
 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time     October 11, 2009 

       Through the Needle’s Eye                   
 Tim ran out of gasoline and sought financial 
help at the church. He apparently weighed about 350 
pounds and was hungry too. A sticker on his junky car 
said, “All that I want is either immoral, illegal, or fatten-
ing.” I felt sorry for the man. He had difficulty walking 
up, carrying his body along.  His Social Security check 
of that month was spent on medicines for his cat, which 
had acute diabetes. People have trouble distinguishing 
their wants from their needs. Their wants often go far 
beyond their means and limits, causing poverty and 
hunger. Credit card debts, mortgage failures, home fore-
closures, and bankruptcy filings are all skyrocketing in 
our society. Tim is no exception, but is soon becoming 
the norm unfortunately. Our wants are never-ending and 
we don’t sit down to set our priorities right either. 
 The young man in the Gospel had material pos-
sessions; he wanted eternal life as well (Mk 10: 17 - 
27). But would he forgo his riches for the sake of the 
kingdom of God? That was Jesus’ challenge for him: 
“Would you set your priorities straight?”  He left sad 
and miserable, and Jesus had to let him leave. When we 
don’t prioritize in our lives we’re struggling through the 
“eye of a needle.” Unfortunately, none can help us in 
that almost-impossible task.            ~Fr Xavier 

  **Weekend Offerings * * 
 

 Envelopes (78)  $1,966.00 
 Children (2)   $       2.00 
 Plate     $   161.05 
 Building Maintenance  $   313.00 
       

 Total      $2,442.05 
 Budgeted Amount     $2,360.00 

** Church Donations **  
  

 Candles   $     10.00 
 Stipends    $     32.00 
 

 Total         $     42.00  

Pro-Life Corner 
“ This is not a debate about religious doctrine 
or even about public policy options.  It is a 
debate about our understanding of human dig-

nity, what it means to be a member of the human fam-
ily, even though tiny, powerless and unwanted.”  Rep. 
Henry Hyde during the House debate on the Partial 
Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2000, NRL News, 12/00 

Those Who Need Our Prayers 
Donna Weinreich, Christine Johnson, Ralph 
Anderson, Mary Ann Lunseth, Tom Reding, 
Walter Newton, Connie Pechous, Scott Stepp, 
Donna Schellbach, Mark Shatava 

Prayer Corner 
We pray that God continue to watch over Father 
Xavier and bless him as he shares his ministries 
and teachings at the new parishes of Albertville 
and Dayton. 

Parish Council Meeting 
Please mark your calendars for the Parish Council Meet-
ing on Tuesday, October 13.  There will be a dinner be-
fore the meeting.  Please arrive at 6:15, dinner will be 
served at 6:30, and the scheduled meeting will start at 
7:00 p.m. 

Pregnancy Resource Center - Pine City 
The Pregnancy Resource Center in Pine City is having 
it's annual Fundraiser Banquet on October 22 at 6:30 
pm at the Lighthouse in Pine City.  This is a wonderful 
event with a delicious meal and guest speakers. It’s an 
opportunity to find out more about the center, meet 
with devoted pro-life people, and help the Center to do 
it's fabulous work. If you are interested in this or would 
like to know more about it, call Elaine Schneider at 
358-4129 or Lois Noon at -358-0751. We would like to 
show our support from Sacred Heart Church by filling 
at least two tables of eight people.  Thank you and God 
Bless! 

Thanks to Helen and Maggie 
Helen Asplund and Maggie Carlson together organized 
a pickle and bake sale a couple of weekends back.  It 
brought in $355.00 and it was donated to me.  I am 
grateful to them for their hard work and generosity.  A 
green chasuble for weekend masses was bought with 
that money.  It is being used at this weekend Masses 
(Oct. 10 & 11) and will stay at Sacred Heart.  Thank 
you all.                                    Fr. Xavier 



Birthdays of the Week 
10-13 Rose Kuehn, 10-14 Chelsea Chilson, Ashley Peno, 
Kay Schoeberl, 10-15 Kelly Blazek, Wayne Herberg,  
10-16 Mary Ann Drevecky, 10-17  
Rhonda Hicker, Livonia Weiden 

Mass Intentions 
For the Week of October 11 - October 17, 2009 

Tues.  8 a.m.     Sheila Mitchell † 
Wed.   10 a.m.     Rose Perreault † 
Thurs.   8 a.m.     Irene Shinler † 
Sat.       5 p.m.     Joan LeVasseur † 
Sun   9 a.m.     Parishioners 
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Sunday, October 11 
10:00 a.m.  Fr.’s Farewell Brunch after Mass 
3:00-6:00 p.m.  Fr.’s Farewell Open House 
6:30 p.m.  Gambler’s Anonymous 
Monday, October 12 
7:00 p.m.  RCIA 
Tuesday, October 13 
7:00 p.m.  Bible Study-North Branch 
6:15 p.m.  Parish Council Dinner & Meeting 
Wednesday, October 14 
8:30-Noon  Adoration 
10:00 a.m.  Anointing Mass at Golden Living 
Thursday, October 15 
1:00-3:00 p.m.  Cards 
6:00 p.m.  Men’s Club Meeting 

Happy Anniversary! 
Christopher and Melissa Schroeder (6 yrs) 
Bartlett and Kathleen Mevissen (28 yrs) 

Saints of the Week 
October 14 Callistus I, pope, martyr, † 222; 
incurred ire of Tertullian and Hippolytus (13 
Augs.) over lapsi controversy; organized the 
first official Christian cemetery in Rome and 
instituted Ember Day fasts.  
October 15 Theresa of Jesus, virgin, doctor of 
the church, † 1582 at Alba; Spanish mystic who, 
with John of the Cross, founded the Reformed 
(Discalced) Carmelite friars and nuns, for which 
she had to endure great trials; authored Way of 
Perfection, Interior Castle, and an autobiogra-
phy; first woman declared “Doctor of the 
Church”  
(1970); patroness of Spain. 
October 16 Hedwig, religious, † 1243; born in 
Bavaria; duchess of Silesia and mother of seven 
children; peacemaker dedicated to the poor and 
prisoners; as a widow, retired to a Cistercian 
convent. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque, virgin, † 17 Oct. 1690 
at age forty-three; French Visitandine mystic 
who promoted devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, a feast which helped free the Church from 
the spirit of Jansenism; promoted first Friday 
devotion. 
October 17 Ignatius of Antioch, bishop, martyr, 
† c. 107 under Trajan in Rome’s amphitheater; 
from Syria; Apostolic Father known as the sec-
ond successor of St. Peter in Antioch; wrote 
seven letters to local communities on church 
unity and structure, esp. the monoespicopacy; 
first to use the term “Catholic Church” as a col-
lective designation for Christians; mentioned in 
the Roman Canon. 

Happiness is a direction, not a destination. 

Faith Formation and Youth Choir 
Please remember that there will be no Faith For-
mation or Youth Choir practice on Wednesday, 
October 14, as MEA is that following weekend.  
Classes will resume on October 21, 2009. 

Liturgical Roles 
Mary Petschl will continue to prepare the schedules for the 
liturgical roles and if you have any questions, please con-
tact her at 320-358-3673 or via e-mail at apetschl@ecenet. 
com.  This information is also listed on the front of the bul-
letin for your convenience.  If you would like to have the 
schedules sent to you via e-mail, please let Sarah know by 
signing up in the back of church.  

Environment Person 
We are looking for a person to help with the 
worship environment in the Church.  If you feel 
the call to such a ministry, please call the Parish 
House at 320-358-4370. 



Vocation Views 
If we really believe in something, it does not 
seem to be a sacrifice to give up everything else 
to pursue that one dream.  Jesus asks the same 
as any great leader -- total dedication; but He 
promises rewards no one else can promise:  
“You will then have treasure in heaven.”  
Come, follow the leaders’ Leader. 

** Next Week Liturgical Roles ** 
Saturday, October 17, 2009 5:00 p.m. 

Lector:      Judy Anderson 
Commentators:   Brenda Dahl 
Communion:     Mary Stenger, Loring Olson, 
      Fern Vescio 
Gifts:       Kay Family 
Ushers:     Bob Waters, Tom Waters, 
      John O’Brien 
Servers:     Joseph Dahl, Jacob Dahl 
 

Sunday, October 18, 2009 9:00 a.m. 
Lector:     Diana Granlund 
Commentator:    Wendell Swanson 
Communion:     Fran Reding, Scott Tryon, 
      Elsie Moore 
Gifts:      Walz Family  
Ushers:     Ken Kirchberg, Joe Wegleitner, 
      Ed Cunnien 
Servers:     Haylie Gilbert, Sam Gilbert 

Snowbirds 
We would be happy to send a bulletin to all the pa-
rishioners who go away for winter.  If you would 
like us to send you the bulletin, please get your 
schedules to us here at the Parish House, along with 
your addresses.   

World Mission Sunday 
Next Sunday, Pope Benedict XVI 
calls every Catholic in the world to 

celebrate our vocation to be missionary.  It’s World 
Mission Sunday!  As Catholics around the world—
here at home and in the Missions—gather at the 
Eucharist around the table of the Lord, we are to 
pray for the Church’s worldwide missionary work.  
Your generosity will help make a faith-filled differ-
ence around the world!   
¨ A gift of $20 helps toward the purchase of a bi-

cycle for a catechist in Kenya.  
¨ A gift of $25 would be a month’s support for a 

young woman preparing to serve as a Religious 
Sister in Indonesia. 

¨ A gift of $50 a month helps a local Religious 
Community of Sisters in Tanzania care for the 
poor. 

¨ A gift of $60 is a month’s education for a semi-
narian in Nigeria. 

Please be generous in the second collection next 
weekend.  The necessary envelopes are attached. 

Benefit Dinner 
Help support the Ouellette Children’s Fund and 
attend a benefit dinner.  These three children 
pictured below lost their parents this summer:  
Morgan and Lauren (8) and Colin (10).  It takes 
place Tuesday, October 27 in the C.E. Jacobson 
Elementary cafeteria in Rush City.  The spa-
ghetti dinner is from 6:00-8:00 p.m. and musi-
cian Jack Pearson will perform at 7:30 p.m.  
The event also features a raffle.  Tickets are 
available for $1.00 for one or $5.00 for six.  
More information on bulletin board. 

What Next? 
 What will happen after October 15?  
There are concerns raised to that effect.  Please 
note that all the scheduled activities at the 
Church will be unaffected.  We have scheduled 
visiting priests for weekend masses till the end 
of November.  On weekdays, we will have 
communion services.  Other events will con-
tinue as planned. 
 The procedure of the Archdiocese for 
appointment of a pastor continues.  A team 
from the chancery will meet with the staff and 
other parish leaders on October 21. 
 Please continue your prayers.   
     Fr. Xavier 



Congratulations 
We want to congratulate Laura Hestbeck and 
Connor Sherrill as they were crowned Rush 
City’s Homecoming Queen and King for 2009. 

Marriage Encounter 
Attend the October 17-18 Marriage Encounter and 
discover the full potential of your marriage!  
Weekends are held at the Dakota Ridge Hotel on 
35E and Yankee Doodle in Eagan.  Visit 
www.marriages.org for a listing of retreats or call 
651-454-3238. 

School Sisters of Notre Dame Quilt Auction 
It is a biannual event in support of women and 
children in need, for those “hanging by a thread”.  
The event features a quilt review, direct sales of 
quilts and related items and an exciting live auc-
tion.  Lunch will be available for purchase.  This 
will take place Saturday, October 24 at St. Michael 
School in Prior Lake.  Details are on the bulletin 
board. 

Hymn Sings America 
Comes to North Branch on 
Sunday, October 25 at 7:00 
p.m. in the High School 
Auditorium.  This is di-
rected by Gary Nyquist and 
is a free event.  To offset 

expenses, an offering will be collected.  Extra 
money will be given to the food shelf.  This 
event has been planned and organized by our 
area churches.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Sonda at 612-597-7653 or 
Sonda@usfamily.net 

Seed and Harvest 
The Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis is 
offering a three-part workshop at Garvey Hall at 
the Church of the Holy Name in Minneapolis start-
ing on Saturday, October 24.  This is a great re-
source for Catholic school teachers, principals, 
pastors, religious educators, and parish ministry 
personnel of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Min-
neapolis.  The program is free, but registration is 
required a week prior to each workshop.  Flyers 
with details on the bulletin board. 

St. Jude of the Lake 
St. Jude on the Lake in Mahtomedi is celebrat-
ing their 70th Parish Anniversary and 55th 
School Anniversary and everyone is welcome 
for all events scheduled on October 24-25, 
2009.  Please see bulletin board for details. 

The Economic Crisis and Catholic Social 
Thought 

Join Daniel Finn, Ph.D., to explore the crisis itself 
and learn what Catholic moral tradition has to say 
about it.  Finn teaches at St. John’s School of The-
ology Seminary and the undergraduate Department 
of Theology of the College of St. Benedict and St. 
John’s University.  He is a noted author and is the 
current president of the Society of Christian Eth-
ics.  This will take place on October 20, from 6:00-
9:00 p.m., at the Basilica of St. Mary, Minneapo-
lis.  This is a free event with a meal provided.  
Registration is required:  www.csbsju.edu/sot, 320
-363-3570 or sot-sem@csbsju.edu. 

Cathedral of Saint Paul 
The Anniversary of the Dedication of the Ca-
thedral of St. Paul is Wednesday, October 14, 
2009.  This is a Feast that is celebrated by the 
entire Archdiocese, Solemnity in the Cathedral 
itself. 


