
419.308.9514 so we can organize the program.  We are looking forward to having a 
fun and enjoyable time. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Baptism:  Contact the Rectory for instructions, three months before intended date, 
preferably while mother is pregnant.  Baptism of infants is recommended to take place shortly 
after birth. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Available after all Masses other than Sunday, also upon request. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony:  Contact the rectory at least six months before intended date. 
 

RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation-Contact the Rectory for instructions. 
 

Sick Calls:  Contact the Rectory for Holy Communion if you are unable to attend Mass and/or to 
be included on the prayer list. 
 

Pregnancy Assistance & Alternatives to Abortion:  Call 1-800-848-LOVE (5683) 
 

Post-Abortion Counseling:  Direct Help Line for Project Rachel 419-260-5811. 
 

EMERGENCY: In case of emergency and you are unable to reach Fr. Jeff, please contact…  
 

Donna Neiling   419-278-3148            Janet Wilhelm   419-308-9514 
 
 
            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
already reserved their tickets and donated to the silent auction 
 
 
 
 

Immaculate Conception Parish    
230 Allendale Ave. Deshler, OH  43516 
Phone:  419-278-3686 
www.icdeshler.parishesonline.com 
 

Parish Office Hours:  Tues & Thurs 10:00 am-2:00 pm 
 

Parish Staff:          Parish Officers: 
Pastor, Fr. Jeffrey Nordhaus            Pastoral Council, Mr. Peter Latta 
DRE & PA, Mrs. Janet Wilhelm         Finance, Mr. Kerry Schroeder 
Bookkeeper, Mrs. Jackie Bower      Prayer Hotline, Mrs. Kay Pickens 
Custodian, Mrs. Donna Neiling          419-278-1966 
    

 

St. Louis Parish  
22792 Defiance Pike Custar, OH  43511 

Phone:  419-669-1864  
 Email:  stlouis@woh.rr.com 

www.stlouiscustar.parishesonline.com 
     

Rectory Office Hours:   
Mon, Tues., Thurs. 10:00 am-2:00 pm 

 

Parish Staff: 
 Pastor, Fr. Jeffrey Nordhaus 

DRE & PA, Mrs. Janet Wilhelm 
Parish Nurse, Mrs. Joyce Walker  

Parish Secretary, Ms. Jan Cavanaugh 
Mission Coordinator, Mrs. Mary Jane Flowers  

 

Parish Officers: 
Pastoral Council,.  Ms. Nancy Wensink  

Finance, Mr. Mark Gerschutz  
 School Advisory, Mrs. Nicki Reimer  
Cemetery Board, Mr. Mark Feehan  

Altar Rosary Society, Mrs. Dianne Hoile  
Prayer Hotline, Mrs. Ellen Boyer 419-669-4268  

 

 
Established 1871 

Member of St. Francis of Assisi Deanery 

St. Louis School 
22776 Defiance Pike  

Custar, OH  43511 
Phone:  419-669-1875 

Email:  
stlouis@midohio.twcbc.com  

www.stlouiscustaroh.com 
 

School Staff: 
Principal,  

Mrs. Richelle Piercefield 
Secretary, Mrs. Diana George 

Custodian, Mr. Richard Colwell 
 

Established 1864 

Member of 
St. Francis of Assisi Deanery 

 
Established 1875 



Second Sunday of Advent      December 7, 2008 
Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11    2 Peter 3: 8-14         Mark 1: 1-8 
 
 FAMILY PERSPECTIVE: Today’s gospel raises many questions: Was the Baptist’s 
family embarrassed by his life style, diet, clothing and message?  Did they avoid or 
ignore him or advise him to come home and be ‘normal?’  Advent, a time to change 
our hearts, raises another question: Who in your family needs for your acceptance? 
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE  ______________________________ 

Sat. Dec. 6 8-9:00am ICC Exposition 
  9:00 am ICC L & D of St. Louis & ICC Parishes 
  5:00 p.m. St. Louis Marilyn (Rich) Kempf- quick recovery 
Sun. Dec.  7 8:30 am St Louis Frances Flowers, Stanley & Dortha 

Ickes 
 Dec.  7 10:30 am ICC Aloysius & Eleonora Inkrott 
 Dec.  7 7:00  pm ICC (Holy Day)   L&D of St. Louis & ICC 
 Mon Dec.  8 9:15 am St. Louis (Holy Day)   Mary Catherine Wagner 
 Dec.  8 7:00 pm ICC L & D of St. Louis & ICC Parishes 
Tues Dec.  9 8-9:00 a.m. ICC Exposition 
  9:00 a.m. ICC L & D  of Neiling Family 
Wed Dec. 10 9:00 am St Louis Rev. Hemstreet 
Thur Dec. 11 8 – 9:00 a.m. ICC Exposition 

  9:00 a.m. ICC  Mike Neiling and Cathy Johann 
Fri Dec. 12 9:15 a.m. St. Louis Special Intention 

Sat. Dec. 13 8-9:00am ICC Exposition 
  9:00 am ICC L & D of St. Louis & ICC Parishes 
  5:00 p.m. St. Louis Margaret Gustwiller & Beverly Burditt 
Sun Dec 14 8:30 a.m. St. Louis Emil & Deloris Goris, Jean & Linda 

Wilhelm 
  10:30 a.m. ICC Ruth Ziegler, Laurence Kinder 

 
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$  
FINANCES: Immaculate Conception Saint Louis 
Sunday, Nov. 16, 0808 $  1384.75      $  1774.00 
School $          $       40.00       
Christmas Cheer $   117.26     
Christmas Flowers $    77.75      $    138.00       
Fuel $     38.75     $       

 



The Challenge, “What do you do?”  The Gospel for the Second Sunday of 
Advent finds John the Baptist urging us to “Prepare the way of the Lord.”  Advent 
is all about preparing the way of the lord, in ourselves, our family, in our parish, 
and in the workplace.  We are called to help prepare the way of the Lord by 
making the real meaning of Christmas come alive in the hearts of those we reach 
out to and are in need.  Is there a family you know who needs assistance?  Please 
call the Society of St, Vincent de Paul so together we can help the suffering and 
poor to celebrate Christmas. 
 
 
Diocese of Toledo: Invites you to the Celebration of OUR LADY OF 
QUADALUPE, at Our Lady, Queen of the Holy Rosary Cathedral, 2535 
Collingwood Blvd., Toledo, Ohio 43610, on Saturday, December 13, 2008 at. 7:00 a 
Mananitas (Serenade), 9:00 a Holy Rosary, Holy Mass presided by the Most 
Reverend Robert W. Donnelly Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Toledo, 11:30 am 
Reception & Sharing.  Please join us in Thanking our Mother, Who waits for us!  For 
more information, call the Hispanic Ministry at 419.244.6711, ext. 508 or 
800.926.8277, ext. 508. 
 
 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION: will be hosting their first of the season all you 
can eat sausage, pancake, French toast, and egg breakfast on Sunday, December 
7th from 8 am to 12 pm.  Proceeds to go towards Christmas baskets for local 
struggling residence.  This is a free will offering. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: 
Mark your calendars. The Christmas program will be December 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church. Mrs. Hopkins has asked that all the students wear a white shirt with black or 
navy blue pants/skirts. We will be making red and green collars for them to wear 
around their neck. 
 
 
First Place for Health:  It’s that time of year again- the time you promise yourself 
that when the New Year rolls around, you will get closer to God, get healthy, get 
your weight under control, exercise, etc.  Why not join First Place 4 Health, a Christ 
centered health program for any denomination, and learn what you need to do to 
live a balanced and healthier life?  Meetings are held on Monday nights at St. 
Stephen Lutheran Church in Hamler at 7:00 pm with a new session beginning Jan 
5th.  Call Louise Baden at 419.274.2882 by DEC. 14th if you are interested in 
joining. 



St. Louis School 
It is hard to believe we are already halfway through the second quarter of school. I hope all 
of you had a wonderful Thanksgiving. This week we begin the season of Advent. At hall 
prayer we will be learning a little bit about the Advent season. Congratulations to Tadder 
Rohda, Hunter Reimer, and Devin Bates for getting their “I’m Thankful” reports published in 
the Sentinel Tribune. Here is what they wrote. I am thankful that God has chosen a good 
president for our country. If Obama does what he says, then America will be a better place 
to live. I think Obama will be a great President. Tadder Rhoda I’m thankful for money! I’m 
also thankful for food and water. I love my books and myself, my mom and my dad. Finally, 
I’m thankful for everything including freedom and life. Hunter Reimer I am thankful for my 
food, my clothes, and my health. Some people don’t even have T.V. I probably wouldn’t 
last a week in Africa. I’m thankful for something no one can take away from me. . . my Lord. 
Devin Bates God Bless, Mrs. Piercefield 
Weekly Bible Verse:  The virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and name him 
Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 
Christmas Program:  Next Tuesday December 9 will be our Christmas program in the 
church at 7:00. Students need to be at the school at 6:45. Please remember to have your 
child wear black or navy blue pants/skirts and a white shirt. We will be providing them with 
a red collar to wear. 
Delays and Closings:  St. Louis School follows the decisions of Bowling Green as to delay 
or closings due to inclement weather. If Bowling Green delays 2 hours, St. Louis is delayed 
2 hours. There is no AM extended day on 2 hour delay days. If Bowling Green cancels, St. 
Louis is also canceled. If Patrick Henry delays and Bowling Green does not, St. Louis has 
school but bus service for PH students will be delayed. If Patrick Henry cancels school and 
Bowling Green does not, St. Louis has school but there is no bus service for PH students. 
Parents are asked to transport their child on such days, if possible. When school is delayed 
on a Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday, preschool will begin at 1:00 pm 
CLASSROOM NEWS: 
P/K The month of November was a very busy month for the children in preschool and 
kindergarten. They made many Thanksgiving cards for the senior citizens in the Custar 
area. We were also busy discussing how Thanksgiving needs to be a time to give thanks 
for all the blessings God has given us in our lives! We read many books around this theme. 
One of the books we read was called Thanks for Thanksgiving. All of the children named 
one thing they were thankful for in their lives. The answer that was said the most was their 
families. The children, Mrs. Fisher and I celebrated our “children’s version” of a 
Thanksgiving feast recently. We had been singing many of our favorite Thanksgiving songs 
during the whole month of November. We enjoyed eating all of the delicious treats we  
made. The children had fun wearing the drumstick hats they had made! Making popcorn 
was exciting. We counted all the way up to 67 when we were waiting for it to pop! The best 
part of our feast had to be the pretend “campfire” Mrs. Fisher set up in the library for us. 
Thank you Mrs. Fisher!  Your campfire stories were great!  I want to thank everyone at St. 
Louis and in the Parish for helping to make it possible to provide such a wonderful 
education that is centered on Christ Jesus. May he truly bless you during this holiday 
season. 



1/2 We have been very, very busy and the weeks are flying by. It's hard to believe that 
Christmas Break is just a little over two weeks away!! During November we spent a lot of 
time reading and talking about Native Americans. We especially liked the book If You Lived 
at the Time of Squanto. It was full of facts about the Wamponaogs that lived along the East 
coast. We liked learning about how they dressed, what they ate and what girls and boys   
were expected to do. Boys began practicing with bow and arrows (without tips) as young as 
age two! Girls were expected to begin helping their mothers farm at a very young age also. 
It was a very interesting book. We also had a guest speaker, Michael McMasters from the 
Wood County Historical Society, come to our classroom to tell us about the Native 
Americans from our area. He gave an awesome presentation and sparks flew when he  
showed us how flint works in our classroom!  We also had fun making our Thanksgiving 
Turkey votives and Turkey Cards. The tail feathers of the turkey on the cards came out so 
you could read three things your child was thankful for and two deeds (like washing dishes 
or sweeping) your child was going to do for someone over break. We are looking forward to 
our Christmas program next week and all the fun activities coming up before Christmas  
Break. Thank you to all who sent in food items for the Christmas Cheer Baskets. Please 
send in children's hats, mittens and gloves, white socks, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soaps, 
lotions, etc. to continue to give help to those in need. Everything you do is GREATLY  
appreciated. Hope your Thanksgiving was great and that everyone has a wonderfully  
blessed Advent and Christmas Season. 
3/4 The holiday season is upon us! We are very excited getting ready for the school 
Christmas program. Our class will have a gift exchange at the class Christmas party on the 
19th of December. Also, we look forward to a Christmas art project with Mrs. Fisher. Our 
school election was a success! The students learned about participating in the voting 
process. McCain had 25 votes to Obama's 12 votes according to the class election board. 
The 3/4 class has been working hard on their academic subjects. Our first book reports are 
almost completed! In science, we are finishing the unit on rocks and minerals. The third 
graders are starting their multiplication facts. The fourth graders are learning division with 
remainders in their math work. Our spelling bees have been quite competitive in our room. 
We wish everyone a blessed Christmas and a joyous new year!! 
5/6 Time has flown by in our classroom as we have finished reading “My Side of the 
Mountain” recently. The students enjoyed learning about nature and survival while reading 
Sams story. Be sure to check out their final projects — a diorama or post card & book 
review. In math, the fifth graders are finishing their unit on graphing and statistics, while the 
sixth grade has begun the unit on fractions. We are continuing our study of U.S. regions in 
social studies, while in science, we are learning about ecosystems. Baptism and 
confirmation are the topics to be covered over the next few weeks. We wish you a faith 
filled Advent and a blessed Christmas. 
     

Share Your Christmas Spirit! Consider, in place of Christmas gifts, a donation to Catholic 

Charities in honor of your family, friends or co-workers. We will send a Christmas card to 

them acknowledging your gift, given in their name. Your gift will help us continue to serve 

those among us who are most vulnerable. Send your gift to Catholic Charities, P.O. Box 

985, Toledo, OH 43697-0985. You may designate your gift to any of our offices (Norwalk, 

Mansfield, Fremont, Ottawa or Toledo).  



 
BRINGING HOME THE WORD:  As we begin the Advent season, I would like to 
share with you a publication from Saint Anthony Messenger Press entitled Bringing 
Home the Word.  This publication includes a reflection on the Sunday readings, 
some questions for you to think about, a suggestion for a family activity, a little 
about Saint Paul (during his year), a column about the home church, and a prayer.  
With my subscription I can make unlimited paper copies.  I will put some in the back 
of both churches.  Feel free to take one home and let me know how you like it.  I 
would be happy to make as many copies as you would like.  Janet Wilhelm 
 
 
COME TO THE STABLE:  An indoor walk- through of Nativity sets Dec. 11 from 5-
9 pm, Dec.12 from 11 am-9 pm, Dec 13 from 9 am-3 pm.  Admission is free. 
Refreshments will be served and a drawing will be held for a Nativity set.  Bowling 
Green Alliance Church, 1611 Napoleon Rd., Bowling Green, OH, 419.352.3623. 
 
 
SECOND COLLECTION December 13-14:  For the Benefit of retired women and men 
Religious.  Today, the majority of women and men Religious are past age 60: many are 
past age 80.   Brochure included in this weeks bulletin.  Your support of this endeavor 
is vital.  Thank you for your efforts on behalf of retired men and women Religious. 
 
 
ST LOUIS ALTAR ROSARY SOCIETY is accepting donations for Christmas 
flowers.  They may be donated in memory or in honor of someone.  Please send all 
payments to St Louis, 22792 Defiance Pike, Custar 43511 or drop in the collection 
basket.  Thank YOU 
 
..................................................................................................................................... 
POINSETTIAS: 
I __________________ would like to donate _________ poinsettias in memory of/ 
 
in honor of__________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Enclosed is $__________ ($9.00 per plant) 
 
 
 

 



 
LAY MINISTERS- Immaculate Conception, December 8 (Holy Day) 
 
Distributors:   Mary Ann Berg, Teresa Cortez, Pat Godeke 
Lector:           Janet Sager 
Servers: Joy Knueven, Kendra Powell, April Rader 
Offertory: Tom Spurgeon Family 
Hospitality: Kerry & Terry Schroeder, Tom & Vicki Spurgeon 
 
MINISTERS-Immaculate Conception, December 14 
 
Distributors:   Mary Ann Imm, Rose Johnson, Dave and Pat Marshall, Jan Neiling      
Lector            Richelle Piercefield 
Servers: Danielle Rader, Kara & Michelle Reigle 
Offertory Norbert & Agnes Schroeder 
Hospitality:    Jerry & Diane Yungmann, Bob Collins, Bob Neiling 
 
 

LAY MINISTERS-St. Louis, December 13 & 14 
 
Distributors:  Sat.: Joyce Walker, Diane Wensink, Nancy Wensink  
  Sun: Barb Wilhelm, Janet Wilhelm, Ellen Boyer, Barb Clink, Sue  
   Flowers 
Lectors: Sat.: Tom Boyer   Sun.: Mark Feehan 
Servers: Sat.: Emalee Kernisan, Olivia Lause, Ben Wilhelm 
  Sun.: Deanne and Kaela Maas, Joshua Main 
Offertory: Sat.  Jim and Brenda Wagner Sun: Chuck and Dianne Hoile 
Hospitality:  Sat.: Ben and Dave Flowers, Dan Hoile, John Wagner 
  Sun.: Adam and Rick Stein, Al and Dodi Tussing 
     
 
 

PRAYERS: Please keep in your prayers Marilyn (Rich) Kempf, Thomas Spurgeon, 
Sue Hoile,  Lisa Wilhelm, Rosella Flowers, Shannon Walther, Joanne Wensink, 
Jose Lopez (serving in Afghanistan), Myrtle Courtney, Mike Woods, Kim Kempf, 
Evelyn Metzner, Rita Cass, Odilia Champion, Cathy Hines, Julie Kinder, Bob and 
Alice Konrad, Breckin Maas, Ruth Neiling, Howard Schwab, Clara Smith, Mary Lue 
Stein and Ernie Villarreal.  
 

 
  CHOOSE LIFE:   A new book entitled My Child, My Gift: A Positive Response to a 
Serious Prenatal Diagnosis quotes one mother of a child with Down syndrome, 



“The greatest surprise is this: Our life together has been less about my helping 
reach his potential than about him helping me reach mine.” 
 

December  ������������������������������������������������������������ 
7 Sun. ICC NO High School Religious Education – Instead, please 

attend the Feast of the Immaculate Conception Mass 
(7:00 pm) 

    
9 Tues St Louis Christmas Program   7:00 pm 
    

10 Wed ICC 6:15 pm CCD  
    

11 Thur St. Louis Bible Study at Mary Jane Flowers 
    

14 Sun St. Louis 6:30 p.m.  High School Religious Education 
 
SCRIPTURE VERSE THIS WEEK AT ST. LOUIS SCHOOL...The Virgin shall be 
with child, and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.  Isaiah 7:14 
 
 
ICC CHILDREN’S PROGRAM & POTLUCK:  on Dec. 7th.  The CCD students will 
present their program immediately after the 10:30 mass.  Following the program we 
will have our annual parish potluck.   Bring a hot and cold dish to share.  Turkey 
sandwiches & table service will be provided.   Please come for a good time. 
 
 
ALTAR ROSARY CANDLE LIGHT DINNER:  All Ladies of St. Louis and 
Immaculate Conception are invited to our annual Candlelight Christmas Dinner.  It 
will be on Monday, December 15th.at 6:30 pm at a cost of $7.00.The evening meal 
will consist of chicken cordon bleu, wild rice, mixed vegetables, Betty salad and 
dessert.  Instead of door prizes, we will be collecting canned goods and white socks 
(all sizes) for the Canales Mission.  Tickets will be on sale following Mass the 
weekend of the Dec. 7th & Dec. 14th.  Tickets can also be obtained by calling Diane 
Wensink at 419.669.2538 or Diane Hoile at 419.669.2504.  No tickets will be sold at 
the door. Please join us with your family and friend for an enjoyable and relaxing 
evening during this holiday season. 
 
 
ICC CHRISTMAS EVE MASS:  On December 24th at the 7:00pm mass we are 
planning a Christmas Eve Program.  We are asking anyone who would like to share 
their talent to please call Donna Neiling at 419.278.3148 or Janet Wilhelm at 


