














SPECIAL NOON MASS

A special Mass followed by a support group
meeting for anyone affected by the disease of Alcoholism
will be celebrated at St. Paul Church, 200 Wyckoff
Avenue, Ramsey, New Jersey at 12 NOON on Saturday,
December 20, 2008.

Anyone and everyone who is concerned about his/
her drinking or the drinking habits of a loved one, is
probably dealing with the disease. And it is dangerous; it
is impossible to successfully deal with it alone. Please
consider attending this Mass and meeting. For further
information about the Mass and meeting, call Msgr.
Lawrence Cull at 201-327-0976.

CANDLELIGHT CAROL SING: The 38th annual
Candlelight Carol Sing will be held at the Cathedral
Basilica on Wednesday, December 17th and Thursday,
December 18th, at 8 pm (two performances). Doors open
at 7 pm both nights. Christmas music will be sung by the
Cathedral Choir with the assembly and will be
accompanied by the great Cathedral organs and brass
ensemble. Free-will donation. For more information call
973-484-2400, or visit www.cathedralbasilica.org.

Fueled by Faith, United in Christ our Hope — A
Catholic Men’s Conference on Saturday, March 28,
2009, at Essex County Richard J. Codey Arena
(Formerly known as South Mountain Arena) in 560
Northfield Ave., West Orange, NJ. Prayerful, spirit-filled,
life changing! The day begins at 8:00 AM ending around
4:00 PM. Mass will be celebrated by Most Reverend
Archbishop John J. Myers along with our local Bishops
and Priests con-celebrating. A dynamic line-up of
speakers is scheduled, including Mr. Danny Abramowicz,
Most Reverend Bishop Manuel A. Cruz and Fr. Benedict
Groeschel, C.F.R. leading the public adoration.

Ticket price is $25 for adults, $15 for students and senior
citizens; priests & religious free. Fee includes breakfast
and lunch. We will also welcome any free will offering or
donation in order to help other brothers in need. For
registration or more information please visit our website
at www.rcan.org/menscommission , via email at
CatholicMen@rcan.org , call 973-497-4545 or contact
your Parish Conference Leader.

Marriage Encounter Weekend

“with the Lord a thousand years is like one day.” Time passes
so quickly in our marriage, also. One day our spouse will be
gone. Have I worked to make our days together the best they
can be? The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is
March 13-15. For more information visit their website at
www.wwme.org or call/email (800)823-5683
sylviavl2@aol.com.

“Merry Christmas, New York City!”
Avery Fisher Hall, Lincoln Center

Producers Lynn and Gene Geyer, parishioners of St. Mary’s in
Mt. Vernon, NY created “Merry Christmas, New York City!” as
an uplifting Catholic musical celebration and reminder to keep
Chirst in Christmas. Reprising his 2007 role as emcee is
Raymond Arroyo, host of EWTN’s The World Over Live.
Musicians include Fr. Stan Fortuna and brother/sister duo, Fr.
Charles and Laurie Mangano, joined by the Ballet Company of
June Claire. Also on hard are tenor, Al Barbarino and the
Archdiocesan Festival Chorale directed by Dr. Jennifer Pascual.
Please join us on Saturday, December 20th at the 2:00pm
Matinee! Tickets are $50 with 50% discount for groups of 10 or
more and are available at www.lincolncenter.org or by phone
at 212-271-6500 or at the Avery Fischer Hall Box Office located
at Broadway and 65th St. For more details, please visit
www.ColorBlindMusic.com.

IMPORTANT CHURCH SITES ON THE INTERNET:

www.vatican.va
WWW.rcan.org

The Holy See
The Archdiocese of Newark
The Church of the Guardian Angel
www.guardianangelallendale.parishesonline.com
Traveling and looking for Mass schedules?
WWWw.masstimes.org

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Last week, we looked at a form of nativity scene
called a presipio, characterized by framing the créche of
Jesus with a vast array of personalities and a rich
geographical context. The tradition was carried to the
New World, and finds very rich expression in Latin
America today. While in Europe the presipio was
reserved mostly to the homes of wealthy nobles and great
churches, in Latin America it was claimed by the poor
and expressed the skills of native artisans. In Mexico, you
can still find clay figures in every village market. In a
way, the native people took the religion of Spanish rule
and baptized it with their Indian culture by surrounding
the crib of Jesus with local geography and people. In
Brazil, where Christmas falls in summer, the figure of the
baby Jesus is wrapped in gold and gems, and set on a
hillside surrounded by flowers and animals of all kinds.
Sometimes there is a double presipio, presenting both
Nativity and Crucifixion.

In some places in Latin America, even non-
religious people take care to have a presipio in the home,
sometimes dedicating one whole room in the house or
apartment to the scene. Some cities have markets where
people from the countryside sell plants and figurines. In
Cuzco, churches and families provide hot chocolate for
the children of the poor who come down to help create
the nativity scenes. In Paraguay, the baby Jesus grows—
the small infant who arrives on Christmas Eve is replaced
at new year with a toddler Jesus who holds in one hand
the globe and in the other a cross. Few Christmas
traditions have the vitality and variety of presipios and

créches honoring the Nativity.
—Rev. James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.






