-
phone number.  Thank you! 

50+ ANNIVERSARIES 
• Loren & Evelyn Matsch 

       11/30 (68 years) 
 
BEFRIENDER MINISTRY 
Befrienders serve 
members and friends 
of our community with 
love. During a time of 
crisis or special need in 
a person’s life, a Be-
friender provides a 
listening ear; a Christian presence. If 
you or someone you know needs 
this type of personalized care, con-
tact Vern Fox at 480-3496.  
 
YOUTH GROUP COOKBOOK 
FUNDRAISER 
The SEAS Middle School and High 
School Youth Groups are selling 
cookbooks to raise money for their 
weekly meal on youth nights. These 
cookbooks are great stocking stuff-
ers, are reasonably priced ($6.50), 
and support a good cause—what 
could be better!! Please call Brian, 
Youth Minister & Confirmation Co-
ordinator at ext. 237 for more infor-
mation.  
 
NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER 
Come pray with us on the National 
Night of Prayer, on December 8 from 
9pm-1am in our Adoration Chapel. 
Each hour of prayer will start with 
the rosary and then the remainder of 
the hour will be in silence with Our 
Lord. The night will conclude with 
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Every-
one is welcome! 
 
SUNDAY DONUTS 
Sunday, November 30, 
2008 
7:30am– Char Nygaard, 
Jeannie Wagner, Annette 
Johnson 
9:30am– Pete & Ann Hermanson, 
Mary & Stephanie Jones, Craig & 
Marilyn Holm 

Jerry Abbott, Jesse Abbott, Eva Bernstein, Jan Burr, Robert & Bernice Balitz, 
Peter Biessel & family, Jacob Berggren, Ruth Bremer, Jim Burgoyne, Betty 
Lou Baysinger, Marty Cullen, Cole Christian, Pat Conway, Marie Cowan, 
Mary Cedar, Scott Dodge, Pauline Deiman, Don Diamond, Cal Daniel, Cla-
rence Drietz, Margaret Denn, Monica Driscoll, Margie Flemming, Jim Flemming, Roger 
Fike, Barb Frank, Brian Fraleigh, Julie Gabor, Bill Gilles, Ryan Gelhar, The Gilbert Fam-
ily, Bill Hobday, Deanne Swainston-Harrison, Collette Hall, John Hoffmann, Gordy 
Hennen, Lynn Hunter, Mike Husman, Jon Holmes & Family, Margaret Huberty, Sr. 
Florence Judge, RSM, Gary Kitzmann, Kiki, Marty Kranz, BPK, Lucy & family, Keith 
LaValla, Jodi McNamara, McCarty/Gergen Family, Mike, Jim McGrath, Donald Meyer, 
Adam Majetch, Robert Meiers, Clarence Roger Olson, Frances Rego, Gene Pitra, Rita 
Razidlo, Jim Rotty, Ryan, Gene Rotty, Ed Riveness, Charlene Schaupp, Gordon Sand-
ers, Emma Siebenaler, Fran Schneider, Jackie Scott, Ed Siebenaler, Michael Schaack, 
Rick Smith, Jane & Daniel Saxton, Sylvester & Irma Taube, Missy & Mike Thompson, 
Mary Tri, Gloria Tebbe, Evie Williams, Brian White & family, Celestine Wagner, Penny 
Whipple, Lenny Weiss, Julie & Steve Warmbo, Nico Youngren, Louise Young 


