
 

 Third Sunday of Lent        March 15, 2009 

Prayer Corner 
We remember all those who minister at the 
Rush City Correctional Facility, especially 
those from Sacred Heart and pray for the 
success of their ministry. 

Call to Action 
 “Do you believe in God?” I asked Tom as he 
narrated his story.  Convicted of two murders, he was 
serving time in the prison.  He didn’t appear remorse-
ful and so I felt it appropriate to ask that question. 
“Yes, I do. I believe in a loving God” he said.  I no-
ticed his emphasis on ‘loving.’ He explained, “He is 
a God who loves me as I am; he doesn’t want me to 
change.”  That was intriguing. Some of us go to the 
point of creating our own gods to suit our purposes 
and we tend to believe in them too. 
           The Judeo-Christian God is different. We 
can’t take His love for granted. “God of Israel, thou 
art just,” said Ezra (Ezra 9:15). He is also a jealous 
God (Deut 5:9), who deserves to be loved “with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 
with all your strength” (Mk 12:30).  Jesus never tol-
erated false gods or permitted adulterating the con-
cept of the God of Abraham. He became mad to the 
extent of being physical in the temple where worship 
of the true God was polluted by injustices. This was a 
call to action in the event of the image of God being 
openly denigrated.  The first and foremost command-
ment to Moses was important for him.  
     Fr. Xavier 

** Other Donations ** 
  
 Catholic Services  
     Appeal  $   510.00 
       

 Total              $   510.00 

  **Weekend Offerings * * 
 

 Envelopes (77) $1,614.00 
 Plate    $   233.00 
 Children (12)  $     39.30 
 Building Maintenance $     70.00 
  
       

 Total   $1,956.30 
 Budgeted Amount $2,425.00 

Archbishop Nienstedt in 
Rush City 

 
Archbishop John Nienstedt 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis 
will celebrate the Eucharist 
with us in Rush City on Sat-
urday, March 28, at 5:00 
p.m.  Please mark your cal-
endars! 

     Pro-Life Corner 
          An Oregon court recently decided 
         that a woman had the right to kill fro-
         zen embryos as part of the property 
in a divorce settlement.  Commented a Catholic 
Medical Associate physician, “It’s where the cul-
ture of death has led our society—through the 
courts-to truly devalue human life.”   ~The Southern 
Cross, November, 2008 

MCCL Student Day at the Capitol! 
This will be held Tuesday, March 24 from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for Grades 7-12.  This is an op-
portunity to observe the legislative process in ac-
tion and learn about current pro-life issues and 
about the history of abortion.  Pre-registration is 
required and forms can be found with the flyer on 
the bulletin board along with complete details.  A 
$10.00 donation is requested for each student and 
includes lunch.  The registration deadline is 
March 17. 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
March 17, 2009 



Birthdays of the Week 
3-15  Scott Mihm, 3-16 Paula Dahl, Mary Pat Hest-
beck, Melvin Kuehn, 3-18 Jacquelyn Fisher, Joey 
Mitchell, 3-19 Dianna Granlund, Justine Schroeder, 
Elias Spencer, Samuel Wegleitner, 3-20 Mary Brugler, 
Mary Jane Dahl, 3-21  
Chelsey Groshens 

Saints of the Week 
Mar. 17 Patrick, bishop, † 461 at Down; born 
about 389 of Romano-British origin, perhaps in 
Wales; founded metropolitan See of Armagh; 
authored Confessio; the famous Lorica (Lat. 
“breastplate”), a work praising Christ, is probably 
his; patron of Nigeria; apostle and patron of 
Ireland.  
Mar. 18 Cyril of Jerusalem, bishop, † 386; great 
pastor and teacher; ordained bishop of Jerusalem 
in 348; authored 18 “Catecheses” and 5 
“Mystagogical Catecheses” devoted to the liturgy 
and the sacraments; exiled 3 times by the Arians. 
Mar. 19 Joseph, Husband of the Virgin Mary:  
honored on 19 March since the end of the10th c; 
declared Patron of the Universal Church in 1870 
by Pope Pius IX; patron of workers and 
carpenters; also of Austria, Belgium, Bohemia, 
Canada, Mexico, Peru and (south) Vietnam; 
mentioned in the Roman Canon. 

Mass Intentions 
For the Week of March 15 - March 22, 2009 

Tues 8 a.m.     John and Mary Akman†   
Wed  8 a.m.     Leonard Johnson † 
Thurs 8 a.m.     Chuck Knoss †  
Sat. 5 p.m.     Celestine Papin † 
Sun  9 a.m.     Parishioners 

Vocation Views 
Jesus cleaned out the temple of moneychangers.  
He was angry; He was zealous; He was authorita-
tive. He was doing what He had to do, even 
though it involved risk, danger, insult and wonder.  
Such is a vocation. 

Life can only be understood backwards, but must be 
lived forwards. 
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Sunday, March 15 
6:30 p.m.  Gambler’s Anonymous 
Monday, March 16 
6:30 p.m.  Bible Study 
Wednesday, March 18  
8:30-Noon  Adoration 
6:00 p.m.  Youth Choir 
6:30 p.m.  Faith Formation 
Thursday, March 19 
1:00-3:00 p.m.  Cards 
6:00 p.m.  Men’s Club Meeting 
Friday, March 20  
6:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
   Soup Supper   

Happy Anniversary! 
William and Sarah Spencer (10 years) 

Servers Scheduled for Stations of the Cross 
March 20 

Jordyn Churchsmith, Haylie Gilbert, Sam Gilbert 
March 27 

Confirmation Students 

Reminder - Volunteer “Virtus” Training 
All volunteers who work with children and vulner-
able adults are required to attend a “Virtus” Train-
ing Session in order to be involved in any way 
with the ministries in the parish.  There will be a 
training session at St. Gregory’s in North Branch 
on Monday, March 16, from 6:00-9:00 p.m. in the 
parish hall.  You may register online at 
www.virtus.org or call their office at 651-674-
4056 for further  

Chow Mein Dinner 
CCW is having their annual Chow Mein 
Dinner on Thursday, April 2 from 4:30 
to 7:00 p.m. in Wey Hall.  Please see 
bulletin next week for details. 



Easter Memorial Flowers 
During Lent, envelopes are available 
for  flowers in memory of your loved 
one(s). The flowers will decorate the 
altar for Easter celebrations and your 
loved one will be especially remem-
bered at the Easter Vigil mass.  Please 

pick up the envelope today at the back of the church. 

Those Who Need Our Prayers 
Vivian Peltier, Nick Cieminski, Rose Peloquin, 
Joan Parkin, William Kalkbrennar, Fr. Du-
fresne, Donna Weinreich 

** Next Week Liturgical Roles ** 
Saturday, March 21, 2009 5:00 p.m. 

  
Lector: Connor Sherrill 
Commentator:  Dan Weber 
Communion: Lauren Weber, Jeanne Kay 
  Deacon Larry 
Gifts:    Stenger Family 
Ushers: John O’Brien, Butch Anderson, 
  Dick Ordner 
Servers: Becky Johnson, Haylie Gilbert 

 
Sunday, March 22, 2009 9:00 a.m. 

    
Lector: Teri Jungels 
Commentator: Wendell Swanson 
Communion: Lil Jungels, Beth Churchsmith, 
  Deacon Larry 
Gifts:   Solorz Family 
Ushers: Gary Weiden, Joe Gamache 
Servers: Tom Jungels, Jordyn Churchsmith 

March Food Campaign 
The Rush City Food Shelf has been assisting 
more families that are working but are having 
a hard time making ends meet.  They give 
food assistance to families with no or low-

income, seniors on a fixed income, single parent house-
holds, and those with high medical bills (must live in 
the Rush City School District #139 and proof of ad-
dress is required).  The Rush City Food Shelf also de-
livers food to seniors that are not able to get to the gro-
cery store because of health or transportation issues.  

Stations of the Cross and Soup Supper 
Please continue to join all of us 
here at Church of the Sacred Heart 
every Friday at 6:00 p.m. through 
the Lenten season for Stations of 
the Cross followed by a soup sup-
per prepared and served by our 
CCW.  This is a great way to con-
tinue our wonderful Lenten encounter. 

Lenten Retreat 
The Lenten Retreat scheduled for Saturday, 
March 16, had to be cancelled because of insuffi-
cient number of registrations.  The inconvenience 
caused is regretted. 

Penance Services During Lent 
Faith Formation Students here at Sacred Heart 
will have the opportunity for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation on Wednesday, April 1, during the 
regular Faith Formation time beginning at 6:30 
p.m.  The communal session intended for adults 
will be on Palm Sunday, April 5, at 7:00 p.m.  All 
are welcome! 

Parish Council Elections 
 The Parish Pastoral Council is an impor-
tant body in the church that helps the pastor in 
the day-to-day affairs of the church. Three of the 
members’ term of office will  
expire this May. Elections to those seats are due 
in April. 
 The Council meets every second Tuesday 
of the month at 7 p.m. in Wey Hall. A confirmed 
member of the parish is eligible to be elected to 
the Council. If you are interested, please call the 
parish office at 358-4370. 

CCW Annual Quilt Raffle 
Our parishioner, Ginny Thorn, owner 

of Fabric, Fashions and More, has donated a 
beautiful queen size quilt for our Salad Luncheon 
on May 6.  We would all like to thank her for this 
generous donation!  All women of the parish will 
be asked to sell or purchase raffle tickets which 
will be issued via the mail.  The quilt is available 

for showing to encourage additional 
sales.  Please feel free to contact 
Elaine Robinson at 320-358-3223. 



The Bible Study group will meet on Monday, 
March 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish House.  We 
will reflect on the Gospel for the Fourth Sun-
day in Lent (March 21/22) John 3:14-21.  We 
will continue our discussion and reflection on 
the Gospel of  Mark with Jesus’ teachings in 
Chapters 4 and 5. Come and join the journey! 
    ~Deacon Larry 

Mission Trip Fundraiser 
Please continue to support the recycling fund-
raiser for the Mission Trip students.  By col-
lecting recycle items as listed on the flyers on 
the bulletin board, these students can raise 
funds for their mission trip. The collection 
boxes are at the entrances to the church for 
these items.  Thank you. 

The Church of St. Michael in Stillwater 
Invites you to their Fish & Faith Lenten  

Speaker Series 
 

Friday, March 27 at 7:00 pm 
“Christ in the Old Testament” 

 
Saturday, March 28 at 1:00 pm 

“Mary, Mother of Israel’s 
Hope” 

 
By Rosalind Moss          

Catholic Convert from the Jewish Faith 
Staff Apologist with Catholic Answers 

 
¨ Editor of Home at Last, 11 Who found 

their way to the Catholic Church   
¨ Co-host of EWTN’s Household of Faith 

and now that We’re Catholic! 
¨ Host of Reasons for Our Hope:  A Bible 

Study on the Gospel of Luke, airing pres-
ently on EWTN - Author of the Bible 
Study book by the same title 

¨ Founder of the Religious Order Daughters 
of Mary, Mother of Israel’s Hope 

 
Free Will Donation on each day 

Director of Religious Education 
Sacred Heart is looking for a Director of Reli-
gious Education to assume responsibilities in 
September 2009.  It is a wonderful opportunity 
to serve the parish, working with the young 
people.  Please contact the Parish Office for 
more details. 

Saint John’s Prep School 
Saint John’s Prep School is a Catholic/
Benedictine, co-ed, day and boarding school 
offering a college preparatory curriculum.  
Founded in 1857 and sharing the campus with 
Saint John’s University in Central Minnesota.  
Offering grades 7-12.  Boarding options for 
grades 9-12 only with 5 and 7-day options.  
Financial aid available.  Visit us a 
www.sjprep.net or call 1-800-525-7737. 

15th Annual Women’s Health Conference 
“Two Free Programs” 

 Hazelden CORK Center in Center City is 
offering two free programs on Thursday, March 
26 and April 2, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  No pre-
registration is required.  They are being held at 
the above Center which is located on Hwy. 8 to 
Pleasant Valley Road and then follow the signs.  
 The speaker for Thursday, March 26, is 
Janice Novak and she will be concentrating on the 
subjects of Healthy Eating, Aging and Exercising 
and the Art of De-Aging:  Scientifically Proven 
Things You Can do to peel years off your Bio-
logical Age. 
 The speakers for Thursday, April 2, are 
two Sisters Kay and Michelle and they will be 
concentrating on the subjects of Caring for the 
Mind and body and Going in Circles:  Coping 
with Stress Taking Care of Ourselves in Stressful 
Times.  Please see bulletin board for complete 
details on the information that will be discussed. 

“Ask Saint Paul” Lenten Series 
The Cathedral Young Adults (CYA) in St. Paul 
invites young adults to a series of conferences 
that will aid them in profiting from this blessed 
and sometimes difficult time of Lent.  The con-
ferences take place on Wednesdays from 
March 4-April 8.  Please see bulletin board for 
details. 



Prison Ministry 

Thank You 
We thank all those who are involved in the ministry at the Correctional Facility in Rush City.  If 
anyone is interested in joining this team of ministers, please call the Parish Office for details.  This 
weekend’s second collection benefits this ministry.  Thank you all for you generosity. 

Prison Ministry Sunday 
The Minnesota Correctional Facility in Rush City houses about a thousand 
inmates. As a parish community, we have a great opportunity for ministry 
there and the inmates appreciate all that we do for them. Every Sunday we 
have a Catholic Service at 1:00 p.m., either a mass or a communion service. 
On Wednesday evening, we conduct a Bible Study from 6:10 to 7:10 p.m. 
There are five teams of volunteers who visit the prison regularly on behalf of 
Sacred Heart in order to facilitate these celebrations. Currently the following 
volunteers are regularly scheduled to help with the services:  Fr. Xavier The-
lakkatt, Deacon Larry Walker, Deacon Terry Moravec, Deacon Mike Mar-
tin, Butch & Lois Anderson, Rose Peloquin, Diana Granlund, Rebecca Or-
tega, Susan Haley, and Dan Chippendale. All these ministers appreciate and 
relish these opportunities to be with the inmates. Our ministry does make a 
difference in the lives of these men who are incarcerated.  

 We are always looking for help. If you feel a call to this ministry, please contact the parish 
office. We can help you with the process of getting involved there as a religious volunteer. More than 
our talents, it is our presence there that makes a difference. This coming weekend, we have a special 
second collection for this ministry; please be generous.  The necessary envelope is enclosed with this 
bulletin.  Please keep this great ministry of ours in your prayers. 
           Fr. Xavier  

A Daily Prayer for Justice and Mercy 
 Jesus, united with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, give us your compassion for 
those in prison; Mend in mercy the broken in 
mind and memory.  Soften the hard of heart, 
the captives of anger.  Free the innocent; pa-
role the trustworthy.  Awaken the repentence 
that restores hope.  May prisoners’ families 
persevere in their love; Jesus, heal the vic-
tims of crime.  They live with the scars.  Lift 
to eternal peace those who die.  Grant vic-
tims’ families the forgiveness that heals; 
Give wisdom to lawmakers and to t hose 
who judge.  Instill prudence and patience in 
those who guard; Make those in prison min-
istry bearers of your light, for all of us are in 
need of your mercy.   
     Amen 



Letter of Thanks from Tim O’Meara 
Minnesota Correctional  Facility, Rush City 
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