






December 28, 2008 
 
Sunday December 28 
5:30 (Sat.)  Maria Zandalasini  
7:30 am  Marguerite  Anelante 
10:00 am  Thomas Assicurato 
11:30 am  Arthur & Patricia Santoro 
 
Monday  December 29 
9:00 am  Michael Blake  
   
Tuesday  December 30 
9:00 am  People of the Parish 
 

 New Year’s Eve    
Wednesday  December 31 
9:00 am  Joseph Waldorf 
5:30 pm  Thomas Ayers 
 
            New Year’s Day 
Thursday  January 1 
10:00 am  People of the Parish 
 
Friday  January 2 
9:00 am  Michael Blake 
 
Saturday  January 3 
5:30 pm  Patricia Santoro 
  
Sunday  January 4 
7:30 am  Robert Emmet O’Hara 
10:00 am  Joseph Waldorf     
11:30 am  Theodore & Elizabeth Pinyan 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES  
As we observe the great Christmas Octave, daily Mass will be 
celebrated in the Church at 9 a.m.  Monday-Wednesday De-
cember 29-30. January 1 is the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of God, a Holy Day of obligation. We will cele-
brate Mass in the Church on Wednesday December 31 at 5:30 
p.m. and on Thursday January 1 at 10 a.m. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
Your stewardship of treasure for last weekend was $5,644.     
Thank you and as stewards of our finances, everyone is 
encouraged to use the envelopes as a way of planning your 
gifts. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Sunday:  Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3;  
  Ps 128 or Ps 105; Col 3:12-21 [12-17]  
  or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19;  
Monday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
Thursday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
Friday:  1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28  
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Jn 1:29-34 
Sunday:  Is 60:1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
  Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40] 

OUR PARISH OUTDOOR CRECHE 
 
Thanks to a dedicated crew, our parish 
outdoor crèche is installed and lit at night 
right at the big intersection of Allendale 
Avenue and Franklin Turnpike. It’s a joy 
to see and a beacon of the light of Christ to 

all. You may have noticed an addition this year. We now have 
a kneeling shepherd boy as part of the tableau. This is a 
memorial gift from a parish family, given in memory of a 
deceased loved one. We are grateful for this special gift! 
 

The Parish Office will close on 
Tuesday, December 30th at 1:00 
pm in observance of the New Year’s 
Holiday.  The office will reopen on 
Monday, January 5th at 9:00 am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you wonder what the Catholic Church is all about? Is 
God calling you—inviting you to something deeper in 
your life? Maybe your life is touched with stress, 
busyness, and speed of everyday living? Something in 
you says—”There must be someone—something else?” 
God may be the answer? 
e 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is for 
people who wish to be Catholic or for baptized Catholics 
seeking Confirmation and Eucharist. We invite 
you...encourage you...welcome you to come and Inquire! 
There is no obligation!  If you have any questions or 
would like more information, please call Fr. Charlie 201-
327-4359 or Marge Mannion 201-825-2131. 

Reflections on Stewardship 
“Whatever you do,” says St. Paul to the Colossians,”….do 
it in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Give thanks to God the 
Father through Him.”  And so it is that we offer our gifts 
in the Eucharist “through Him, with Him, and in Him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit. 



 
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon him.  
- Luke 2:40 
 
Thank you to all, who assisted with the Advent Flower 
Delivery and the Festival of Lights.  At the end of the Festival 
of Lights, we’re able to thank the various organizers, but those, 
who organize the flower delivery remain anonymous to most.  I 
would like to thank Jane Curti and the Bereavement Ministry 
for compiling the names and writing a person card to each 
family.  I would also like to thank Sheila Lopez and Arts & 
Environment for attaining the flowers.   
 
It is always a joy to speak with parents and sense the great care 
they have for their children.  When I reflect on the above 
passage, I wonder if this is the hope of parents.  I am not yet a 
parent, but it is the hope I bear.  I read a disheartening article 
on the state of dating recently.  With so much outside influence 
bearing on children, what is a parent to do?  Provide an 
alternative.  The pervading culture indoctrinates children with 
an empty humanism.  Offer them your faith, offer them the 
traditions on which you grew, offer them the joy, the peace, 
and the freedom of a Christ-centered life.  I pray that all of you 
are enjoying the blessings of Christmas! 
 
Something to Think About:  Family gatherings can be great 
fun. They can also be times of tradition.  On this feast of the 
Holy Family, it may be fun to share with one another your 
perspective of some of your family traditions, how you felt 
about them as a child and how you feel about them now.   
 
CONFIRMATION, YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS: 

EVENTS! 
 

Confirmation Large Group 
Tuesday, January 6, 7:00pm – Auditorium.  Mandatory for 
Confirmation Candidates 

Youth Mass 
Sunday, January 11, 11:30am – Mandatory for Confirmation 
Candidates 

Parish Movie Night 
Sunday, January 18, 6:00pm – Featuring Facing the Giants.  
Admission & popcorn are free!  Snacks and drinks available 
for purchase.  Feel free to bring blankets, lawn chairs, and 
friends! 

Youth Ministry Needs! 
Office Help: We are seeking teens to volunteer at the office 
between the hours of 3-5pm on Mondays & Wednesdays 
Retreat Opportunities: 

Crusaders for Christ 
Fri. Jan. 30 – Sun. Feb. 1 Crusaders is a weekend faith 
experience for teenagers in high school…it is designed simply 
to provide a context in which teenagers can communicate and 
demonstrate the ways in which God has touched their lives. 
Cost: $85 Location: Archdiocesan Retreat Center – 499 
Belgrove Drive, Kearny, NJ 07032 

Youth Ministry continued) 
YOUNG ADULTS! 

(20’s & 30’s: Single or Married) 
Catholic Underground 

Saturday, January 3: 7:30 – 10:30 PM Join other young adult 
Catholics from the tri-state area for adoration and fellowship in 
Manhattan at Our Lady of Good Counsel 
230 East 90th St, NY 10128 (between 2nd and 3rd Ave) 

Festival of Praise 
Saturday, January 10, 8:00 – 10:00pm – Hosted by the Yong 
Adult Council:  Archdiocesan Retreat Center – 499 Belgrove 
Drive, Kearny, NJ 07032 
FOP is Every Second Saturday of the Month 

Theology on Tap 
Wednesdays, January 14, 21, 28 – additional time, topics, and 
speakers tba! 

Sons & Daughters of the Light Retreat 
Fri., Jan 23 7:00 – Sun., Jan. 25 12:00pm – A retreat for people 
in their 20’s & 30’s.  Theme: “Detours: The Road to 
Demascus” Cost: $85 Location: Archdiocesan Retreat Center – 
499 Belgrove Drive, Kearny, NJ 07032 Hosted by the Yong 
Adult Council:   
http://www.newarkoym.org is the official site for youth & 
young adult events in the Archdiocese. 
 
For more info. on any event, please call or e-mail me! 
Grace and Peace, 
Sam Chey, Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
schey@guardianangelchurch.org 
201-934-5554 

 
 
 
 
Merry Christmas to you and your families!! Christmas is an 
exciting and busy time of year for the young people of our 
parish. 
The Festival of Lights was hugely successful and everyone 
who attended thoroughly enjoyed the welcoming of the 
Christmas seasons by the prayers of our children raised in 
song. Remember singing is like praying twice!  
A big thank you goes out to those who opened their homes 
and hearts to teach the first mini course for the Jr. High 
students of the parish. They have now moved on to their 
second session.  
Jr. High students in our home school program will be 
completing their service projects in the coming 
months.  They will be preparing meals for the overflow 
homeless shelter right here at Guardian Angel and will 
travel to Newark to help those at the St. John’s soup 
kitchen. 
The Tuesday afternoon students have enjoyed some change 
in format to our traditional program this year including two 
‘large group theme days’ which include an art project, music 
and a prayer service. The children seem to enjoy the change 
in routine and are learning lots of new songs.  In January 
we will introduce them to Peace Games and the ‘Pennies 
from Heaven’ program, which our Angel Wings and Home 
School students continue to participate actively in. 
Finally, it was so nice to see so many families at Mass on 
Christmas Eve.  We look forward to seeing more of you 
throughout the year. 



                      Ministry Resource Day  
Is God calling you to be a guiding light in His Church?    
Have you ever considered a career in Church service and 
wondered if you have  
the gifts and talents needed?  
Our day will include a spiritual gifts workshop, as well 
as information about church service and opportunities for 
professional training.  
Saturday January 31, 2009  
Time: 9:30am – 4:30pm  
Location: St. Peter the Apostle Church, River Edge  
Cost: $30 (Includes light breakfast, lunch and spiritual 
gifts booklet)  
Registration requested by January 23.  
To register, or for more information please contact Jo-
Anne Lieder, Coordinator STEPS Institute for Christian 
Spirituality at Immaculate Conception Seminary School 
of Theology (973) 313-6331 or email liederjo@shu.edu 

Fueled by Faith, United in Christ our Hope 
Catholic Men’s Conference  

on Saturday, March 28, 2009, at Essex County Richard 
J. Codey Arena (Formerly known as South Mountain 
Arena) in West Orange, NJ.  Prayerful, spirit-filled, life 
changing!  The day begins at 8:00 AM ending around 
4:00 PM.  Mass will be celebrated by Most Reverend 
Archbishop John J. Myers along with our local Bishops 
and Priests con-celebrating.  A dynamic line-up of 
speakers is scheduled, including Fr. Benedict  
Groeschel, CFR leading the public adoration. 
 
Ticket price is $25 for adults, $15 for students and senior 
citizens; priests & religious  
free.  Fee includes breakfast and lunch.  We will also 
welcome any free will offering or donation in order to 
help other brothers in need.  For registration please visit 
our website at www.rcan.org/menscommission or contact 
Rey Escalon your Parish Conference Leader at 201 264-
0145 (cell phone) or at escalonr@hotmail.com. 

           TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 There’s no more unusual setting to celebrate today’s 
Feast of the Holy Family than Barcelona, Spain and the 
towering unfinished sandcastle known officially as the Temple 
Expiatori de la Sagrada Familia. In 1882, the plan was hatched 
to build a vast place of worship in reparation for the 
revolutionary and liberal leanings of the city. The modern 
artist Antoni Gaudi dedicated his life to the project, living in 
the building, attending Mass daily and giving up his personal 
wealth. When people pressed him to pick up the pace, he 
responded, “My client is not in a hurry.” (Gaudi’s cause for 
beatification is moving along, and he could be the first 
professional artist and architect to be beatified.) The Spanish 
Civil War, a disaster for the Catholic Church in which 
thousands of priests, brothers, and nuns were murdered, halted 
work in 1935. In the 1950s work began anew, speeded up by 
computers in the 1980s. Still, the final stage of construction is 
not due to end until 2026. If the original methods had stayed in 
place, it would take several hundred more years to complete 
the plan. So far there are eight towers, with four to go. The 
highest steeple is three feet shorter than the nearest hill, since 
the architect didn’t want his work to surpass God’s artistry. 
The three faces of the basilica each have three doors, with the 
faces named Passion, Nativity, and Grace. The interior is 
crammed with geometric figures that almost seem to spin, 
crazy-quilt windows, spiral staircases, and jumbles of statues 
and figures. Although inspired by ancient Gothic cathedrals, 
the style is called Expressionist, and very little is left 
unexpressed by the masonry. If you can’t afford a visit, 
Sagrada Familia maintains a Web site, and virtual visits are 
free. 
—Rev. James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My eyes have seen your salvation,  
which you have prepared in the sight of all the peoples. 
— Luke 2:30-31 

Basketball Festival 2009 
The Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children – which 
provides scholarships for needy inner-city children at 
parochial schools – will hold its sixth annual Basketball 
Festival in January.  The Boys Festival features St. 
Patrick’s vs. Lakewood High School followed by St. 
Anthony’s vs. Msgr. Donovan High School on Saturday, 
Jan. 3, 2009 starting at 12:30 PM at Kean University in 
Union.  The Girls Festival has a tripleheader with 
Academy of the Holy Angels vs. Marist High School, 
Paramus Catholic vs. St Anthony and Mt. Saint Dominic 
Academy vs. St. Mary’s on Saturday, Jan. 10, 2009 
starting at 3:15 pm at Paramus Catholic.  Call 201-939-
8601 to purchase tickets or order online at 
www.basketballfestival.com. 

IMPORTANT CHURCH SITES ON THE INTERNET: 
  
The Holy See                    www.vatican.va 
The Archdiocese of Newark              www.rcan.org 
The Church of the Guardian Angel 
                    www.guardianangelallendale.parishesonline.com 
Traveling and looking for Mass schedules?                   
               www.masstimes.org 




