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St. Mary Parish - Elyria 

www.smselyria.parishesonline.com 

    In these days of dismal 
reports and depressing 
numbers, it is good to know 
that there is one place you 
can go where life is thriving 
and the community spirit is 
growing. It only serves to 
illustrate how faith brings 
light to our darkest hours. 
The challenge of the tough 
times reveals the power of 
the Good News to transform 
our lives. The past year has 
been  packed  w i t h 
opportunities to deepen our 
life of faith. Every weekend, 
there seemed to be a reason 
to get together. Whether it 
was to worship or have fun, 
whether it was to learn or 
give our lives in service, we 
grew together as a 
community. We have been 
richly blessed by the gifts 
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and talents of all who were 
involved. 
   But this is only the 
beginning! We will continue 
to reach out and draw more 
people into our circle. In the 
coming months, our parish 
life will be enriched with the 
presence and involvement of 
parishioners from Holy Cross 
and Sacred Heart. We have 
purposely held off doing a 
parish pictorial directory so 
that we can include all the 
ÎÅ× ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ȬÆÁÍÉÌÙ 
ÁÌÂÕÍȢȭ Life Touch will be in 
our St. Joseph building at the 
end of June to take the 
pictures. We encourage 
everyone to make an 
appointment to have your 
picture included in the 
directory. (More information 
will follow in the parish 

St. Mary Parish Family is Alive and Well... 

bulletin.) It is a great tool for 
getting to know one another. 
Besides, you get a free 
picture! 
   In spite of the tough 
economy, our school is 
hanging in there. Thanks to 
those who contribute to our 
tuition assistance, we have 
been able to keep children in 
our school who would not be 
able to afford it otherwise. 
This year we will also have 
nine children enrolled through 
the EdChoice program. 
Parents of children who are 
enrolled in failing schools are 
given the option by the State 
of Ohio to have the full tuition 
money sent to the school of 
their choice. Again, this is 

another way to reach out 
and widen the circle of our 
involvement in the 
community. 
   This summer, we will begin 
offering programs in the 
Guardian Angel building. We 
hope to develop the 
ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÎ ÁÒÔÓȭ ÃÅÎÔÅÒȢ 
Through the summer we 
ÐÌÁÎ ÏÎ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎ ȬÁÒÔ 
ÃÁÍÐȭ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÙ Á 
Spanish language class. 
Some offerings will be for 
children and others will be 
intergenerational. In the fall, 
we are in dialogue with 
CityMusic to offer music 
lessons and develop a youth 
orchestra for Elyria. If you 
have ideas or talents that 

you would like to share, 
please let us know at the 
parish office. 
   3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ÉÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÔÈÅ ȬÈÅÁÒÔ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȢȭ 7Å ÓÅÅË ÔÏ 
engage people in the work 
of developing body, mind 
and soul. In these days of 
troubled times, we can be 
part of the solution. 
 

Happy  
Motherõs Day 
to all of our St. Mary Mothers.  
Your love,  support, guidance 
and dedication to your family 
has also helped to create a 
strong and vibrant Parish 
Family.  Congratulations and 
enjoy your day! 
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 Heard Around the Bell Tower 

Raining Pennies from 
Heaven...War is rightly some-

thing to be avoided if at all possi-
ble.  However, penny wars are 
another matter.  The junior high 
students at St. Mary School in 
Elyria had a penny war that lasted 
for two weeks to raise funds for 
St. Charles Borromeo School in 
Parma.  St. Charles had a fire, 
which devastated their library, so 
3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ 
ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ 
others. 
Penny wars are a fun way to raise 
money because there is great 

classroom rivalry.  Students bring 
ÉÎ ÐÅÎÎÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍȭÓ 
total but also can put other 
change and dollars in another 
ÃÌÁÓÓȭÓ ÊÁÒȢ  )Î ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄȟ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÉÌÖÅÒȱ 
and dollars are subtracted from 
ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓȭÓ ÐÅÎÎÙ ÔÏÔÁÌȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÃȤ
ess can even lead to negative to-
tals but a high dollar amount. 
 

When the war was over, the junior 
high had raised $316.73.  We know 
that St. Charles will be very appre-
ÃÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓȟ 
and we are proud of their gener-
ous spirits. 
 

Written by Karen Manning - 7th 
grade teacher at St. Mary School. 

St. Mary Stars on the Floor... 
St. Mary Cub Scout Troupe 315 was front 
 and center at the CAVs game on Wednesday, 
April 15th.  Cub Scout Leaders, Alex Fleming  
and Brad Gabel lead the pack.  

 

Do you have a photo or article about your family?  
Something of interest you want to share?   

Please send information to anniecunningham@windstream.net.   
We love to fill up this page with news and photos. 

Motherõs PrayerñGrant me patience Lordé.but hurry. 

 
ȰȢȢȢ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÍÐÕÓ 
I see a vibrant parish with 
activities going on all the time.  
I actually have to search for an 
ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÓÐÏÔȦ Ȱ 
 
Ȱ%ÁÓÔÅÒ -ÁÓÓ ×ÁÓ ÓÏ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ 
to me.  The music, the 
ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ &ÒȢ #ÈÁÒÌÉÅȭÓ 
homily really touched my 
ÈÅÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÕÌȢȱ 
 
ȰȢȢȢÔÈÅ ÄÏÏÒÓ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ 
just kept coming in ...Fr. Had 
to stop in the middle of his 
ÈÏÍÉÌÙȣȱ  4ÈÒÅÅ ÂÕÓ ÌÏÁÄÓ ÏÆ 
individuals from New York, 
visiting a local shrine came to 
Mass at St. Mary on April 19th.  
ȰȢȢȢÔÈÅ /ÕÒ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ 
said in both English and 
3ÐÁÎÉÓÈȣȢÉÔ ×ÁÓ Á ÍÏÖÉÎÇ 
ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȢȱ 
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2nd Annual  

GRAND PRIZE  
New 2009 Cyber Gray 
Convertible Corvette  

or $35,000 cash 
 

If you have purchased tickets you 
will be eligible for these drawings 

throughout the Raffle Season. 
 

$150ñMemorial Dayñ5/25  
$150ñFatherõs Dayñ6/21  

$250ñ4th of Julyñ7/4  
$500ñParish Festivalñ8/16  

$150ñ150th Anniversaryñ9/20  
Celebration of St. Mary School 

 

Winners will remain in 
drawing for the Corvette. 

____________________ 
 

TICKET PRICE 
 

1ñ$10; 3ñ$20; 
8ñ$50; 20ñ$100 

 

Order online at 
www.vetteraffle.org 

Look on line for locations 
where you can see the car up 

close and personal. 
 

Corvette purchased from 
 Jack Matia Chevrolet 

Elyria, Ohio. 

Drawing held October 17, 2009 
 at St. Mary Parish Hall  

òAt the Hopó  
featuring the Geez Cats 

 

Winner need not be present. 
 
 

School Families Incentive 
When your tickets sales total $300.00 in cash,  

you will receive $50.00 off tuition. 
 For each additional $100.00 in cash sales,  

you will receive $25.00 off tuition. 
 

Parishioner Incentive 
When you ticket sales total $300.00 in cash, 

 you will receive $50.00 in Cash Cards of your choice.  
For each additional $100.00 in cash sales,  

you will receive $25.00 in Cash Cards of your choice. 
 

 
All Proceeds benefit St. Mary Parish, Elyria, OH. 

 

Winner is responsible for taxes, tags, fees and delivery.  Go to website for complete rules 

and regulations and specifications on the Corvette.  If fewer than 8000 tickets are sold, 

drawing converts to a 50/50 drawing.  The winner will receive 50% of the ticket proceeds 

and St. Mary Parish will receive 50% of the ticket proceeds. 

Watch for upcoming car shows at church or on line at www.vetteraffle.org 

http://www.vetteraffle.org/


 

 

 

Dear St. Mary Parishioners, 

 

We are planning our new church photo directory.  The Lifetouch photographers will be here June 22 ï July 1 and September 14 ï 

September 16.  You have the opportunity to sign-up now for your portrait sitting and select the best appointment time for your 

schedule.  Return the bottom portion of this letter to the church office.  

 

Regular sign-ups will begin May 16, 2009 before and after each Mass that weekend.  The last day to schedule your appointment will 

be June 8, 2009. 

 

This new directory will help us get to know everyone better.  For your participation, you will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait 

and a copy of the new St. Mary Family Picture Album.  During your portrait session, you will have several portraits taken, view the 

poses, and choose the one you like best for the directory, all in one visit.  You will also have the opportunity, with no obligation, to 

purchase additional portraits.  Please allow one hour for the entire process. 

 

Please complete the information below.  Mark your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices for the time period that works best for you.  We will do 

our best to assign you an appointment time within the time period you prefer.  Scheduling will be done on a first-come, first-served 

basis.  We will email you your appointment time, or you can check back later after weekend sign-ups start. 

 

The directory will not be complete without you!   

 

 

 

 

 

Name:_____________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ City: _______________________ Zip: __________ 

Email: ______________________________________________ Best time to contact:________________ 

No. of Adults: _____  and children ______ to be photographed.  Total _______________ 

 

 

 

Please indicate 1st, 2nd, 3rd choices below. 

 

 
 

Mon 6/22 Tue 6/23 Wed 6/24 Thu 6/25 Fri 6/26 Sat 6/27 

___ 3-5 pm ___ 3-5 pm ___ 3-5 pm ___ 3-5 pm ___ 3-5 pm ___ 10 am-12 pm 

___ 5-7 pm ___ 5-7 pm ___ 5-7 pm ___ 5-7 pm ___ 5-7 pm ___ 12-2 pm 

___ 7-9 pm ___ 7-9 pm ___ 7-9 pm ___ 7-9 pm ___ 7-9 pm ___ 2- 4 pm 
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As most of you are aware, we have 
Exposition and Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament in the Lower Chapel 
at St. Mary every Thursday between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 pm.  
This is such an awesome blessing and 
privilege for which we are so very 
thankful. 

However, many are not available to 
attend Adoration of Jesus on 
4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙÓȢ  )ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ 
ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ'ÏÏÄ /ÌÄ $ÁÙÓȱ ×ÈÅÎ 
we could just pop into any Catholic 
Church any time of the day to make a 
ÖÉÓÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÁÙ Ȱ(Éȱ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÐÒÅÃÉÏÕÓ 
Lord, or to ask Him for his help in times 
of need.  We knew that comfort, 
approval, rest and support from Jesus  
was all we truly needed and most of all, 
×Å ËÎÅ× ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ Ȱ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 
ÕÓȱ ÔÏ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÔÏÐ ÉÎ ÆÏÒ Á ÖÉÓÉÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ (Å 
was the best friend we had in the 
world. 

We are so very fortunate here at St. 
Mary because our Parish office is 
connected directly to the Church and 

the office is open 
Monday through 
Fridays between 
9:00 and 5:00.  this 
affords us the 
unique availability 
of Jesus in the 
Tabernacle five 
days a week.  
Jesus has made 
Himself  a Prisoner 
in the tabernacle, 
He is truly present: 
Body, Blood, Soul 

and divinity  He truly waits for us to 
come to Him, to welcome us with open 
arms. Jesus gave us the gift of His 
Eucharistic presence so that He could 
abide with us and to give us love, 
peace, joy, healing and forgiveness. 

Alleluia! 

Why not consider making time in your 
busy schedule to visit the One who 
loves you more than anyone else 
ÌÏÖÅÓ ÙÏÕȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ÔÒÙ ÁÓ Á ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ 
ÈÏ× ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÃÁÎ ÊÕÓÔ ȰÐÏÐ ÉÎȱ ÔÏ 
visit our Best Friend at least once a 
×ÅÅËȢ  ) ËÎÏ× ×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÇÌÁÄ ×Å ÄÉÄȢ  
ɉ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÅÌÆÉÓÈȱ ÓÉÄÅȟ ) 
know that whatever we do, we 
receive back a hundredfold; Jesus will 
never be outdone.  So visit Him, and 
begin to count your Blessings!!) 

With the closing and consolidation of 
churches currently, we at St. Mary 
want to welcome all of our new 
parishioners who are joining us.  We 
invite all of you to sign up for your 
own special hour for Adoration on 
4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÊÕÓÔ ͼÄÒÏÐ ÂÙȱ ÔÏ 
say Hello to Jesus Who forever awaits 
us. 

To sign up or for information, call Pat 
Franco, at 440.365.3570. 

During this Easter 
season we have 
welcomed five 
individuals into full 
membership in the 
Catholic Church:  

Joseph Ramairez and Joseph  Quinn - 
Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist; 
Christina Bulkoski - Profession of 
Faith, Confirmation, Eucharist; and 
Edward and Elizabeth Bulkoski - 
Confirmation and Eucharist. May we 
as the community of faith which 
these individuals have chosen to join 
continue to encourage them in their 
faith and support them in prayer. 
The Cluster RCIA continues to come 
together on Wednesday evenings, 

in the  period called mystagogia. (The 
word comes from an ancient Greek 
word signifying a deepening 
understanding of the mysteries of our 
faith.)  During this time, we gather to 
deepen their grasp of the great 
paschal mystery into which they have 
just been incorporated. They have 
received the Body of Christ and are 
indeed becoming part of the Body of 
Christ through their Baptism. This 
period of mystagogy  is a time to help 
them understand and live out their 
new lives as part of the Body of Christ. 
Furthermore, mystagogy is about 
mission and they are now called to go 
forth with us to continue the mission 
of Jesus Christ.  

4ÈÅ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÏ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÓ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
time, not within the framework of 
a structured program. So while we 
are coming to the end of this part 
of the faith formation process, we 
are constantly seeking to respond 
to others who desire to enter our 
faith community. As you go about 
your day and come in contact with 
individuals who are seeking to 
know more about the Catholic 
faith, or wish to become members 
of the Catholic Church, please 
contact Sister Mary Dorothy. 

On Visits to Jesus in the Blessed 


