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WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

Advent starts Nov. 30 and is a time of waiting, a time
of spiritual preparation for the comings of Jesus
Christ, on earth as a human and at the end time as
acknowlelged Lord and gatherer of the elect. Our
Advent Scriptures focus on both comings and feature
Isaiah, John the Baptist and Mary.

Christ came first in lowliness and poverty. He came
to take on, to share our humanity. That first coming
is now past history In Christ God has taken his most
intimate step into human history, actually sharing our
humanity. His incarnate birth as Son of God and son
of Mary is what we commemorate each feast of
Christmas. We want to be ready to absorb more
deeply that mysterigs reality. We quietly wait for
the festal commemoration. Yet, we also wait for his
coming as Lord of all in power and majesty, at a time
no one knows, to gather us in His everlasting joy and
triumph. We wait for that also.

One of John
preparing peopldor the arrival of Christ. We will

do well to hear again the prophetic voice of Isaiah
and the call to repentance from John. We experience
Advent to learn what to desire and hope for. Our
desire to prepare well to rember the coming of
Jesus in human history will surely confirm and
strengthen our hope, a hope seriously needed today,
a hope that needs some quiet, prioritizing time to
absorb. Hopefully, your
Booko amdri val sMuimut Be WD
booklet as well as the Advent packets prepared for
our R. E. familieswill aid your Advent experience.

Heeding Isaiah and John the Baptist in Advent&00
we shall focus on personal conversion/change of
heart/reconciliation and generous seevio others.
We honestly examine our relationships to God and
with others; what needs improvement? What have |
done? What have | omitted? Reconciliation comes
before any possible personal peace. A significant
part of our conversion/reconciliation cdube the
meaningful celebration of the Sacrament of Penance,
a sacrament of peace.

We also reflect on the reality that Christ identifies
himself with people who are needy. Thus, part of
our Advent is outreach to those who need our aid.
Someofourpai shés ways ar e:

(1) participating in the Otsego area Christmas
Baskets/Boxes: sending money by Dec. 15 to
Jim Rickenberg, O.C.B. Treas., 21595 St. Rt.
65, Grand Rapids, 43522 ptacing a marked
envelope in the offertory basket by Dec. b¥;
bringing to our hall canned goods, nen
perishable food, paper products and cleaning
items by 7:00 p.m. Thurs. Dec. 18 or new/gently
used toys by 4:00 p.m. Tues. Dec. 16;

2) bringing items f oundero u
balcony);

(3) Dec. 6/77T Chr i st mas
Vincent de Paul Society;

(4) Dec. 13/14 offering to the Retirement Fund for

(5) Tues. Dec. 16, 7:00 p.mi

gi ft t

Religious;
at Tontogany

tedt econcBraspwas s t 0 sPresiyterian Church, all ages: help in sorting

and packaging of toys;
(6) Thurs. Dec. 18, 7:00 p.ni. for all agesin St.
P at 6 ssortihg bflfood and other items and
placing items in boxes plus sorting and
arranging of clothing and other warming items;
staffing the Salvation Army Red Kettle in
Liberty Center on Dec. 19, an hour during 3
7:00 p.m. period;

(&) Sat.|Dgc. 2058301500 a.m.ihfer thse postt |
t dldgh school age: aid in distribution of
individualized boxes and toys to camste: hot

breakfast at 7:30 a.m. for helpers;
(9) and filling a Christmas stdédc n g
pari sho.

(7)

mar k e

May your Advent be meaningful so that your
Christmas may béeautiful. If you have not been
with us for some time please prayerfully consider
icomi ng home f or Iffirdtgou ho
would like to talk, do not hesitate to call me. A
heartfelt, warm welcome would await you.

F. Anthony Gallagher, Pastor



2008
Otsego Christmas Baskets

We share our Christmas Spirit
With the more vulnerable among us

Needed Items:

*New or Gently Used Toys; infant thru age 18 *Personal Hygiene Items
*Paper & Cleaning Products *Holiday Food Essentials *Canned Goods
*Boxed Food Items *Money

Deadlines:

Monetary Contributions: Sunday Dec 14™
Send to: Otsego Christmas Baskets
c/o Jim Rickenberg, Treasurer
21595 St Rt. 65
Grand Rapids, Ohio 43522

Toys: Tuesday Dec. 16™ by 4 p.m. Sorting at 7 p.m.
Take to: Tontogany Presbyterian Church (east door, education wing)
Or
St. Patrick's Church

Other Items: Thurs. Dec 18™- 4 p.m.
Bring to: St. Patrick's Church Hall: Weekdays 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., knock
or ring bell at Office door, (N.E. corner near propane tanks of f Prov.-Neap.-Swtn. Rd.)
Sundays up to 1:00 p.m. (hall's east, double doors)

For Further Information or to Submit a name, please call or write to

Nancy Bump
0-230 Co Rd 2
McClure, Ohio 43534
419-265-7616

Together, We Gladly Serve Others




it New Justin, Jessica & Kathryn Fish are DURING ADVENT LITURGIES:
B8 New

N
71,MT from the Whitehouse  area. (1) Two parchments with names for the coming
7 o Uur A WELCOMEDO Messiah will be in the weekly procession and
‘w m El]_l{mh added to our environment.

(2) We shall use two diff e

O Come E mmahnSumrdhy! matcheng c

%@4 Molly Elizabeth Haas was baptized the names on the scrolls.
Jhyg) « Nov. 2. Her parents are Margretta
Pl . Overmier and Jonathan Haas. Her | All Servers, Lectors and Ministers of the Eucharis
*\&iw jj grandparents are Elizabeth and Gary | We need your service iour Nativity of the Lord

Overmier. On Nov. 1@ evi Joshua liturgies. You are asked and invited to agree t
Johnsm was baptized. His parents are Joshua and| liturgical role by signing up on the sheets on the |
Heather Johnson. He has two sisters and his| table.

grandparents are Eric and Becky Johnson.

Christmas Baskets
. Christmas . :
Our condolences to the family and FoodBaskets Please start planning for your gifts.
friends _of Dallas _Storehalder. His Items reededare canned goods, nen
funeral was Nov. 3. He was the uncle of b perishable food, gently used and new
Karen Seeger Also, to the family and toys, cleaning products, paper
friends of Judy McClain. Her memorial products and money. These items
Mass wasNov. 17. Sl was the cousin of Sarah may be bought to our hall anytime

Perry. until 7:00 p.m. Thurs. Ded8 Money, in a clearly
marked envelope, can be placed in our offertory
Womenos Bible Stud y basket or mailed directly to Jim Rickenberg, Treas.,

The Bible Study will now meet on the*® 3™ »a 21595 St. Rt. 65, G. R. 43522.
Monday of the month. For Dec. it is Dec. 1 and Dec. g‘?@% Toysneed to ben the hallby 4:00 p.m.
15 at 7 p.m. tlis open to all of the women in the  Toy %ﬁ;‘ Tues. Decl6.

parish. This is a great way to meet other women in DoOnations

?gefggigki ggéln;(o)re information contact Helen OUIET PRAYE_R BEFORE THE BLESSED

’ ' SACRAMENT is available 48 hours each month
beginning with the first Friday of the month (12:01
a.m. Fridayi 11:59 p.m. Saturday). This is an
excellent opportunity to pray before the Blessed
Sacrament and tiisten quietly to God. Many types

our Advent i Wawillrbe ongler the e eocl; prayer aids and other books are available for your

- : use. If you would like to experience this first hand
balcony during the Sundays of Advent, starting Nov. g
30. You are invited to bring blankets, sweaters, please contact Carl Eby at (48324604). Or stop

mittens, gloves, scarves, hats, etc. Those items in any time; entrance is by knocking on the south

arriving by Friday Dec. 19 will be distributed with ramp door. It will be Dec. 56
the Christmas Baskets on Sat. Dec. 20. Those placed Elegant Ornaments
Dec. 20/21will be taken to the St. Vincent de Paul We still have almost a hundred beautiful brass

Me n 6 s ,Grgathernng for prayer, reflection and
faith-sharing, meets monthly at 7:00 p.mon 2
Sunday of month. The next gathering is Dec. 14.

Society in downtown Toledo. ornaments cut with an image of our church for

hanging anywhere including a Christmas tree. These
RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS DEC. are available in a box on the sacristy counter. You
1314 are welcome to takone.

Many religious women and men whave dedicated

their lives to God and to helping others now need Rel. Educ. Classes

your help. Your donation to the Retirement Fund for Sun. Dec. 7, 14,21 7 9:15a.m. (k4,9

Religious helps with living expenses and the cost of Wed. Dec. 3, 10, 17i 7:00 p.m. §-8, 1012)

health care fo_r elderly (ellglous \(vho ha_ve NO pension e ~osed

and only minimal Social Secuyitbenefits. Please On Dec. 26 the office will be closed. You may leave
plan to be generous Dec.-13. messages on the office recorder at-8325.




COME HOME

FOR

CHRISTMAS

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 1
ARA DAY OF GRACE: ©

Opportunities for your celebrating the

peaceful, welcoming encounter with our

merciful Lord in the Sacrament of Penance
will be hourly on the half hour, 13 times, on

Thurs. Dec 18 from 7:30 a.m. through 7:30

p.m. At each time Fr. G. will be in the

Reconciliation Room as long as there is
someone waiting in the Blessed Sacrament
Chapel.

7:30 a.m. 2:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. 3:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. 4:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m.
11:30 a.m. 6:30 p.m.
12:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES

Each Sat., 3:00-3:30 p.m.
Wed. Dec. 17, 8:45 a.m.

Fri. Dec. 19, 8:45 a.m.
Sun. Dec. 21, 12:30 p.m.

Mon. Dec. 22, 1:00 p.m.
and 7:00 p.m.

Tues. Dec. 23, 2:00 p.m
and 6:30 p.m.

And, as always, anytime by appointment,
calling (anonymously, if you wish) the
rectory, 8322414.

ADVENT BEGINS Nov. 30
In our liturgy of the First Sunday of Grace (Cyé&g

T h wé¢ %egin BUE @reparatiod to remember the

anniversary of Chi st 6 s human bir
miracle of Christmas needs an inner space to be
absorbed our season of Advent is a-key time of
waiting and of hope, a counteultural time of
spiritual preparation. Advent is not a passive
experience. Advent is aatter of actively noticing
and responding to the signs of what is expected of
us. This is the first season of our New Year of
Grace. We try to identify with some great people
(Isaiah, John the Baptist, Marguring these few
expectant weeks. Thus, weveaChristmas talk and
experiences for Dec. 24 p.m., Dec. 25 and the 12
days of Christmas.

OUR LITURGIES

Advent Lordodés Days
Sat.4:00 p.m.
Sun. 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Hol v Day, Feast of
Conception
Mon. Dec. 8, 7:00 p.m.
CHRISTMAS

Eve Dec. 245:00 p.m.
(with lots of children)

Middle-of-the-Night, 11:00 p.m.
Mass of Day8:30 a.m.

If you do not have younger children please
consi der -oftheNifAgvh tdod | M:
the Christmas morning Mass. In any
circumstance, we wantou herea t St .
to celebrate Christmas. We will be happy to
see you even if you have been away for a
while.
Note: Jan. 1 is a holyday and World Day of
Prayer for Peace.
Our two liturgies will be:
N.Y. Evei 4:00 p.m.
N. Y. Dayi 9:00 a.m






