SERVANTSOF THE WEEK—
BARB DELEONE & RITA BAKER

This week we feature a Servant
first—two sisters—Barb Del eone
(left in picture) and Rita Baker.
Barb has lived in Talmadge, and
been a member of OLV for 23
years. She, and husband Joe, have
a son and two daughters. Barb's
been a teacher, stay-at-home
mother, and is now a vocational
case manager and counselor. The
sisters came from a family that
was very active in their parish at
Holy Family, so volunteering at
OLV was a natura for Barb. She said, “My mother taught me that those who have
been provided the most have the most responsibility to serve others.” Barb’'s been a
PSR teacher and helper, assisted in Bible School, and has been instrumenta at the
bake sale of the Bazaar for years. These sisters had a dad with a terrific voice, and
they inherited a good share of his talent, so both have been involved in parish Music
Ministries most of their lives. Y ou may be surprised that Barb says, “Singing in front
of others has been terrifying to me, but thanks to the Holy Spirit | am overcoming my
fears.” Rita, and hubby Rick, have three sons and two grandchildren. Rita was an
LPN for over 20 years, but in May graduated from college with a new RN degree,
and passed her exam with flying colors. Rita lived in Stow, and was active at Holy
Family for 30 years in PSR and children’s music ministries, but 15 years ago, Rita
left her spiritual home to come to OLV. She said, “What actually drew me to this
parish was the desire to sing and be with my sister. Our lives are so busy, and when
we sing together, God is with us, and are both filled with joy.” OLV blessings were
multiplied by this move, because eventually, we also gained the voices of Rita's
husband and son at the 8:00 Mass, and now the Saturday 5:00 Mass. Rita and Barb
have been singing together at Masses and in our Funeral Choir. Rita also offers her
skills at directing the choral groups, and has been involved with OLV Children’s
Liturgy, Women’s Guild, and taught PSR. Rita says, “The most meaningful time at
OLYV has to be funerals. For me, there is no more appreciated ministry that to be with
families who are grieving loss of aloved one. It is a privilege to share this ministry
with them.” Barb’s special memories of OLV go back to the challenge of bringing
her little ones to Mass, but she says, “I love the feeling of extended family OLV
offers. | view my fellow parishioners as my brothers and sisters who share our love of
God through Christ. It is comfortable to be with people who share the same beliefs.”




