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WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 
 
Advent starts Nov. 30 and is a time of waiting, a time 

of spiritual preparation for the comings of Jesus 

Christ, on earth as a human and at the end time as 

acknowledged Lord and gatherer of the elect.  Our 

Advent Scriptures focus on both comings and feature 

Isaiah, John the Baptist and Mary. 
 
Christ came first in lowliness and poverty.  He came 

to take on, to share our humanity.  That first coming 

is now past history.  In Christ God has taken his most 

intimate step into human history, actually sharing our 

humanity.  His incarnate birth as Son of God and son 

of Mary is what we commemorate each feast of 

Christmas.  We want to be ready to absorb more 

deeply that mysterious reality.  We quietly wait for 

the festal commemoration.  Yet, we also wait for his 

coming as Lord of all in power and majesty, at a time 

no one knows, to gather us in His everlasting joy and 

triumph.  We wait for that also. 
 
One of John the Baptistôs great concerns was 

preparing people for the arrival of Christ.  We will 

do well to hear again the prophetic voice of Isaiah 

and the call to repentance from John.  We experience 

Advent to learn what to desire and hope for.  Our 

desire to prepare well to remember the coming of 

Jesus in human history will surely confirm and 

strengthen our hope, a hope seriously needed today, 

a hope that needs some quiet, prioritizing time to 

absorb.  Hopefully, your daily use of the ñLittle Blue 

Bookò and, also ñFive Minutes with the Wordò 

booklet; as well as the Advent packets prepared for 

our R. E. families will aid your Advent experience. 
 
Heeding Isaiah and John the Baptist in Advent 2008 

we shall focus on personal conversion/change of 

heart/reconciliation and generous service to others.  

We honestly examine our relationships to God and 

with others; what needs improvement?  What have I 

done?  What have I omitted?  Reconciliation comes 

before any possible personal peace.  A significant 

part of our conversion/reconciliation could be the 

meaningful celebration of the Sacrament of Penance, 

a sacrament of peace.   

 

 

We also reflect on the reality that Christ identifies 

himself with people who are needy.  Thus, part of 

our Advent is outreach to those who need our aid.  

Some of our parishôs ways are: 
 
(1) participating in the Otsego area Christmas 

Baskets/Boxes: sending money by Dec. 15 to 

Jim Rickenberg, O.C.B. Treas., 21595 St. Rt. 

65, Grand Rapids, 43522 or placing a marked 

envelope in the offertory basket by Dec. 14; by 

bringing to our hall canned goods, non-

perishable food, paper products and cleaning 

items by 7:00 p.m. Thurs. Dec. 18 or new/gently 

used toys by 4:00 p.m. Tues. Dec. 16; 

(2) bringing items for our ñwarming treeò (under 

balcony); 

(3) Dec. 6/7 ï Christmas gift to the parishôs St. 

Vincent de Paul Society; 

(4) Dec. 13/14 ï offering to the Retirement Fund for 

Religious; 

(5) Tues. Dec. 16, 7:00 p.m. ï at Tontogany 

Presbyterian Church, all ages: help in sorting 

and packaging of toys; 

(6) Thurs. Dec. 18, 7:00 p.m. ï for all ages: in St. 

Patôs Hall, sorting of food and other items and 

placing items in boxes plus sorting and 

arranging of clothing and other warming items; 

(7) staffing the Salvation Army Red Kettle in 

Liberty Center on Dec. 19, an hour during 3-

7:00 p.m. period; 

(8) Sat. Dec. 20, 8:30-11:00 a.m. ï for those post-

high school age: aid in distribution of 

individualized boxes and toys to cars; note: hot 

breakfast at 7:30 a.m. for helpers; 

(9) and filling a Christmas stocking marked ñmy 

parishò. 
 
May your Advent be meaningful so that your 

Christmas may be beautiful.  If you have not been 

with us for some time please prayerfully consider 

ñcoming home for the holidays.ò  If first you 

would like to talk, do not hesitate to call me.  A 

heartfelt, warm welcome would await you. 

 

F. Anthony Gallagher, Pastor 





Justin, Jessica & Kathryn Fish are 

from the Whitehouse area.  

ñWELCOMEò 

 

 

 

Molly Elizabeth Haas was baptized 

Nov. 2.  Her parents are Margretta 

Overmier and Jonathan Haas.  Her 

grandparents are Elizabeth and Gary 

Overmier.  On Nov. 16 Levi Joshua 

Johnson was baptized.  His parents are Joshua and 

Heather Johnson.  He has  two sisters and his 

grandparents are Eric and Becky Johnson. 

 

Our condolences to the family and 

friends of Dallas Storehalder. His 

funeral was  Nov. 3.  He was the uncle of 

Karen Seeger.  Also, to the family and 

friends of Judy McClain.  Her memorial 

Mass was Nov. 17.  She was the cousin of Sarah 

Perry. 

 

Womenôs Bible Study 

The Bible Study will now meet on the 1
st
 & 3

rd
 

Monday of the month.  For Dec. it is Dec. 1 and Dec. 

15 at 7 p.m.  It is open to all of the women in the 

parish.  This is a great way to meet other women in 

the parish.  For more information contact Helen 

Zbierajewski, 875-5120. 

 

Menôs Group, a gathering for prayer, reflection and 

faith-sharing, meets monthly at 7:00 p.m. on 2
nd

 

Sunday of month. The next gathering is Dec. 14. 

 

Our Advent ñWarming Treeò will be under the 

balcony during the Sundays of Advent, starting Nov. 

30.  You are invited to bring blankets, sweaters, 

mittens, gloves, scarves, hats, etc.  Those items 

arriving by Friday Dec. 19 will be distributed with 

the Christmas Baskets on Sat. Dec. 20.  Those placed 

Dec. 20/21 will be taken to the St. Vincent de Paul 

Society in downtown Toledo. 

 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS DEC. 

13-14 

Many religious women and men who have dedicated 

their lives to God and to helping others now need 

your help.  Your donation to the Retirement Fund for 

Religious helps with living expenses and the cost of 

health care for elderly religious who have no pension 

and only minimal Social Security benefits.  Please 

plan to be generous Dec. 13-14. 

DURING ADVENT LITURGIES:  

(1) Two parchments with names for the coming 

Messiah will be in the weekly procession and 

added to our environment. 

(2) We shall use two different verses of ñO Come, 
O Come Emmanuel!ò each Sunday, matching 

the names on the scrolls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Baskets 

Please start planning for your gifts.  

Items needed are canned goods, non-

perishable food, gently used and new 

toys, cleaning products, paper 

products and money. These items 

may be brought to our hall anytime 

until 7:00 p.m. Thurs. Dec. 18.    Money, in a clearly 

marked envelope, can be placed in our offertory 

basket or mailed directly to Jim Rickenberg, Treas., 

21595 St. Rt. 65, G. R. 43522. 

Toys need to be in the hall by 4:00 p.m. 

Tues. Dec. 16. 

 
 
QUIET PRAYER BEFORE THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT  is available 48 hours each month 

beginning with the first Friday of the month (12:01 

a.m. Friday ï 11:59 p.m. Saturday).  This is an 

excellent opportunity to pray before the Blessed 

Sacrament and to listen quietly to God.  Many types 

of prayer aids and other books are available for your 

use.  If you would like to experience this first hand 

please contact Carl Eby at (419-832-4604).  Or stop 

in any time; entrance is by knocking on the south 

ramp door.  It will be Dec. 5-6 
 
Elegant Ornaments 

We still have almost a hundred beautiful brass 

ornaments cut with an image of our church for 

hanging anywhere including a Christmas tree.  These 

are available in a box on the sacristy counter.  You 

are welcome to take one. 

 

Rel. Educ. Classes 

Sun. Dec. 7, 14, 21      ï   9:15 a.m. (K-4, 9) 

Wed. Dec. 3, 10, 17   ï   7:00 p.m. (5-8, 10-12) 
 
Office Closed 
On Dec. 26 the office will be closed.  You may leave 

messages on the office recorder at 832-5215. 

All Servers, Lectors and Ministers of the Eucharist 

We need your service in our Nativity of the Lord 

liturgies.  You are asked and invited to agree to a 

liturgical role by signing up on the sheets on the hall 
table. 



COME      HOME      FOR     CHRISTMAS  
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE ï 
 

ñA DAY OF GRACE:ò Thurs. DEC. 18 

 

Opportunities for your celebrating the 

peaceful, welcoming encounter with our 

merciful Lord in the Sacrament of Penance 

will be hourly on the half hour, 13 times, on 

Thurs. Dec. 18 from 7:30 a.m. through 7:30 

p.m.  At each time Fr. G. will be in the 

Reconciliation Room as long as there is 

someone waiting in the Blessed Sacrament 

Chapel. 
 
  7:30 a.m.  2:30 p.m. 

  8:30 a.m.  3:30 p.m. 

  9:30 a.m.  4:30 p.m. 

  10:30 a.m.  5:30 p.m. 

  11:30 a.m.  6:30 p.m. 

  12:30 p.m.  7:30 p.m. 

   1:30 p.m. 

 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES  

 

Each Sat., 3:00-3:30 p.m. 

 

Wed. Dec. 17,  8:45 a.m. 

 

Fri. Dec. 19,  8:45 a.m. 

 

Sun. Dec. 21,  12:30 p.m. 

 

Mon. Dec. 22,  1:00 p.m. 

   and 7:00 p.m. 

 

Tues. Dec. 23, 2:00 p.m. 

   and 6:30 p.m. 

 

And, as always, anytime by appointment, 

calling (anonymously, if you wish) the 

rectory, 832-2414. 

 

 

 

ADVENT BEGINS Nov. 30  
In our liturgy of the First Sunday of Grace (Cycle B) 

we begin our preparation to remember the 

anniversary of Christôs human birth.    Because the 

miracle of Christmas needs an inner space to be 

absorbed our season of Advent is a low-key time of 

waiting and of hope, a counter-cultural time of 

spiritual preparation.  Advent is not a passive 

experience.  Advent is a matter of actively noticing 

and responding to the signs of what is expected of 

us.  This is the first season of our New Year of 

Grace.  We try to identify with some great people 

(Isaiah, John the Baptist, Mary) during these few 

expectant weeks.  Thus, we save Christmas talk and 

experiences for Dec. 24 p.m., Dec. 25 and the 12 

days of Christmas. 
 

OUR LITURGIES  
 

Advent Lordôs Days 

  Sat. 4:00 p.m. 

  Sun. 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Holy Day, Feast of Maryôs Immaculate 

Conception 

  Mon. Dec. 8, 7:00 p.m. 
 
CHRISTMAS  
  Eve, Dec. 24, 5:00 p.m. 

  (with lots of children) 
 
  Middle-of-the-Night, 11:00 p.m. 
 
  Mass of Day, 8:30 a.m. 
 
If you do not have younger children please 

consider our ñMiddle-of-the-Nightò Mass or 

the Christmas morning Mass.  In any 

circumstance, we want you here at St. Patôs 

to celebrate Christmas.  We will be happy to 

see you even if you have been away for a 

while. 

Note:  Jan. 1 is a holyday and World Day of 

Prayer for Peace.   

  Our two liturgies will be: 

   N. Y.  Eve ï 4:00 p.m. 

  N. Y. Day ï 9:00 a.m. 




