
 

 Second Sunday of Lent        March 8, 2009 

Prayer Corner 
We pray for all those who are preparing to 
receive the Sacraments of Initiation during 
this Easter, that they be guided by the spirit 
in their faith journey. 

A God Experience 
 Driving through a snowstorm is no big deal 
for an experienced truck driver.  Jim was driving the 
eighteen-wheeler through Nebraska, when suddenly a 
snowstorm hit. He continued on, in spite of the 
pounding sleet and zero visibility. The tail lights of 
the truck before him guided him for miles. When he 
was too close he would see the Kansas number plate, 
nothing more. Suddenly his loud music stopped and 
there was a voice, “Jim, get off the road.” He thought 
it to be his imagination until he heard it again. It was 
distinct and clear. Jim found a place to turn off from 
the freeway and waited a couple of hours for the 
storm to pass and the road to clear. As he resumed, 
within a mile he saw a set of flashing lights. The 
truck with Kansas plate lay on its side in a deep ditch 
and the cops were at it.  

“The Lord is my shepherd, and I believe it,” 
he said with bright eyes. He still doesn’t know why 
the music stopped or who spoke to him. However, it 
remains a life changing God experience for Jim.  

The three apostles had an extraordinary God 
experience on a mountain (Mk 9:2-10). Abraham had 
one on Mount Moriah (Gen 22:10-13). What’s our 
God experience?     Fr. Xavier 

** Other Donations ** 
 

  
 Catholic Services  
     Appeal  $   970.00 
       

 Total              $   970.00 

  **Weekend Offerings * * 
 

 Envelopes (82) $1,929.50 
 Plate    $   356.67 
 Children (2)  $       2.00 
 Building Maintenance $   386.00 
 Ash Wednesday $   644.00 
       

 Total   $3,318.17 
 Budgeted Amount $3,225.00 

** Church Donations **  

  
 Candles  $       4.00 
  
 Total   $       4.00 

Lenten Retreat 

Please come join us at the Church of 
the Sacred Heart on Saturday, March 
14, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., for 
the Lenten Retreat.  Our featured 
speaker is Sister Mary White and she 
will focus on introduction to 
practices and prayers which can be 
used throughout Lent and beyond.   All registrations 
need to be in by March 8.  We have extended the 
registration until Sunday, March 8, in hopes that we 
will get enough interest so as to not have to cancel 
this retreat.  For complete details, please see the 
bulletin board. 

     Pro-Life Corner 
          “To claim the right to abortion,                                                     
         infanticide and euthanasia, and to 
         recognize that right in law, means to 
attribute to human freedom a perverse and evil 
significance; that of an absolute power over oth-
ers and against others.”       ~Evangelium Vitae 

MCCL Student Day at the Capitol! 
This will be held Tuesday, March 24 from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for Grades 7-12.  This is an op-
portunity to observe the legislative process in ac-
tion and learn about current pro-life issues and 
about the history of abortion.  Pre-registration is 
required and forms can be found with the flyer on 
the bulletin board along with complete details.  A 
$10.00 donation is requested for each student and 
includes lunch.  The registration deadline is 
March 17. 



Birthdays of the Week 
3-9  Anthony Belland, Ella Blazek, George Folk, Bar-
bara Scierka, Daniel Swanson, Fr. Xavier, 3-10 James 
Kirchberg, 3-11 Edward Cunnien, 3-12 Sheila Opatz, 
Craig Peterson, 3-13 Darrell Johnson, Randy Just,  
3-14 Marais Fields, Gerald  
Mattson.    

Saints of the Week 
Mar. 9 Francis of Rome, religious, † 1440; 
noblewoman, wife and mother; founded a 
community of Benedictine women oblates 
committed to serving the poorest of the poor; 
patroness of widows and motorists.  

Mass Intentions 
For the Week of March 8 - March 14, 2009 

Tues 8 a.m.     Mary Froelke†   
Wed  8 a.m.     Brother of Raydelle Bruentrup † 
Thurs 8 a.m.     Mary Froelke †  
Sat. 5 p.m.     Raymond and Mary Warnemunde † 
Sun  9 a.m.     Parishioners 

Vocation Views 
If you need an example of a person responding to 
a vocational call, look at Abraham - - called in old 
age to leave his country, father a child, then asked 
to sacrifice the child.  What faith!  Vocation is a 
risky response to a unique call from God. 

Happiness is a conscious choice, not an automatic 
response. 
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Sunday, March 8 
6:30 p.m.  Gambler’s Anonymous 
Monday, March 9 
6:30 p.m.  Bible Study 
Tuesday, March 10 
7:00 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday, March 11  
8:30-Noon  Adoration 
6:00 p.m.  Youth Choir 
6:30 p.m.  Faith Formation 
Thursday, March 12 
1:00-4:00 p.m.  Project Group - Wey Hall 
6:30 p.m.  CCW Meeting 
Friday, March 13  
6:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
   Soup Supper   
Saturday, March 14 
9:00a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Lenten Retreat 
 

Remember Daylight Savings 
Time Begins at 2:00 a.m. on 

Sunday, March 8 

Servers Scheduled for Stations of the Cross 
March 13 

Emma Peterson, Eddie Johnson, Heather Fisher 
March 20 

Jordyn Churchsmith, Haylie Gilbert, Sam Gilbert 

 

Be sure to wish Father Xavier “Happy Birthday”.  
His special Day is Monday, March 9.   

Volunteer “Virtus” Training 
All volunteers who work with children and vulner-
able adults are required to attend a “Virtus” Train-
ing Session in order to be involved in any way 
with the ministries in the parish.  There will be a 
training session at St. Gregory’s in North Branch 
on Monday, March 16, from 6:00-9:00 p.m. in the 
parish hall.  You may register online at 
www.virtus.org or call their office at 651-674-
4056 for further  

Director of Religious Education 
Sacred Heart is looking for a Director of Religious 
Education to assume responsibilities in September 
2009.  It is a wonderful opportunity to serve the 
parish, working with the young people.  Please 
contact the Parish Office for more details. 



Easter Memorial Flowers 
During Lent, envelopes are available 
for  flowers in memory of your 
loved one(s). The flowers will deco-
rate the altar for Easter celebrations 
and your loved one will be espe-
cially remembered at the Easter 
Vigil mass.  Please pick up the enve-

lope today at the back of the church. 

Those Who Need Our Prayers 
Vivian Peltier, Nick Cieminski, Rose Peloquin, 
Joan Parkin, William Kalkbrennar 

** Next Week Liturgical Roles ** 
Saturday, March 14, 2009 5:00 p.m. 

  
Lector: Mary Ann Lunseth 
Commentator:  Debbie Prudhomme 
Communion: Chuck Debevec, Shanon Swanson, 
  Ginny Thorn 
Gifts:    Petschl Family 
Ushers: Al Petschl, Tom Waters, Bob Waters 
Servers: Eddie Johnson, Emma Peterson 

 
Sunday, March 15, 2009 9:00 a.m. 

    
Lector: Kevin Smith 
Commentator: Wayne Herberg 
Communion: Scott Tryon, Jim Yanta, Sue Yanta 
Gifts:   Karnick Family 
Ushers: Don Belland, Bill Peno, Ron Peltier 
Servers: Heather Herberg, Samantha Herberg 

March Food Campaign 
The success of the Minnesota Food Share 
March Campaign depends upon the par-

ticipation of businesses, civic groups, school, congrega-
tions, and individuals in every community.  The Rush 
City Food Shelf urges everyone in this community and 
in communities throughout Minnesota to donate food 
items and/or funding to the local food shelf during 
March to ensure that all of our neighbors will have food 
enough to share fully in the life of our community.  
There are significant numbers of those in need. 

Prison Ministry Sunday 
The Minnesota Correctional Fa-
cility in Rush City houses about 
a thousand inmates. As a parish 
community, we have a great op-
portunity for ministry there and 
the inmates appreciate all that we 
do for them. Every Sunday we 
have a Catholic Service at 1:00 
p.m., either a mass or a commun-

ion service. On Wednesday evening, we conduct 
a Bible Study from 6:10 to 7:10 p.m. There are 
five teams of volunteers who visit the prison 
regularly on behalf of Sacred Heart in order to 
facilitate these celebrations. Currently the follow-
ing volunteers are regularly scheduled to help 
with the services:  Fr. Xavier Thelakkatt, Deacon 
Larry Walker, Deacon Terry Moravec, Deacon 
Mike Martin, Butch & Lois Anderson, Rose Pelo-
quin, Diana Granlund, Rebecca Ortega, Susan 
Haley, and Dan Chippendale. All these ministers 
appreciate and relish these opportunities to be 
with the inmates. Our ministry does make a dif-
ference in the lives of these men who are incar-
cerated.  
 We are always looking for help. If you 
feel a call to this ministry, please contact the par-
ish office. We can help you with the process of 
getting involved there as a religious volunteer. 
More than our talents, it is our presence there that 
makes a difference. This coming weekend, we 
have a special second collection for this ministry; 
please be generous.  The necessary envelope is 
enclosed with this bulletin.  Please keep this great 
ministry of ours in your prayers. 
     Fr. Xavier  

Stations of the Cross and Soup Supper 
Please continue to join all of us here at Church of 
the Sacred Heart every Friday 
at 6:00 p.m. through the Lenten 
season for Stations of the Cross 
followed by a soup supper pre-
pared and served by our CCW.  
This is a great way to continue 
our wonderful Lenten encoun-
ter. 



The Bible Study group will meet on Monday, 
March 9 at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish House.  We 
will reflect on the Gospel for the Third Sunday 
in Lent (March 14/15) John 2:13-25.  We will 
continue our discussion and reflection on the 
Gospel of Mark with Jesus’ travels and teach-
ings in Chapter 2. Come and join the journey! 
    ~Deacon Larry 

Mission Trip Fundraiser 
Please continue to support the recycling fund-
raiser for the Mission Trip students.  By col-
lecting recycle items as listed on the flyers on 
the bulletin board, these students can raise 
funds for their mission trip. The collection 
boxes are at the entrances to the church for 
these items.  Thank you. 

Protection of Children and Youth 
We will be teaching safe environment lessons 
as mandated by the Archdiocese on Wednes-
day, March 11, 2009.  This instruction is in-
tended to help children develop strong safety 
skills within a faith-filled environment.  Mate-
rials are available at the parish office for any-
one who wishes to preview them.  Any family 
who does not want their child(ren) to partici-
pate in these classes must fill out an opt-out 
form available at the Parish office. 

Thanks from CCHD 
The Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
(CCHD) wants to extend a heartfelt gratitude to 
the parish of Sacred Heart for the generous dona-
tion of $323.68.  These contributions are funding 
the work of nine community-controlled self-help 
organizations in grants total $241,000. 

Parish Council Elections 
 The Parish Pastoral Council is an im-
portant body in the church that helps the pastor 
in the day-to-day affairs of the church. Three 
of the members’ term of office will  
expire this May. Elections to those seats are 
due in April. 
 The Council meets every second Tues-
day of the month at 7 p.m. in Wey Hall. A con-
firmed member of the parish is eligible to be 
elected to the Council. If you are interested, 
please call the parish office at 358-4370. 

The Church of St. Michael in Stillwater 
Invites you to their Fish & Faith Lenten  

Speaker Series 
 

“Hope and Holiness:  Living 
as a Temple.” 

 
By Scott Sollom 

 
Friday, March 13 at 7:00 

p.m. 
Saturday, March 14 at 1:00 

p.m. 
 

¨ Assistant Professor Theology at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville.   

¨ Former Director of Faith Formation at St. 
Mary’s and St. Michael’s (2000-2004) 

¨ Contributor to the EWTN series “Handing 
on the Faith” 

¨ Regular author for the “Sower Review”, a 
magazine for Catechists 

¨ Helped to co-author a book in 2008 enti-
tled, “The Catechisms of the Catholic 
Church and the Craft of Catechesis.” 

Free Will Donation on each day 

Visionary Home Care 
The mission of Visionary Home Care is to help 
people live their lives to the fullest by providing 
dependable, compassionate, Visionary Home 
Care assistance.  This includes Homemaking/
Cleaning, Companionship, Respite, Emotional 
Support, Shopping, Errands, Cooking, House Sit-
ting, Pet Care, Yard/Garden Care, Maintenance 
and much more.  The phone number is 1-218-
389-6244 or Toll Free at 1-877-389-6244 and 
they can also be reached at www.visionary-
HomeCare.com.   Please consult the brochure lo-
cated on the bulletin board for more details.   


