








January 4, 2009

Do you wonder what the Catholic Church is all about? Is
God calling you—inviting you to something deeper in
your life? Maybe your life is touched with stress,
busyness, and speed of everyday living? Something in
you says— There must be someone—something else?”
God may be the answer?

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is for
people who wish to be Catholic or for baptized Catholics
seeking Confirmation and Eucharist. We invite
you...encourage you...welcome you to come and Inquire!
There is no obligation! If you have any questions or
would like more information, please call Fr. Charlie 201-
327-4359 or Marge Mannion 201-825-2131.

Sunday January 4
5:30 (Sat.) Patricia Santoro
7:30 am Robert Emmet O’Hara
10:00 am Joseph Waldorf
11:30 am Theodore &
Elizabeth Pinyan
Monday January 5
9:00 am Michael Blake
Tuesday January 6
9:00 am Michael Blake
Wednesday January 7
9:00 am Patricia Santoro
Thursday January 8
9:00 am Intentions of the
Dunn Family
Friday January 9
9:00 am People of the Parish
Saturday January 10
5:30 pm Michael Blake
Sunday January 11
7:30 am William Simpson
10:00 am Michael Blake
11:30 am Patricia Santoro
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12
Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]
Monday: 1Jn3:22 —4:6; Mt 4:13-17, 23-25
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1Jn4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1Jn4:19 —5:4; 1Lk 4:14-22a
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29 or
Is 12:2-6; Acts 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9;
Mk 1:7-11

OUR PARISH OUTDOOR CRECHE

Thanks to a dedicated crew, our parish

outdoor créche is installed and lit at

night right at the big intersection of

Allendale Avenue and Franklin

Turnpike. It’s a joy to see and a beacon
of the light of Christ to all. You may have noticed an
addition this year. We now have a kneeling shepherd boy as
part of the tableau. This is a memorial gift from a parish
family, given in memory of a deceased loved one. We are
grateful for this special gift!

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Your stewardship of treasure for last weekend was $5,570.
Thank you and as stewards of our finances, everyone is
encouraged to use the envelopes as a way of planning your
gifts.
The Christmas collection amounted to $45,389. Thank you for
your generosity.

The Epiphany of the Lord—January 4, 2009

All kings shall pay homage,
All nations shall serve him.
-Psalm 72:11

On behalf of the whole parish staff, | extend a big "thank you"
to all who sent cards, chocolates, cookies and other goodies to
us at Christmas-time. We've been enjoying them, and
appreciate your thoughtfulness.

In Christ, Father Charlie

THE HOLY STAR
O Father, may that holy star
Grow every year more bright
And send its glorious beams afar
To fill the world with light.

—William Cullen Bryant




They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the
house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They
prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened
their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. - Matthew 2:10— 11

This month our Confirmation candidates will gather as a large
group in the auditorium to focus on topics that require us to
give them special focus: sexual morality, vocations, the
sanctity of life, and the source & summit of our faith. We
bring in outside presenters to assist us in communicating these
aspects of our faith that often time become manipulated in our
larger culture. Knowledge and understanding of these, along
with a witnesses offer our candidates the opportunity to live in
the freedom of the Lord. We ask you to keep them in your
prayers, that when we have our final large group, where we
invite the parish to join us in adoration, the candidates may be
able to offer themselves wholly as a gift to Christ in the True
Presence of the Sacrament.

Something to Think About: Today is the Pastoral Council’s
Epiphany party. The party is free and a wonderful time for
families to meet and mingle with one another. It’s a free event
and the game will be on a big screen.

CONFIRMATION, YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS:
EVENTS!
Confirmation Large Group
Tuesday, January 6, 7:00pm — Auditorium. Mandatory for
Confirmation Candidates
Youth Mass
Sunday, January 11, 11:30am — Mandatory for Confirmation
Candidates
Parish Movie Night
Sunday, January 18, 6:00pm — Featuring Facing the Giants.
Admission & popcorn are free! Snacks and drinks available
for purchase. Feel free to bring blankets, lawn chairs, and
friends!
Youth Ministry Needs!
Office Help: We are seeking teens to volunteer at the office
between the hours of 3-5pm on Mondays & Wednesdays

Retreat Opportunities:
Crusaders for Christ

Fri. Jan. 30 — Sun. Feb. 1 Crusaders is a weekend faith
experience for teenagers in high school...it is designed simply
to provide a context in which teenagers can communicate and
demonstrate the ways in which God has touched their lives.
Cost: $85 Location: Archdiocesan Retreat Center — 499
Belgrove Drive, Kearny, NJ 07032

YOUNG ADULTS!
(20’s & 30’s: Single or Married)
Catholic Underground
Saturday, January 3: 7:30 — 10:30 PM Join other young adult
Catholics from the tri-state area for adoration and fellowship in
Manhattan at Our Lady of Good Counsel
230 East 90th St, NY 10128 (between 2nd and 3rd Ave)

Happy New Year! I hope that everyone had a
pleasant and blessed Holiday Season. 2009 promises to be
an exciting year for all the students here at Guardian
Angel, and one we plan to start immediately.

This week the Tuesday afternoon Religious Ed
students will have a prayer service. It will be at 4:30 1n the
church. Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Religious Ed Registration will be held next weekend
January 10th and 11th and again on January 31st and
February 1st in the rectory after all masses.

This in person registration 1s REQUIRED for all
families who wish to participate in Summer Angel
Wings. All other families are welcome and encouraged to
register at this time also. Please come prepared to spend
about 20 minutes after Mass to register your family for
Religious Education. The family fee is $175 and due at
registration. For First Eucharist students and Eighth
Grade students there is an additional $50 retreat fee. You
may register your child for Confirmation at this time as
well. There is a separate Confirmation Fee for all

Confirmation Candidates. If you have any questions feel
free to call the Religious Education office at 201-327-0352.

Youth Ministry cont’d

Festival of Praise
Saturday, January 10, 8:00 — 10:00pm — Hosted by the Yong
Adult Council: Archdiocesan Retreat Center — 499 Belgrove
Drive, Kearny, NJ 07032
FOP is Every Second Saturday of the Month

Theology on Tap
Wednesdays, January 14, 21, 28 — additional time, topics, and
speakers tba!

Sons & Daughters of the Light Retreat

Fri., Jan 23 7:00 — Sun., Jan. 25 12:00pm — A retreat for people
in their 20°s & 30’s. Theme: “Detours: The Road to
Demascus” Cost: $85 Location: Archdiocesan Retreat Center —
499 Belgrove Drive, Kearny, NJ 07032 Hosted by the Yong
Adult Council:

Young Adults Wanted!!!
We are looking to start a young adult group. If you are in
college or in your 20’s or 30’s and would like to be a part of
the group, please contact Sam Chey.
For more info. on any event, please call or e-mail me!
Grace and Peace,

Sam Chey, Coordinator of Youth Ministry
schey@guardianangelchurch.org
guardianangelym@yahoo.com
201-934-5554

Office Hours are 1-6pm MTWR and by appointment




Ministry Resource Day
Is God calling you to be a guiding light in His Church?
Have you ever considered a career in Church service and
wondered if you have the gifts and talents needed?
Our day will include a spiritual gifts workshop, as well
as information about church service and opportunities for
professional training.
Saturday January 31, 2009
Time: 9:30am — 4:30pm
Location: St. Peter the Apostle Church, River Edge
Cost: $30 (Includes light breakfast, lunch and spiritual
gifts booklet)
Registration requested by January 23.
To register, or for more information please contact Jo-
Anne Lieder, Coordinator STEPS Institute for Christian
Spirituality at Immaculate Conception Seminary School
of Theology (973) 313-6331 or email liederjo@shu.edu

Fueled by Faith, United in Christ our Hope
Catholic Men’s Conference on Saturday, March 28,
2009, at Essex County Richard J. Codey Arena
(Formerly known as South Mountain Arena) in West
Orange, NJ. Prayerful, spirit-filled, life changing! The
day begins at 8:00 AM ending around 4:00 PM. Mass
will be celebrated by Most Reverend Archbishop John J.
Myers along with our local Bishops and Priests con-
celebrating. A dynamic line-up of speakers is scheduled,
including Fr. Benedict Groeschel, CFR leading the
public adoration.

Ticket price is $25 for adults, $15 for students and senior
citizens; priests & religious free. Fee includes breakfast
and lunch. We will also welcome any free will offering or
donation in order to help other brothers in need. For
registration please visit our website at www.rcan.org/
menscommission or contact Rey Escalon your Parish
Conference Leader at 201 264-0145 (cell phone) or at
escalonr@hotmail.com.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Where on earth would you go to honor the magi?
Iran or Saudi Arabia, Tarshish or the Isles come to mind,
but Cologne, Germany would be a good choice. There
the Shrine of the Three Kings has been the centerpiece of
the city’s cathedral since the fourth century. Today it is
the largest reliquary in the world: a gilded and
ornamented triple casket gleaming high above the altar.
In the fourth century, the supposed relics of the wise men
were taken from Constantinople to Milan, where they
remained until the German Emperor with the unlikely
name Frederick Barbarossa (Red Beard) gave them to the
Archbishop of Cologne. Ever since, pilgrims have
streamed into the city to honor the magi, the first of all
pilgrims, and thus the heavenly patrons of all who have
some holy wanderlust.

This largest Gothic cathedral in Europe today
was begun in the mid-1200s to house the relics. In
medieval times, the relics in a city’s possession were
often the key to a sound international economy. The
reliquary was last opened in 1864, and the remains of
three men were indeed discovered. The cathedral is well
worth a visit, with enormous twin spires forming the
largest facade of any church in the world (it is the model
for St. Patrick’s in New York). Construction began in
1248 and ended in 1880, a six-hundred-year project.
Today, it is a World Heritage Site, described by the U.N.
as “an exceptional work of human creative genius.” This
great treasure of our tradition suffered fourteen direct
bomb hits in World War II but did not collapse. It
survived while the city burned around it, preserved, the

townspeople say, by three heavenly patrons.
—Rev. James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Basketball Festival 2009
The Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children — which
provides scholarships for needy inner-city children at
parochial schools — will hold its sixth annual Basketball
Festival in January. The Boys Festival features St.
Patrick’s vs. Lakewood High School followed by St.
Anthony’s vs. Msgr. Donovan High School on Saturday,
Jan. 3, 2009 starting at 12:30 PM at Kean University in
Union. The Girls Festival has a tripleheader with
Academy of the Holy Angels vs. Marist High School,
Paramus Catholic vs. St Anthony and Mt. Saint Dominic
Academy vs. St. Mary’s on Saturday, Jan. 10, 2009
starting at 3:15 pm at Paramus Catholic. Call 201-939-
8601 to purchase tickets or order online at
www.basketallfestival.com.

An Annulment Information Evening is scheduled for
Wednesday, January 14, 2009. A canon lawyer from
the Archdiocese of Newark will discuss the most recent
theology, guidelines and requirements for obtaining a
Church annulment. The information will be presented in
terms that all can understand. A question and answer
period will conclude the session. Pre-registration is not
necessary. This evening of information will be held at St.
Thomas the Apostle RC Church (Lower Church Parish
Center), 60 Byrd Avenue, Bloomfield, at 7:30 PM. For
additional information, please call the Office of Family
Life Ministries at 973-497-4327.

IMPORTANT CHURCH SITES ON THE INTERNET:

www.vatican.va
WWWw.rcan.org

The Holy See
The Archdiocese of Newark
The Church of the Guardian Angel
www.guardianangelallendale.parishesonline.com
Traveling and looking for Mass schedules?
www.masstimes.org






