
 

 The Epiphany of the Lord        January 4, 2009 

Prayer Corner 
We pray for a speedy end to violence in 
the Middle East especially in the Gaza 
Strip and for abiding peace in the New 
Year. 

Benefit Driven Worship  
 “Church is boring; the singing is awful; the 
preacher is dull; it’s an unfriendly congregation.” 
These are some of the complaints. People come with 
a hunger, hoping to get something out of the church 
event and become disappointed. What can I get out 
of it?  That’s in the mind a good number of people 
who will return frustrated. Some come for camara-
derie, others for entertainment and still others for 
excitement. A few look for spiritual nourishment.  
In our highly commercialized society, worship is 
looked upon as a business from where they hope to 
gain something.  
 Why did the wise men come from the East? 
Why did they search for the king of the Jews and 
reach Bethlehem?  The bible says: “They prostrated 
themselves and did him homage. Then they opened 
their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh” (Mt 2:10-11). That was their pur-
pose, to worship and offer gifts. In that process, they 
may have gotten excited, entertained and even spiri-
tually nourished. But that’s not what they came for. 
They had no business deals in mind, whereas, King 
Herod was looking for Jesus for business reasons.   
Do we go to church to offer our gifts and to wor-
ship? Or are we frustrated with the business ques-
tion: “What do I get out of it”? 
     Fr Xavier 

  **Weekend Offerings * * 
 

 Envelopes (66) $1,459.00 
 Plate    $   288.41 
 Children (2)  $       2.00 
 Christmas  $   425.00 
 Initial Offering $     10.00 
 Holy Day  $     25.00 
 Building Maintenance $     35.00 
       

 Total   $2,244.41 
 Budgeted Amount $2,425.00 

For Your Information 
Please be advised that Julie Dosch (Bulletin Edi-
tor/PR) and Sarah Roth (Secretary/Bookkeeper) 
can be reached by e-mail at:  julie_dosch@q.com 
and sarah_roth@q.com. 

—Outreach Minister— 
We’re looking for a Eucharistic Minister who will 
take on the responsibility of reaching out to those 
who are homebound.  Some of them may need 
Holy Communion in their homes and others may 
need a ride to the Church during the weekend.  If 
you feel the call to this ministry, please contact 
the Parish Office at 320-358-4370.  A commis-
sioned Eucharistic Minister is preferred. 

Church Kitchen 
It would be appreciated if all those using the church 
kitchen facilities would keep it in the good condition 
it was found upon each use.  Elaine Robinson is the 
person in charge of the church kitchen and if you 
have any questions about use of these facilities, 
please feel free to contact Elaine at 320-358-3223.  

Thank You 
Thanks to all those that donated to the food drive.  
The Rush City Food Shelf is very grateful for your 
generosity!  Please note that the number of people 
who approach the food shelf is steadily increasing. 

  **Christmas Offerings * * 
 

 Envelopes (81) $3,213.00 
 Plate    $   813.00 
 Children (4)  $       4.00 
       

 Total   $4,030.00 
 Budgeted Amount $3,412.00 

**Christmas** 
** Church Donations ** 

 

 Candles  $     11.00 
 Flowers  $     20.00 
 Mass Intentions $     85.00 
 Miscellaneous  $     31.00 
 
 Total   $   147.00 



Birthdays of the Week 
1-5  Tyler Dwyer, Alexander Saumer, Madeline 
Stenger, 1-6 Tyler Arcand, Molly Stenger, 1-7 Isa-
belle Spencer, 1-8 Richard Fetzer, Keith Potter, 
Robert Rothenbacher, 1-9 Jordan Dahl, Richard 
Steltz, 1-10 Janice Walz 

Saints of the Week 
Jan 5 John Neumann, bishop, † 1860; 
missionary from Bohemia; C.SS.R.; bishop of 
Philadelphia; known for his holiness and 
learning; promoter  of parochial schools; 
authored two German catechisms; first 
American bishop canonized (1977). 
Jan 6  Blessed André Bessette, religious, † 
1937 at age 91; C.S.C.; orphaned at age 12; 
known as a healer and the “Miracle Man of 
Montréal” where he founded the Oratory of St. 
Joseph to whom he was dedicated and fostered 
devotion; over one million people paid their 
respects at his death.  
Jan 7 Raymond of Peñafort, priest, † 1275 at 
age 99; O.P.; second master general after St. 
Dominic; collator of canon law, esp.  Decre-
tales Gregorii IX; noted work on penance:  
Summa de casibus poenitentiae; patron of can-
onists and lawyers. 

 Happy Anniversary! 
Donald and Vivian Belland (35 years) 
Timothy and Susan Roth (14 years) 

William and Ruth Tomczyk (15 years) 

Mass Intentions 
For the Week of Jan 4 - January 10  

Tues 8 a.m.  Sam Anderson †  
Wed  8 a.m.  Irene Peno † 
Thurs 8 a.m.  Sheila Mitchell † 
Sat. 5 p.m.  Frances Debevec † 
Sun  9 a.m.  Parishioners 

There are only two ways to live your life.  One is as 
though nothing is a miracle.  The other is as though 

everything is a miracle. 
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Sunday, Jan 4 
6:30 p.m.  Rosary at Golden Living 
6:30 p.m.  Gambler’s Anonymous 
Wednesday, Jan 7 
8:30 - Noon  Adoration 
6:00 p.m.  Youth Choir 
6:00-8:00 p.m.  FF Teacher Potluck & Mtg 
Thursday, Jan 8 
1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Project Group at Fabric,  
     Fashions & More  
6:30 p.m.  CCW Meeting 
7:00 p.m.  RCIA 

Father Oliver Dufresne 
Father Ollie turned 89 on New Year’s Eve.  Happy 
Birthday Father!  A severe back pain has been bother-
ing him for days and he has been homebound.  Please 
keep him in your prayers. 

We all at Church of Sacred Heart and the Rush 
City community would like to thank the Mar-
cussen family for all the great food and hospi-
tality at the Christmas Eve dinner!  All the ef-
fort and hard work are truly appreciated. 

Visionary Home Care 
The mission of Visionary Home Care is to help 
people live their lives to the fullest by provid-
ing dependable, compassionate, Visionary 
Home Care assistance.  This includes Home-
making/Cleaning, Companionship, Respite, 
Emotional Support, Shopping, Errands, Cook-
ing, House Sitting, Pet Care, Yard/Garden 
Care, Maintenance and much more.  Please 
consult the brochure located on the bulletin 
board for more details.  The phone number is 
1-218-389-6244 or Toll Free at 1-877-389-
6244 and they can also be reached at  
www.VisionaryHomeCare.com. 



Vocation Views 
Even gift-bearing kings, accompanied by camels 
and servants, went to visit Jesus Christ.  You, come 
and follow Him.  Take the Good News back to your 
people:  Jesus is Lord of all. 

Those Who Need Our Prayers 
Joe Bergstad, Donald Dahl, Vivian Peltier, Wil-
liam Kalkbrenner, Dallas Erickson, Chris John-
son, and Elinor Capecchi, 
Roger Chellevold, Father Oliver Dufresne, 
Sharon Westman. 

** Next Week Liturgical Roles ** 
Saturday, January 10, 2009 5:00 p.m. 

  
Lector: Wendell Swanson 
Commentator:  Chelcie Gamache 
Communion: Chuck Debevec, Jeanne Kay, 
  Loring Olson 
Gifts:   Waters Family 
Ushers: John O’Brien, Tom Waters, 
  Bob Waters 
Servers: Becky Johnson, Eddie Johnson 

 
Sunday, January 11, 2009 9:00 a.m. 

    
Lector: Laura Hestbeck 
Commentator: Alan Walz 
Communion: Mary Pat Hestbeck, Jim Noon, 
  Dave Prickett 
Gifts:   Youth 
Ushers: Craig Peterson, Dennis Kaufmann, 
  Ed Cunnien 
Servers: Garrett Larson, Devan Larson The Parish Staff would like to express our thanks to 

the Circle of Catholic Women for the wonderful re-
tirement gathering that was prepared for Mary 
Petschl.  A sincere thanks goes out to all those that 
helped in the preparation of this event with regard to 
food and organization. We would also like to thank 
2 Eskies Floral and Lois Noon for the beautiful table 
decorations!  We wish Mary and Al the best and 
hope they get the well deserved  rest and relaxation 
for the next two months in Florida. 

Red Cross Bloodmobile 
Please volunteer to donate blood at St. John’s Lu-
theran Church, 980 W. 4th Street in Rush City  on 
Monday, January 12, from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
(10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. is reserved for high school 
students).  Please help assure blood is available when 
needed.  Thank you! 

Haven Center 
Haven Center is located in North Branch and is a 
Christ-centered ministry that provides professional 
counseling, coaching and related education.  Please 
see the bulletin board for additional information on 
services provided and with regard to the night of enter-
tainment of Dessert Night with Myrtle Nerdstrom on 
Saturday, February 28.  The profits  from this evening 
will go toward the expansion of these vital programs 
and services. 

Theology on Tap 
This program is coming to St. Paul at Dixie’s on 
Grand (651-222-7345)!  The Cathedral Young 
Adults (CYA) have organized the Winter 2009 “six-
pack” of weekly sessions on Wednesday evenings, 
from January 7 to February 11.  This program is 
aimed at serving the spiritual and community needs 
of all young adults, ages 18-39, single or married, in 
an informal setting, while remaining committed to 
the Catholic faith and teachings of the church.  
Please see more details on the bulletin board. 



The Bible Study group will resume our ses-
sions on Monday, January 12 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Parish House.  We will continue our dis-
cussion of Matthew Chapter 26.  See you soon! 
    ~Deacon Larry 

RCIA 

The RCIA group will resume our schedule on 
Thursday, January 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish 
House.  We will reflect on the Scripture for the 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  John 1: 35-42.  
Our topic for the evening will be the Sacrament of 
Matrimony.  Begin the New Year with us!  All are 
welcome.    ~Deacon Larry 

Reminder for Faith Formation 
Our first class of the New Year will be January 

14, 2009. 

FF Teachers’ Gathering 
The Faith Formation teachers (including Chil-
dren’s Liturgy of the Word and teacher assistants) 
will gather for a pot-luck meal and meeting on 
Wednesday, January 7, 2009 in Wey Hall at 6:30 
p.m.  Teachers, please bring your teacher’s manu-
als, planning calendars, and attendance rosters 
from the first half of the year.  Thank you and see 
you there.  
   ~ Debbie Prudhomme, 

 
Christmas 

Season 
The memorial of the 
birth of Christ, 
known as the Christ-
mas Season, is held 
most sacred by the 
Church, next to the 
yearly celebration of 
the paschal mystery.  
This joyful season 

extends from Christmas Eve to the Sun-
day celebrating the Baptism of the Lord 
(January 11).  Nativity scenes and Christ-
mas decorations remain for the whole 
season.  At least one Christmas carol is 
sung during the liturgies of this season.  

Informational Confirmation Meeting 
All 9th Grade parents, sponsors, and candidates, 
please attend the above meeting on Wednesday, 
January 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the church. 


