St. Ann’s Sister Parish in Haiti: St. Claire in Dessalines

Father Doug Kenney with young friend at St. Claire School in Haiti

The partnership

“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?” James 2:14

The partnership between St. Ann and St. Claire started in 1997. It is first and foremost a spiritual relationship. It is
only through having a relationship at the spiritual level that we will we be able to find out how we can help each

other.
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To develop and maintain a spiritual and human relationship with our sister parish through prayer,
communication and volunteering.

To foster awareness of the plight and the needs of the poor, in keeping with the social teachings of the
Catholic Church.

To improve life for our brothers and sisters of St. Claire, especially the children.

To develop a sense of global solidarity and outreach in St. Ann parish community.

Initiatives
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Provide daily nutrition for the school children in the parochial schools of St. Claire.
Provide opportunities for our youths and adults to volunteer at St. Claire parish.

Improve community health for the people of St. Claire through basic sanitation teaching.
Provide opportunities for the people of St. Claire to become economically self sustaining.

Feeding the children Volunteering Teaching sanitation and water conservation




Profile of St. Claire parish

St. Claire church in Dessalines

Preschoolers at the main school of St Claire

The territory of the parish is mostly rural. The main economy is agriculture. All work is done by hand, with a hoe and
machete as the only farm implements. Fields are small. The farmers depend entirely on nature to produce a good
crop. A drought or a flood can mean famine for the entire community. Most families raise a few animals to provide
much needed protein and extra income: chickens, goats, a pig, a cow, if they can afford it, a mule or a horse for
transportation. There is almost no infrastructure in the countryside: no electricity and no running water. Some
villages have a school and the children travel a long distance to attend it but only if their parents can provide shoes
and clothes for them.

Dessalines is the only town and the main center for any type of infrastructure: medical clinic, small rudimentary
hospital, administration and market. About 150,000 people live in the parish. Most live in extreme poverty. Most are
Catholic.

Father Marc-Edy Dessalines has been the pastor of St. Claire parish since July 2004. The parish is comprised of a
main church in the town of Dessalines and 8 chapels (missions) spread out in rural villages. Fr. Dessalines tries to see
the people and celebrate mass in the chapels as often as possible, usually 4 or 5 times a year. Sacristans and
catechists minister to the spiritual needs of the faithful in the isolated communities.

The parish runs 3 schools: Claire Lumiere Dessalines, the main school of St. Claire with 1,500 children from pre-
school through grade 9. St. Maria Goretti in Haute Feuille and St. Francis of Assisi in Fabias teach children from
preschool through grade 6. Inall, FrDessaf A Yy Sa Q & OK 2 2 f 60 ki®% Riuz®dchod® struggletalpay the = n
teachers and provide school supplies. They cannot feed the children without outside help.

Malnutrition affects many in St. Claire parish. It is especially lethal for the younger children. The mortality rate for
children under five years old in Haiti is 80 per 1,000 (in the US, the under-five mortality rate is 8 in 1,000).

their small plot.



What we do: fighting malnutrition and promoting education

We have implemented a nutrition program in the Catholic schools of the parish.
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every school day.

St. Ann parishioners have helped St. Claire schools grow from 200 students to over 2,000 students.
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We provide tuition assistance to educate some of the poorest children of Dessalines.

We built classrooms and furnished them with benches.

In 2006, we helped build a basketball court for the main parish school.

We ship school supplies, vitamins and medical supplies to St. Claire annually.

We teach basic sanitation and first aid in the schools and villages of our sister parish.

We teach rosary making as a self sustaining project to the parishioners of St. Claire.

2S LINPQPARS aSSRa F2N) G4KS aoOkz22f 3IFNRSy (2 AYL
We explore ways to reach out to rural communities to improve production of sustainable food supplies.

Our continuous prayers are a source of comfort and courage for the parishioners of St. Claire in their daily
struggle for survival.
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Over 500 preschoo/ers are fed daily Teaching hand washing Fr. Doug distributes lunch to the thtlest Angels

Regular visits to and from Haiti enhance the relationship

In February 2007, six St. Ann Parishioners visited St. Claire. They told the people of Dessalines that the people of
St. Ann are their loving brothers and sisters. They met many people and assessed the needs of the school and
the parish.
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Craig with school children Chapel in Gilbert under construction Ben and sick baby at clinic

In February 2008, four St. Ann parishioners went to St. Claire to teach first aid and basic hygiene in the schools
and to teach rosary makmg to several parishioners.

Barbara and baby Craig teaches rosary making Agnes teaches first aid to the principal in Fabias



In February 2009, Father Doug Kenney and 6 other parishioners visited St. Claire. It was the first visit for 4 of the
travelers. The main focus of the trip was to convey our love and prayers to the parishioners of our sister parish

and to see the progressmade atSt.ClF A NB G KNRdzaK GKS a[AdGGfSaaG ! yasSt
vitamins collected by St. Ann parishioners to supplement the schoolchildren nutrition. They trained over 1000

people in water purification and practical sanitation techniques. They took part in a village meeting to try to
understand how we might be able to help the villagers provide a sustainable food supply for themselves. Some

of the travelers volunteered at the local clinic.

Fr. Doug and Fr. Dessalines Agnes, Glenn, Fr. Doug and Ken Amanda and Barbara Garey documents the trip
with donated soccer uniforms give out vitamins with babies

Father Marc-Edy Dessalines, the pastor of St. Claire has visited St. Ann several times in the last 4 years.
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What lies ahead?

In the summer of 2009, several St. Ann youths and adults will conduct one week of summer camp for 200
children at St. Claire School.

We wish to expand the feeding program to as many children as possible through The Littlest Angels
nutrition program (see below for information on how to support the program).

We hope to provide more opportunities for volunteering at St. Claire for St. Ann youths and adults.

W to explore other avenues for sustainable community development at St. Claire.
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If you want more information
If you want to help

If you want to know more about St. Ann Haiti Outreach, if you want to volunteer in Haiti or if you want to help
the Haiti Outreach financially, please call the parish office at 301-790-2852 or email Agnes Supernavage

AgnesTS@aol.com
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“Littlest Angels”

of HAITI

Fact#1. 1outof8 children in Haiti dies before his or her fifth birthday.
Without childhood vaccinations, living in poor sanitary conditions and especially bhecause afmmaleudoom H

PREVENTABREES that their weak bodies cannot fight.

Fact# 2: Proper nutrition helps children fight disease and increases their ability to learn.
Children who are hungry do not have the energy to learn. If we carafegtictlesgechvielimamnagisachem the char

Fact #3 : There are 600 preschoolers in the schools of St. Claire in Haiti

Through this effort,  we have the opportunity to support the nutrition program for the preschoolers o f
St. Claire parish and to pray for these ¢

Please, consider supporting one or more children, or participating in the program at
a level at which you feel comfortable.  Thank you for your generosity.

Please know that 100% of your donation feeds the children.
No overhead, no administrative costs.

To learn more about the 0Li t orltheBditi Odtneagredf s
call the parish office at 301-733-0410 or visit our website:

up healthy and attend school. Education is the key to breaking the cycle of povesh

St. Ann Catholic Church hakshedpastedsship with St. Claire parish in Dessaline
we have promoted education and nutrition in this poor rural community. Without

does not have the financial resources to praddasiooia thealda the preschoolers| =

Our goal is to feed the 600 youngest schoolchildren of our sister parish one hot

and to give those little ones a chance at a healthy life.

WE CAN HELP!

$50 will feed a child for an entire school year!

“Littlest Angels” of HAITI

Providing nutrition to St. Claire schoolchildren and partnering with them through prayer.
$50 will feed a child for an entire school year!

I would like to support the nutrition program at the following level: $50x ___ (#of children)=$

Name:

$

Address:

Phone number:
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www.stannhagerstown.parishesonline.com

E-mail:
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St. Ann Catholic Church
1525 Oak Hill Avenue
Hagerstown, MD 21742


http://www.stannhagerstown.parishesonline.com/

