
From the Spiritual Development Commission... 

Preparing for the Light of the World 

ADVENT FAMILY NIGHT 
Tuesday, December 2nd from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  This is a 
special evening designed for 
families to prepare together 
to celebrate the season of 
Advent.  In an effort to focus 
on the meaning of this 
season we will show a video 
to the children, work on 
family activities for the 
Advent season and pray 
together.  The evening is 
meant to be fun as well as 
educational.  The theme for 
this year is the Jesse Tree. 
Children of all ages are most 
w e l c o m e .   I n v i t e 
grandparents and other 
family friends to share this 
experience with you. Supper 

and beverages will be 
provided.  The cost for the 
evening is $7.00 per family. 
Registration forms can be 
found outside the Weigand 
Room.  If you have any 

questions, please call Sister 
Mary Dorothy. 
As you have in the past we 

encourage you to participate 

in the Ȱ')6).' 42%%ȱ again 

this year. We have requests 

for items from Catholic 

Charities Family Center, The 

Elyria Health Department 

(Ohio Infant Mortality 

Reduction Initiative and Help 

Me Grow Program), Blessing 

House and Birthright.  These 

requests have been placed 

on  Chr is tmas t ree 

ornaments which will be 

hung on a Christmas tree 

located outside the Weigand 

Room beginning November 

29th.  Parishioners are 

requested to take one (or 

more) of the tree 

ornaments, purchase the 
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gift, wrap it and place them 

under the tree. Please be 

sure to attach the tags 

securely to the packages so 

that they will get to the 

correct organization. This 

outreach program brings 

Christmas to the needy of 

our community and is a 

great way of showing 

concern for one another.  All 

gifts need to be collected by 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14TH in 

order for them to be 

distributed in time for 

Christmas. 

The celebration of the 
Christmas mystery is the 
celebration of the presence 
of the Word made flesh 
among us. In the 
Incarnation, we believe that 
God loves us so much that 
He made his love visible by 
becoming one of us. He 
shares in our life that we 
might share in His. This is the 
good news of the Gospel! 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 
   
We believe that God 
continues to make His 
dwelling among us. Thanks 
to our Baptism and the gift 
of the Spirit dwelling within 
us, we are all living gospels 
×ÈÏ ÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
presence in the world. The 
stories of our lives tell good 
news. 4ÈÅ "ÅÌÌÓ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ 
is another way in which we 
spread this good news. 

There are so many good 
things going on here at the 
parish. Not only do we want 
you to know about them, we 
want you to join in with us. 
Where two or three gather 
in the name of the Lord, He 
promised us that He would 
be with us. We need each 
other to make His presence 
felt and to make Him come 
alive for others. 
 

Christmas is a time to come 
home. We are excited about 
all that is going on at the 
parish and we want 
everyone to become 
involved. If you have let 
things slide, we hope that 
you will be inspired by these 
pages to become more 
active in your parish. There is 
something for everyone. In 
this Christmas time, may God 
bless us one and all!!! 
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goal.  My new family lives in 

Wadsworth.  His name is 

Hans Leitner.  Jim and 

Nancy Knuff met with him 

and turned my keys over to 

him.  Mike Moore took my 

final pictures.  Thank you to 

my friends Craig and Polly 

Ruth, Gary Toich, Steve 

Ross, Nancy and Jim Knuff, 

Jen Brown, Matt and Jenni 

/ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȟ !ÎÎÉÅ 

Cunningham, Mike Moore, 

Jerry and Patty Jurecko.  

A big thank you to all of my 

family at St.  Mary who 

supported this fun raiser. It 

was a huge success.  We 

appreciate all the work 

everyone put into it.  We 

truly are blessed. 
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THE  BELLS OF ST. MARY 

If you have any interesting 
photos or memorabilia that 
you would like to share with 
your Parish family, please 

let us know. 

Photo of St. Mary Church & School 
 pre-1920 

taking care of me.  My debut 

ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÔ 3ÍÉÔÔÙȭÓȟ 

for the St. Mary School Night.  

The date was April 15th.  From 

this moment on, I appeared 

numerous times on Sunday 

evening at Quaker Steak and 

Lube.  I spent Friday evening 

ÌÉÓÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ΧΡȭÓ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÐÁÒËÅÄ 

in the lot outside of Big Lots.  

My first big trip was with Polly 

It was a cold sunny day in 

March.  I was parked in a 

show room with my friends 

×ÈÅÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ 

appeared and wanted to take 

me home.  They had this idea 

to raffle me off to make 

money for their parish and 

school.  The smile on their 

faces let me know that I was 

in for the ride of my life. 

My first duty was to pose for 

publicity pictures. These 

would be posted throughout 

Elyria.  Jerry and Patty 

Jurecko created a website 

for me.  Polly and Craig Ruth 

booked all of my 

appearances.  They also 

spent many long hours 

and Craig to Carlisle, 

Pennsylvania.  I traveled in a 

trailer accompanied by my 

ÎÅ× ÆÒÉÅÎÄ Ȱ#ÈÅÅÔÁÈȱȢ  

Craig built my friend from 

scratch. Over the next few 

months, I traveled to more 

than 20 different shows. A 

few of the popular ones are 

Corsa Corvette Show in 

Carlisle, PA, Fish Festival in 

Vermillon, Corn Festival in 

North Ridgeville, Good Guy 

show in Columbus and 

'ÅÒÍÁÎ #ÌÕÂ ÏÎ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ 

Day. These are just a few of 

my many appearances.  My 

last weekend with my St. 

Mary friends was spent at 

Put in Bay.  I met so many 

people that weekend. 

October 18th 

finally arrived.  

At 10:45 p.m. the 

ticket was drawn 

and my friends 

from St. Mary 

had successfully 

completed their 

Our Little Red Corvette 

With all of the help 
and support of our 
Parishioners and 

School Families St. 
Mary raised 
$30,000.00.   

 
Thank you to all who 
supported this first 

ever endeavor. 



The need to merge churches 
and schools as we cluster 
into more vibrant parishes 
has challenged us as a dio-
cese to review our priorities 
in service of the mission of 
the Church. An important 
part of that review process 
has been our assessment of 
the future of Catholic educa-
tion. What is our commit-
ment to Catholic education? 
What level of investment 
should we make to insure its 
continued existence? 
   The first step in addressing 
the question is to identify 
the characteristics of a good 
education. There are many 
theories of what would com-
prise a basic education. 
Some would restrict it sim-
ply to academics. In this 
case, all that is needed is a 
small student-to -teacher 
ratio with all the latest tech-
nology to teach the student 

how to access the data and 
ÍÁÎÉÐÕÌÁÔÅ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÐÅÒȤ
sonal advancement. Little 
time or attention is given to 
the ethical ramifications. 
   A more comprehensive 
theory of education would 
include a concern for charac-
ter development. Here, the 
teaching of values is a critical 
element in the educational 
process. Again, we run into 
problems in choosing a value 
system from which to derive 
our values. You can speak of 
a materialist value system 
that has no room for the 
spiritual. You can talk of a 
pragmatic value system that 
asks no other question than 
ȬÄÏÅÓ ÉÔ ×ÏÒËȩȭ ! ÓÅÃÕÌÁÒÉÓÔ 
or agnostic system of values 
ÕÒÇÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ȬÅÁÔȟ ÄÒÉÎË ÁÎÄ ÂÅ 
ÍÅÒÒÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÏÍÏÒÒÏ× ×Å ÄÉÅȢȭ 
The list goes on. But we sub-
scribe to a Christian set of 
morals. The central value 

taught by Jesus is that our 
well-being depends on the 
well-being of others. In this 
age of rugged individualism, 
seeking to serve the com-
mon good is not only coun-
tercultural, it is heresy. 
   If we want to preserve 
Catholic Christian principles 
as an operative force in our 
society, I believe Catholic 
education is critical for the 
next generation. We need a 
refuge where we can incul-
cate Gospel values without 
them being corrupted by 
other value systems. We 
need this special preserve to 
build character in our chil-
dren so that they can stand 
ÕÐ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ȬÐÅÅÒ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅÓȭ ÏÆ 
society. In difficult eco-
nomic times, we may think 
of Catholic education as a 
luxury. I would like to think 
that it is the best invest-
ment of our dollars that we 
can make. 

A Word from Fr. Charlie 
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the 200 Club entitles each member 

to a drawing for $50.00 every week 

starting with the first week in 

January and continues for 26 weeks.  

A dinner and raffle are held the first 

Saturday in June for the members 

and five $200.00 checks are given 

away.  The process is repeated in 

July with a dinner and raffle  held 

the first Saturday in December.   

Parish members Lori Fitch and 

Maureen Kuebler continue to chair 

the popular moneymaking club 

with proceeds going to help pay for 

assistant teachers and other 

The St. Mary  Church 200 Club was 

founded by parish member Jim 

Wirscham, the very active Gert 

7ÉÒÓÃÈÁÍȭÓ ÓÏÎȟ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΧίέΫȢ  4ÈÅ 

first dinner was held in the Marian 

Building and chicken and cabbage 

rolls were served even back then.  

When the new hall opened, the 

Holy Name Society and Jim Fada 

took over running the club and 

managed it successfully for the 

next 20 some years.  When the 

Holy Name Society ceased to exist, 

the 200 Club was turned over to 

the St. Mary School Boosters.   

A $30.00 membership fee to join 

In Step with... St. Mary Church 200 Club 
operating expenses at the school  

There are presently about 250 

members including all of St. Mary 

3ÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȟ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ 

administrators.  

Some other people involved with 

the club over the years:  Ron 

Roberts, Dick Laubenthal, Jim Knuff, 

Dan Humphrey, Sr., Dan Golski, 

Dominic Alfano, Jerry Strait, John 

Schmitz. 

In our next In Step with...learn about 

Hot Meals and its mission. 

 

200 Club 

Christmas 

 Dinner & Raffle 

December 6, 2008 

St. Mary Parish Hall 
 

"All I ever wanted 
was to stay on the 
mountain top and 
point to God..." 

 
A Tale of Three Trees  

retold by Angela Elwell Hunt 
 

A wonderful book to share 
with your family,  
young and old. 



Time, Talent & Treasure                                           

-ÁËÉÎÇ 4ÈÅ 4ÈÒÅÅ 4ȭÓ ÏÆ ,ÏÖÅ ,ÁÓÔ  

St. Mary Church Adult Choir 
is hard at work preparing 
music for our upcoming 
Christmas Celebration.  
Some of the members are 
also planning their menus 
for the intermission of 
#ÉÔÙ-ÕÓÉÃ#ÌÅÖÅÌÁÎÄȭÓ .ÏÔ-
Your-Usual Holiday Concert 
to be held here on Sunday, 
December 7th at 3:00 PM.  If 
you have attended one of 
these concerts in the past, 
you know just what you can 
expect ɀ top notch Chamber 
Orchestra Music by one of 
.ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ /ÈÉÏȭÓ ÐÒÅÍÉÅÒ 
chamber orchestras directed 
by Prize-winning Music 
Director James Gaffigan, and 
a veritable smorgasbord of 
tasty delights during the 
intermission ɀ hosted by St. 
Mary Adult Choir.  If you 
have not attended one of 
these concerts, mark your 

ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒ ÎÏ× ÁÓ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
want to miss this 
opportunity.  
 

Right after Christmas, James 
Leek of the Leek Pipe Organ 
Company, Oberlin, OH will 
begin extensive repair work 
on our pipe organ - Opus 
195.  The Organ Historical 
Society is convening in 
Cleveland during the 
summer of 2009, and 
because of their interest in 

our historic pipe organ, they 
plan an Organ Recital here 
featuring an organist of 
national recognition.  More 
details will be made known 
as they become available. 
 

We will also be celebrating a 
Cluster Concert Event here 
at St. Mary Church featuring 
the choirs of all five Elyria 
parishes.  Each group will 
share several of their 
favorite works, and we may 
join together in a Grand 
Finale with everyone 
present.  Please mark your  
calendars for Sunday, 
January 11th at 2:00 p.m. 
 

May you enjoy the peace 
and happiness we all seek 
during this holy time of year. 
 

Blessings,  
Mike 
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the back burner until 
next year.  Stewardship 
and thinking of others is 
a 12 month labor of love.  
During this season of 
Advent when we ready 
for the birth of our Lord 
*ÅÓÕÓȟ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÏ  
work on making the 
4ÈÒÅÅ 4ȭÓ ÏÆ ,ÏÖÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÁÌÌ 
year long.  The needs of 
others are not any less 
important the other 11 
months of the year.  
Keep in mind that Jesus 
thinks of us always not 
just when he has time. 

It seems that this time of 
the year brings out the 
best in everyone.  We  
tend to take time to think 
of others.  Amidst all of 
the hustle and bustle of 
the season we cram 
everything in to one 
month before the big day.  
It is amazing how much 
emphasis we put on doing 
the right thing for one 
month. Then, once the big 
day is over we are 
exhausted!  All the extra 
nice favors and special 
moments spent with 
those in need, are  put on 

7ÈÁÔȭÓ .Å× ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÏÍ 7ÉÔÈ Á 6ÉÅ×Ȧ 

 

______Reflection_____ 
O Divine Gift-giver, I stand beneath the endless 
waterfall of your abundant gifts to me. I thank 
you especially for the blessing of life, the most 
precious of all your gifts to me. I thank you, 
Ever-generous One, for clothing to wear, for 
food and drink to nourish my body, for all the 
talents and skills  that you have bestowed upon 
me. I thank you for the many joys of my life, 

family and friends, for work that   gives to me a 
sense of purpose and invests my life with 

meaning. I thank you as well for the sufferings 
and trials of my life which are also gifts and 

which together with my mistakes are among my 
most important teachers. 

 

Grant that I may never greet a new day 
without the awareness of some gift for which 

to give you thanks. And may constant 
thanksgiving be my song of perpetual  

praise to you. 




