








March 15, 2009

CONFESSIONS AT GUARDIAN ANGEL

This Lent, we are praying in a special way

that the Lord will change our hearts.

Recognizing that our hearts are in need of

continuing change is an ancient spiritual
awareness. We find it in the psalms; we hear it from the
prophets. As we open our hearts to be transformed by the
Lord, we often recognize the need of reconciliation — with God
and others.

The sacrament of confession is available every
Saturday (except Holy Saturday) at 4:30 p.m. in our Church.
The Reconciliation Room (to the right of the tabernacle)
allows you to enter and kneel for anonymous confession, or
walk toward the chair to sit face-to-face with the priest. A
green light over the door means the priest is present; a red light
means someone is already in the confessional.

You may also call me (201-327-4359) to arrange an
appointment to come to the rectory for confession.

- Father Charlie

Sunday March 15
5:30 (Sat.) Thomas Martorano
7:30 am Eloise Ceccon
10:00 am Nancy Simatos
11:30 am Philip Lombardi
Monday March 16
9:00 am Marie Verdicchio
Tuesday March 17
9:00 am Patricia Santoro
Wednesday March 18
9:00 am People of the Parish
Thursday March 19
9:00 am Malachy Clancy
Friday March 20
9:00 am Edmund Kennedy
Saturday March 21
5:30 pm Intentions of the
Dunn Family
Sunday March 22
7:30 am Thomas Brennan
10:00 am Philip Lombardi
11:30 am Frances Ressetar
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 12-17]; Ps 19;
1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25
Alternate readings (Year A): Ex 17:3-7;
Ps 95; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42 [5-15,
19b-26, 39a, 40-42]
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt. 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89; Rom 4:13,
16-18,22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-
51a
Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14
Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137; Eph 2:4-10;

Jn 3:14-21

Alternate readings (Year A):

1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23;

Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41[1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]

“Follow Me”, a 90 minute program filled with
mspirational music and talks, will be presented here at
Guardian Angel Church on Friday, March 20th at 7:30
pm. The program includes traditional, contemporary,
calming and toe-tapping music that will help you follow
Jesus  Christ. For more information, visit
www.followme2009.com, or call 845-384-8050.
Donations accepted.

Parishioners are invited to gather at 7:30
p.m. in the church on Friday March 27th to pray
the Stations of the Cross together. Prayer
booklets are supplied, and all are welcome.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Your stewardship of treasure for last weekend was $8,589.00.
Thank you and as stewards of our finances, everyone is
encouraged to use the envelopes as a way of planning your gifts.

This weekend our parish participates in the Peter’s Pence
Collection for the Works of the Holy Father. Your generosity
allows the Holy Father to bring hope to our suffering
brothers and sisters throughout the world. In solidarity
with the Holy Father, we Catholics participate in works of
goodness that distinguish us as followers of the Gospel.
Please pray for the Holy Father, and please give generously.

LENT 2009: A Season to Change Our Hearts

All are invited to participate in our special weekly
prayer intentions this Lenten Season. Each week a new little
purple prayer intention card will be available in the basket in
the Church vestibule. These can also help us be united more
deeply, for we can all be offering the same (or similar)
intention in our daily prayers all week long. Each of the
weekly prayers (and reflection on the reverse side of the card)
connects with the Lenten theme “A Season to Change Our
Hearts.”

The intention for the First Week of Lent was: “This
week I will call to mind those who have hurt me and pray for
them daily.”

The intention for the Second Week of Lent was: “This
week I will speak no ill of another person and I will hear no ill
of another person.”

The new intention is: “This week I will be the bearer
of good news to others and tell only God of any slanderous
words I have heard.”

You may find the prayers and reflections inspiring;
you may find them challenging. Hopefully you will find them
helpful in following Jesus Christ more closely this Lenten
Season and beyond.




Brothers and sisters:
Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are called, Jews and
Greeks alike, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and
the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

-1 Cor 1:22-25

I normally avoid quoting an entire reading, but today’s
second reading is short and it happens to be the very topic I
was blessed to have discussed with our Confirmation
candidates. We live in confusing times, where standards and
convention are viewed with cynicism. These are the days,
where laws written on paper are filled with holes, out of fear
that they may resemble the laws written in stone, as if those
laws were the stones of prison walls.

When divorced from the Spirit of God, the laws of
man are as imperfect as the people, who draft them. They are
full of loop holes and contradictions that leave people in a
prison of confusion. The free choices they pretend to espouse
are so cancerous, they leave the human person a shadow of
who he or she once was.

There is a reason why God would etch His laws into
stone. There is a reason why Christ would build His Church on
the “Rock.” The human person requires laws that are born of
Spirit and Truth, laws that do not satisfy only a narrow
understanding of the human person, whether that be his or her
logic, physical need or emotional need, but laws that satisfy the
whole person. God’s laws are life-giving and freeing. They
satisfy all aspects of the human person. Loving and honoring
God, Who loved you into existence makes sense. Respecting
your parents, who gifted you with life makes sense. Treating
each other with dignity rather than being dishonest or betraying
or hurting one another makes sense. It makes sense not just to
our logic, but to who we are as people. In the freedom of
God’s law is the peace this world cannot give.

Something to Think About: Lately I’ve been driving at the
speed limit; I use cruise control. Amazingly enough, my
highway frustrations are at an all time low. Maybe there’s a
rule that you always follow. Share it with your kids and how
following that rule has made your life that much freer!

CONFIRMATION, YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS:
EVENTS!

Communion Breakfast
Sunday, March 22, in the Auditorium - Immediately following
the 10:00am mass in the auditorium. $5 per Person, $25 per
Family.

Living Stations Practice
Sunday, March 15, 1:00pm — in the Church - Open to Junior
high and high school teens!

Lenten Movie Night

Sunday, March 15, 3:00pm- in the Auditorium — featuring The
Passion of the Christ with a Lenten Reflection afterwards.

(Youth Ministry Continued)

Family Catechesis

Wednesday, March 18, 7:00 — 9:00pm —in the Church

Youth Ministry Needs!
Office Help: We are seeking teens to volunteer at the office
between the hours of 3-5pm on Mondays & Wednesdays
Retreat Opportunities:

Rejoice!

Fri. April 24— Sun. April 26 — open to all high school teens!
Contact the youth ministry office for more details or go to:
http://www.boldym.com/rejoice/index.html

YOUNG ADULTS!
(20’s & 30’s: Single or Married)
Festival of Praise
Saturday, March 14, 2009, 8:00 - 10:30 p.m.
Jersey City, New Jersey
Catholic Underground
http://catholicunderground.net/
When TBA
Join other young adult Catholics from the tri-state area for
adoration and fellowship in Manhattan at Our Lady of Good
Counsel, 230 East 90th St, NY 10128 (between 2nd and 3rd
Ave) Featured Artist: TBA
Young Adults Wanted!!!
We are looking to start a young adult group. If you are in
college or in your 20’s or 30’s and would like to be a part of
the group, please contact Sam Chey.
Spirit & Truth
Spirit & Truth is a community of people in their 20's and 30's.
Its mission is "to bring young adults into a relationship with
Christ through worship of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament,
study of Church teachings and sacred scripture, and
celebrations of Catholic traditions, while forming a community
of life-giving relationships." We gather once a week for
adoration, music, and fellowship. Our other activities include
social events, trips, and robust service experiences. It is
Eucharist adoration that forms and nourishes our community.
http://www.spiritandtruthnj.org St. John the Apostle Church,
Linden, NJ.

http://www.newarkoym.org is the official site for youth &
young adult events in the Archdiocese.

For more info. on any event, please call or e-mail me!
Grace and Peace,

Sam Chey, Coordinator of Youth Ministry
schey@guardianangelchurch.org

201-934-5554
Office Hours are 1-6pm MTWT and by appointment

Soring

The first day of Spring begins
on Friday, March 20th
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The difficult economy has slowed giving
and increased the number of people who
need help. If you have not already made a
gift to the 2009 Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal, there is still time. Now more than
ever, you can make a difference in the
lives of many in the Archdiocese of
Newark.

S| I oA
ToServe The LORD
And One Anothir
!

Catholic Charities of the

Archdiocese of Newark m
International Adoption Information Meeting ‘ / 4
Saturday, April 25, 2009

10 am—12 pm

499 Belgove Drive, Kearny, NJ

For directions and to register call 201-246-7378.

Bereavement Support Group

If you are experiencing pain following the loss of a
loved one, support is available to you through the
Bereavement Ministry.

In coming together with others who have experienced
the loss of a loved one, and sharing our stories in an
atmosphere of faith, hope and love, with a code of
confidentially, we embark on a shared journey from grief
toward healing. As participants in a eight week Bereavement
Support Group, we will examine the many facets of grief
(anger, loneliness, guilt, healing, etc.) and we will receive
spiritual and emotional support from one another. the eight
week session (one evening a week for eight consecutive
weeks) will begin April 13th and 15th.

This is being offered by facilitators from St. Luke's,
Guardian Angel and the Church of the Presentation, and will
be held at the Church of the Presentation. It is open to all
parishes and people of all faiths.

If you would like more information about the
Bereavement Ministry and /or you are seeking support at this
time, please feel free to  contact the Church of the
Presentation, Bereavement Ministry Hotline at 201 327-1313
ext 46, and you will be contacted.

GIVE YOURSELF THIS GIFT OF TIME....AND BEGIN
TO HEAL.

Catholic Men’s Conference
Fueled by Faith, United i Christ our Hope — The
Archdiocese of Newark 1s celebrating its first annual
Catholic Men’s Conference on Saturday, March 28th at
Essex County Richard J. Codey Area (formerly known as
South Mountain Arena) on Northfield Ave. iIn West
Orange, NJ. Prayerful, spint-filled, life changing! The
day begins at 8:00 am and ends at 4:00 pm. Mass will be
celebrated by Most Reverend Archbishop John J. Myers
along with our local Bishops and Priests con-celebrating.
A dynamic line-up of speakers that includes Fr. Benedict
Groeschel, leading the public adoration, Mr. Danny
Abramowicz, Dr. Phil Mango, Deacon Ralph Poyo and
special guest Mr. John Pridmore (from London).
Ticket price is $25 for adults, $15 for students (14-23
years old) and senior citizens (65 and older); priests and
religious are free. Fee includes breakfast and lunch. We
will also welcome any free will offering or donation in
order to help other brothers in need. For registration,
please visit our website at www.rcan.org/menscommission,
via email at CatholicMen@rcan.org, call 973-497-4545 or
contact your Parish Conference leader.
If you are interested 1n carpooling, contact Fr. Charlie at
201-327-4359 or cpinyan@guardianangelchurch.org.

Lenten Fish & Chips Supper
Parishioners are invited to a Lenten Fish & Chips Supper
preceding the Stations of the Cross on Friday April 3rd. The
dinner will be held in the Barn (Msgr. Salemi Hall) from 6 to
7 p.m. Stations are prayed in the church at 7:30 p.m. The
evening is hosted by the Weck family. Please call Fred and
Marcia if you would like to attend 201-760-2588.

Lenten Spaghetti Dinner-Friday March 27th from 6 pm to 8
pm at Adorno Fathers Center, 575 Darlington Ave., Ramsey,
NJ. Donation is $10 per person (children under 8 —free).
Menu includes clam and marinara sauces, salad, garlic bread,
and dessert. Also, music will be featured by the priests and
brothers of the Adorno Fathers. Tickets will be sold at the
door. For advanced tickets, please call 201-694-6978.
Proceeds will benefit the Adorno Fathers Seminary in Ramsey.

Family Spirituality

The new Catholic Center for Family Spirituality at Immaculate
Conception Seminary School of Theology, Seton Hall
University invites you to participate in the 2009 William J.
Toth Summer Institute for Family Spirituality. The Center
was developed in response to Pope John Paul II’s challenge to
create new institutes dedicated to theological and pastoral
dimensions of family life. Summer Institute courses will be
conducted at four locations:  Ridgewood, Jersey City,
Bayonne, and South Orange. Guided by expert faculty,
students will examine the spiritual foundations of family life,
reflecting on the family as the “Church in miniature” and
exploring ways to meet the challenges and stresses attending
modern family life. All courses may be taken for credit
towards a Certificate in Spirituality or Pastoral Ministry or
towards a Master’s Degree in Theology or Pastoral Ministry.
Students may also choose to enroll on a non-matriculating
basis. Fifty percent discounts and new student scholarships
are available for those involved in paid or voluntary Church
service.

For further information about the Catholic Center, please
contact Andy Saunders, Director, at saundean@shu.edu or 973
-313-6335, or Kathy Childers, Secretary and Coordinator of
Special Programs, at childeka@shu.edu.

IMPORTANT CHURCH SITES ON THE INTERNET:

www.vatican.va
WWW.rcan.org

The Holy See
The Archdiocese of Newark
The Church of the Guardian Angel
www.guardianangelallendale.parishesonline.com
Traveling and looking for Mass schedules?
WWwWw.masstimes.org






