






January 25, 2009 
 
Sunday January 25 
5:30 (Sat.)  Michael Blake 
7:30 am  George Burns 
10:00 am  Joseph Waldorf 
11:30 am  Patricia Santoro  

  
Monday  January 26 
9:00 am  Michael Blake  
   
Tuesday  January 27 
9:00 am  Philip Lombardi 

   
Wednesday  January 28 
9:00 am  Frances  Ressetar 
 
Thursday  January 29 
9:00 am  John Pike 
 
Friday  January 30 
9:00 am  People of the Parish 
 
Saturday  January 31 
5:30 pm  Michael Blake 
  
Sunday  February 1 
7:30 am  Thomas Muratore 
10:00 am  Michael Blake 
11:30 am  Patricia Santoro 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
Your stewardship of treasure for last weekend was $6,395.00.    
Thank you and as stewards of our finances, everyone is 
encouraged to use the envelopes as a way of planning your 
gifts.   

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Sunday:  Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25; 1 Cor 7:29-31;  
  Mk 1:14-20 or for the Conversion of St. Paul  
  Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117;  
  1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 16:15-18 
Monday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Mk 3:22-30 
Tuesday: Heb 10:1-10; Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18; Mk 4:1-20 
Thursday: Heb 10:19-25; Mk 4:21-25 
Friday:  Heb 10:32-39; Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Mk 4:35-41 
Sunday:  Dt 18:15-20; Ps 95; 1 Cor 7:32-35;  
  Mk1:21-28 

PROTECTING HUMAN LIFE 
As a nation, we are now facing the most serious 

threat to pro-life policies ever – the “Freedom of Choice 
Act,” known also as FOCA. This bill would create a 
right to abortion that the government could not limit and 
bring about a national abortion policy far worse than the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision. For the first 
time, abortion would become an entitlement the 
government must fund and promote. 

President Obama has publicly stated that he 
wants to sign the measure into law, and the current 
Congress may be more inclined to pass the bill than any 
previous Congress. Next weekend we will have 
postcards opposing this legislation in the pews that we 
can send to our Congressmen, and we will have more 
information to distribute. For more information, please 
visit nchla.org  and usccb.org/prolife/issues/FOCA. 

Several Sources at Guardian Angel January 24-25th 
Several Sources Shelters has four profile shelters for mothers 
who seek to give God’s blessed gift of life to their children 
rather than sacrifice them through abortion.  They will ask 
parishioners for their assistance next weekend.  A 
representative from Several Sources will speak at the Masses.  
We can help save the life of a child.  Jesus said of children, 
“Their angels do behold the Face of God in heaven daily.”  Can 
you be a child’s earthly Guardian Angel?  Please assist with 
their work. 

 Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA).   
  
 As a new administration begins to take shape in 
Washington, Congress is expected to begin deliberating 
legislation to eliminate many of the pro-life laws and policies 
that have in recent years been helpful in stemming abortions in 
this nation.  The laws and policies at risk include a ban on 
partial-birth abortions, mandatory waiting periods, parental 
notification in cases where minors are seeking abortions, and 
prohibition against federal funding of abortions.  The most 
comprehensive attack on pro-life laws is called the Freedom of 
Choice Act (FOCA).  Although the name may change, this 
legislation which will eliminate every limitation on the 
destruction of innocent life that the pro-life movement has 
gained in the past 35 years.  However, some 63 pro-abortion 
groups have already submitted to the new administration an 
outline of plans to “advance reproductive rights,” and FOCA is 
a centerpiece of this anti-life agenda. 
 As Catholics, we believe that life is a gift from God 
that must be cherished and protected.  Our faith obliges us to 
work to defend life both privately and publicly. 
 The U. S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Committee 
on Pro-Life Activities has begun a massive postcard campaign 
to urge Congress to retain laws against federal funding and 
promotion of abortion, and to oppose any bill that includes 
provisions contained in FOCA. 
 The Bishops of New Jersey are urging all Catholic 
people to join in informing our elected representatives in 
Washington to retain the pro-life laws and policies now in 
place, and to oppose any effort to pass the provisions 
contained in the “FOCA Agenda.”  Next weekend, there will 
be postcards at the end of each pew.  Please complete them 
and return them in the collection box.  The parish will arrange 
to mail them to Washington. 
 
We have the opportunity to make not only the strongest 
possible statement about the Sanctity of life, but also to 
demonstrate our strength as people of faith and faithful 
citizens.  Help us make this campaign to secure true progress 
in building a Culture of Life in our nation a success. 



"Lord, I have heard from many sources about this man, what 
evil things he has done to your holy ones in Jerusalem. And 
here he has authority from the chief priests to imprison all who 
call upon your name.” 
But the Lord said to him, "Go, for this man is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name before Gentiles, kings, 
and children of Israel, and I will show him what he will have to 
suffer for my name.” 
     - Acts 9:13 – 16 
 
What I love about this passage is that God tells a disciple to go 
heal a man of blindness.  The disciple has heard that this man 
has been executing other disciples, so he is reticent to go. God 
is always bigger, always deeper, and always keener than we 
can ever imagine or be.  This past Tuesday we had Salesian 
Sisters, priest, and seminaries visit our confirmation class to 
speak about vocations, God’s call.  There are three primary 
vocations: Priesthood, religious life, and marriage, one is no 
greater than the other.  All of us, who call ourselves Catholics, 
are disciples of Christ.  As disciples, I wonder if we have ever 
had our Ananias moments, the disciple, who did not want to go 
heal the man, because he thought he knew the man better than 
God did.  Can we look deeper? Can we look beyond the faults 
and failings and see the gift?  And will we have the courage to 
encourage one another to pursue that gift.  I know of many 
occasions, where a teen has expressed interest in the priesthood 
or religious life, only to be told that it’s not an option for them 
by his or her parent.  By the way, Ananias does follow God’s 
will, and because of it, today we can celebrate the Conversion 
of St. Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles.   
 
Something to Think About:  We can all change some things 
about ourselves.  Maybe we can ask those closest to us, to let 
us know one thing we could work on to make us better.  Maybe 
it’ll catch on and they’ll ask you to tell them one as well. 

 
CONFIRMATION, YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS: 

EVENTS! 
Confirmation Large Group 

Tuesday, January 27, 7:00pm – Auditorium.  This session 
will end in the Church at 9:00pm. Mandatory for Confirmation 
Candidates 

Parish Holy Hour 
Sunday, January 27, 8:00pm – 9:00pm – in the Church – 
come join our Confirmation candidates and visiting teen 
worship band as we adore Christ in the Eucharist, our Source 
and Summit! 

Youth Mass 
Sunday, February 1, 11:30am – Mandatory for Confirmation 
Candidates 

Family Catechesis 
Saturday, January 31, 10:00am – noon in the Red Barn 

 
Sexuality Retreat 

Sunday, February 8, Mandatory for all Religious Ed. 8th 
Graders 

(continued on next page) 
 

 

 PENNIES FROM HEAVEN 
Each year the Religious Education office offers a series 
of large group activities for the children in our Summer 
Angel Wings Program and Home School Religious Ed.  
The theme for the program this year is “How can we 
become Peacemakers?”  Over the past few months the 
children and their parents have met with Theresa 
Salameno, the creator of this program for our parish, and 
created a “Peace Collage” which will be displayed in the 
vestibule of the church in the spring.   Each time the 
children meet, they are asked to bring their pennies.   At 
the end of the year all of the pennies will be combined to 
make a substantial contribution to a children’s charity 
which will be chosen by the students at a pizza party to 
be held in May.  The whole parish is invited to 
participate in this program by donating their pennies to 
our very own “Pennies from Heaven.”   We have placed 
a container in the vestibule of the church in which you 
may place your contributions any time you come to 
church. 
Check the bulletin weekly for any updates on this very 
exciting program as it unfolds throughout the school 
year. 

 ATTENTION ALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FAMILIES 
 In person registration for all grades of Religious 
Education will be held on the weekend of January 31 & 
February 1.  Registration will be held after all Masses in 
the rectory.  If your family plans to participate in the 
Summer Angel Wings Program THIS IN PERSON 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.  No child will be 
admitted to the summer program unless they register in 
person on this weekend. 
 For Tuesday afternoon and evening and Home 
School families, in person registration is encouraged but not 
required.  The deadline for Tuesday and Home School 
registration is May 4, 2009.  Registrations received after 
May 4 will be required to submit a $50 late fee.  The family 
fee is $175 and due at registration.  For First Eucharist 
students and Eighth Grade students there is an additional 
$50 retreat fee.  For families in the Summer Angel Wings 
program there is an additional $10 art fee per child.  You 
may register your child for Confirmation at this time as 
well.  There is a separate Confirmation Fee for all 
Confirmation Candidates.  If you have any questions feel 
free to call the Religious Education office at 201-327-0352. 



IMPORTANT CHURCH SITES ON THE INTERNET: 
  
The Holy See                    www.vatican.va 
The Archdiocese of Newark              www.rcan.org 
The Church of the Guardian Angel 
                    www.guardianangelallendale.parishesonline.com 
Traveling and looking for Mass schedules?                   
               www.masstimes.org 

WEIGHT WATCHERS  
NEW LOCATION... RIGHT IN ALLENDALE... STARTED 

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 7, 2009. 
- free registration - 

SCHEDULED ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS: MEETING 
TIMES 5:00 PM & 6:30 PM  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 37 East Allendale 
Avenue, Allendale, N.J.  

Visit our website at Weight Watchers.com or  
call 1-800-651-6000 for more info. 

 
Conversion of St. Paul 
      
             Paul Turner 
 
The conversion of St. Paul is one of 
the bible’s great stories.  A man who 
persecuted Christians joins the group he was targeting.  
The story appears several times in the New Testament.  
Saul was traveling on the road to Damascus when he was 
struck by a blinding light and fell to the ground.  Unable 
to see, he heard the voice of Jesus ask, ‘Why are you 
persecuting me?”  Saul in turn asked, “Who are you?”  
Housed by a disciple named Ananias, Saul learned about 
Jesus Christ, was baptized, and became known as “Paul”.  
Through his travels, preaching, and writing, he became 
the most influential of all the followers of Christ.  The 
conversation during his vision symbolizes the stance 
between God and the average human person:  God asks 
why we do what we do, and we try to penetrate the 
mystery of God. 
 The Catholic Church celebrates a feast day in 
honor of Paul’s conversion every year on January 25.  
There is  no historical evidence linking this date to that 
event.  The earliest appearance of January 25 on the 
church calendar seems to have commemorated the 
anniversary of the day the relics of this apostle were 
moved from the catacombs to the basilica of St. Paul 
Outside the Walls of Rome.  The date later became 
associated with his conversion, probably because of the 
universal appeal of Paul’s story. 
 As a feast day, the conversion outranks most 
other weekdays, but when it falls on a Sunday, the 
Ordinary Time liturgy takes precedence.  However, Pope 
Benedict XVI made mid-2008 to mid-2009 a special year 
commemorating the 2,000th anniversary of the birth of 
St. Paul, and in honor of this event he authorized the 
celebration of the Conversion of St. Paul on Sunday, 
January 25, 2009. 
 
This bulletin insert originally appeared in Ministry & Liturgy, as 
pastoral planning resource used by the worship leaders in your parish 
as an aid for better liturgy.  Copyright 2008 Resource Publications, 
160 E. Virginia St., San Jose, CA 95112 (408)286-8505.  Paul Turner, 
pastor of St. Munchin parish in Cameron, Mo., holds a doctorate in 
sacramental theology from Sant ́  Anselmo University in Rome.  Clip 
art by Kathi Scarpace. 

-YOUTH MINISTRY CONTINUED- 
 

Retreat Opportunities: 
Crossroads 

Fri. March 6 – Sun. March 8 CROSSROADS is a weekend 
faith experience for youth in their FRESHMEN AND 
SOPHOMORE years of high school. It is designed to provide a 
context in which teenagers can communicate and demonstrate 
the ways in which God has touched their lives. Cost: $85 
Location: Archdiocesan Retreat Center – 499 Belgrove Drive, 
Kearny, NJ 07032 

YOUNG ADULTS! 
(20’s & 30’s: Single or Married) 

Catholic Undergroundlicunderground.net/ 
Saturday, February 7 : 7:30 – 10:30 PM Join other young 
adult Catholics from the tri-state area for adoration and 
fellowship in Manhattan at Our Lady of Good Counsel 
230 East 90th St, NY 10128 (between 2nd and 3rd Ave) 
Featured Artist: Popple www.popple.us 

Theology on Tap 
Wednesdays, January 28 – at On the Border by the Paramus 
Mall 

Young Adults Wanted!!! 
We are looking to start a young adult group.  If you are in 
college or in your 20’s or 30’s and would like to be a part of 
the group, please contact Sam Chey. 
For more info. on any event, please call or e-mail me! 
Grace and Peace, 
Sam Chey, Coordinator of Youth Ministry  201-934-5554 
schey@guardianangelchurch.org    guardianangelym@yahoo.com 
Office Hours are 1-6pm MTWT and by appointment 

Are you and your family being squeezed by these 
economic times?  The Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and New Jersey 
SHARES programs can help with your energy bill.  
To find out which of these programs will best meet 
your needs, call  2-1-1 (all calls are confidential) to 
learn more and where to apply. 

OPEN HOUSE:  On Sunday, February 1st from Noon until 
2:00 pm, Saint Joseph Regional H.S. in Montvale, will be 
hosting its third and final Open House of the school year for 
prospective students (7th and 8th grade boys) and their 
families to gain more information concerning St. Joseph 
Regional, its programs and the people who make up the SJR 
community.  SJR students will provide tours and guests will 
have the opportunity to speak with SJR faculty, administrators 
and parents.  For more information and directions, please call 
the school at 201-391-3300 or on the Internet at 
www.saintjosephregional.org. 

FAMILY INFLUENCE 
Disorder in the society is the result of disorder in the family. 
   —St. Angela Merici 




