St. Ann’s Sister Parish in Haiti: St. Claire in Dessalines

Father Doug Kenney with young friend at St. Claire School in Haiti

The partnership
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The partnership btween St. Ann and St. Claire started in 1997. It is first and foremost a spiritual relationship. It is
only through having a relationship at the spiritual level that we will we be able to find out how we can help each

other.

Goals
A

A

A
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To develop and maintaia spiritual and human relationship with our sister parish through prayer,
communication and volunteering.

To foster awareness of the plight and the needs of the poor, in keeping with the social teachings of the
Catholic Church.

To improve life for our lmthers and sisters of St. Claire, especially the children.

To develop a sense of global solidarity and outread®tirAnnparish community.

Initiatives
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Provide daily nutrition for the school children in the parochial schools of St. Claire.
Provide oppontinities for our youths and adults to volunteer at St. Claire parish.
Improvecommunityhealth for the peoplef St. Claire through basic sanitation teaching.
Provide opportunities for the people of St. Claire to become economically self sustaining

Feeding the children Volunteering Teaching sanitation and water conservation



Profile of St. Claire parish
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St. Claire church in Dessalines

The territory of the parish is mostly rural. The main economy is agriculture. All work is done by hand, with a hoe
machete as the only farm implements. Fields are small. The farmersideggirely on nature to produce a good
crop. A drought or a flood can mean famine for the entire community. Most families raise a few animals to provit
much needed protein and extra income: chickens, goats, a pig, a cow, if they can afford it, a enblerse for
transportation. There is almost no infrastructure in the countryside: no electricity and no running water. Some
villages have a school and the children travel a long distance to attend it but only if their parents can provide she
and clothedor them.

Dessalines is the only town and the main center for any type of infrastructure: medical clinic, small rudimentary
hospital, administration and markefbout 150,000 people live the parish. Most live in extreme poverty. Most are
Catholic.

Fatrer MarcEdy Dessalines has been the pastor of St. Claire parish since July 2004. The parish is comprised of
main church in the town of Dessalinesd 8 chapels (missions) spread out in ruihges Fr. Dessalines tries to see
the people and celebratmass in the chapels a$ten as possible, usually 4 otifhes a year. Sacristans and
catechists minister to the spiritual needs of the faithful in the isolated communities.

The parish runs 8choolsClaire Lumiere Dessalines, the main school of St. Clawith 1,500 children fronpre-
schoolthrough grade 9St. Maria Goretti in Haute Feuill@ndsSt. Francis of Assisi in Fabias teach children from
preschool through grade @n all, Fr DesgaA y Sa Q & OK 2 2 f 60 kifskRTr®©3clibdsstiugy/Btapay the > n
teachers and provide school supplies. They cannot feectHildren without outside help.

Malnutrition affects manyn St. Claire parish. g especially lethal for the younger childr&rine mortality rate for
children under five years old Haii is 80 per 1,000 (in the US, thaderfive mortality rate is8 in 1,000).

Village children in Hatte Chevreau,
one of 9 chapels of Ste Claire parish
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Women going to rarket to sell the produce from their small plot



What we do: fighting malnutrition and promoting education

A We havemplemented a nutrition program in the Catholic schools of the parish.
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every school day.

A St. Ann parishioners have helped St. Claire ssfggoiv from 200 studets to over 2,00 students.
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A We providetuition assistance to educate some of the poorest cleifdof Dessalines.

A We built classrooms and furnished them with benches.

A In 2006, we helped build a basketball court for thain parishschool.

A Weshipschool supplies, vitamirend medical supplieso St. Clair@nnually

A We teach basic sanitation andsi aid in the schools and villages of our sister parish

A We teach rosary making as a self sustaining project to the parishioners of St. Claire
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A We exploreways to reach out to rulacommunities to improvgroduction of sustainable food supplies

A Our continuous prayerare a source of comfort and courage for the parishioners of St. Claire in their da

struggle for survival.

Over 500 prashoolers are fed daily Teaching hand washing Fr. Doug distributes lunch to the Littlest Angels

Regular visits to and from Haiti enhance the relationship

In February 2007, sk St. Ann Parishioners visited St. Claire. They told the people of Dessalines that the peopl
St. Ann are their loving brothers and sisters. They met many people and assessed the needs of the school a
the parlsh

Craig with school children Chapel in Gilbert under constructlon Ben and sick baby at clinic

In February 2008, four St. Ann parishioners went to. &laire to teacHirst aid and basic hygiene in the schools
and to teachrosary making to several parishioners

Barbara and baby Craig teaches rosary making Agnes teaches first aid to the priﬁcipal in Fabias



In February 2009, Father Doug Kenney and 6 other parishioners visited St. Claire. It was the first visit for 4 of
travelers. The main focus of the trip was to convey our love and prayers to the paeshiof our sister parish
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vitamins collected by St. Ann parishioners to supplement the schoolchildren nutfit@yirained over 1000
people inwater purification and practical sanitation techniques. Theytook part in avillage meeting to try to
understand how we might be able to help the villagprevide a sustainable food supply for themselves Some

of the travelers volunteered at thiecal clinic.

Fr. Doug and Fr. Dessalines Agnes, Glenn, Fr. Doug and Ken Amanda and Barbara Garey documentthe trip
with donated soccer uniforms give out vitamins with babies

InJuly 2009, 5 teens and 5 adults traveled to St Claire to lead a summer day camp for 75 children at St Claire
School. It was an incredible experience for all, especially for the 9 people who had never visited Haitilihefore
welcome they received and the deep joy and faith they observed made a lasting impression. The most
memorable day was on Sunday when 70 young children of St Claire receisatrimaent of the Eucharist.
Afterwards, Fr Dessalines and the St Ann ddlegavisited some of the families of the First Communicants.
Seeing the simple dwellings and the poverty close up moved us deeply. But what impressed us most was th
hospitality of the people and their pride at receiving visitors.
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Haitian and American camp leaders Learning new skills

Father MareEdy Dessalines, the pastor of St. Claire has visitéghBtseveral times in the lastygars.
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What lies ahead?

We wish to &pand thefeedingprogramto as many children as possible through The Littlest Angels
nutrition program (see below for informatioon how to support the program).

We hope to povide more opportunities for volunteering at St. Claire f8t. Annyouthsand adults.

We are exploringother avenues for sustainable community development at St. Claire.
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If you want more information

If you want to help

If you want to know mee about St. Anitdaiti Outreachor want to volunteer in Haiti or want to helghe

Haiti Outreach financially, please ctle parish office at 30¥33-04100r email
info@ StAnnHaitiOutreach.com

We have developed a shorideo presentation about the Haiti Outreach. We will be happy to send you a
copy or make a presentation to your group.



mailto:info@StAnnHaitiOutreach.com

“Littlest Angels”

of HAITI

Fact#1. 1outof8 childrenin Hait idies before his or her fifth birthday.
Without childhood vaccinations, living in poor sanitary conditions and especialy hecause afmalnuo f H
PREVENTABREES that their weak bodies cannot fight.

Fact# 2: Proper nutrition helps children fight disease and increases their ability to learn.
Children who are hungry do not have the energy to learn. If we can feed these childrereat sueltlzacritictd gg
up healthy arhdtschool. Education is the key to breaking the cycle of poverty!

Fact #3 : There are 600 preschoolers in the schools of St. Claire in Haiti |
St. Ann Catholic Church has a well established partnership with St. Claireggea
we have promoted education and nutrition in this poor rural community. Without
does not have the financial resources to provide more than an occasional meal | 7.
Our goal igeed the 600 youngest schoolchildren of our sister parish one hot me
and to give those little ones a chance at a healthy life.

WE CAN HELP!

$50 will feed a child for an entire school year!

Through this effort,  we have the opportunity to support the nutrition program for the preschoolers o f
St. Claire parish and to pray for these ¢ Ange
Please, consider supporting one or more children, or participating in the program at
a level at which you feel comfortable.  Thank you for your generosi ty.

Please know that 100% of your donation feeds the children.
No overhead, no administrative costs.

To |l earn more about the 0LIi t britheBldit OAnesgredf St.&Annn u pleaset i on pr
call the parish office at 301-733-0410 or visit our w ebsite: www.StAnnHagerstown.ParishesOnline.com

“Littlest Angels” of HAITI

Providing nutrition to St. Claire schoolchildesrd partnering with them through prayer
$50 will feed a child for an entire school year!

| would like to support the nutrition program at the following level: $50 x ___ (# of children) = $
$

Name: Address:

Phone number: E-mail:
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St. Ann Catholic Church
1525 Oak Hill Avenue
Hagerstown, MD 21742


http://www.stannhagerstown.parishesonline.com/

