
SERVANT OF THE WEEK— 

JIM INGRAM  
 
 

 
Happy Anniversary to Servant of the Week Jim 
Ingram, & wife Irene, who’ll be celebrating 
their 49th wedding anniversary this Tuesday, 
June 16th. They have three boys and one girl, 
and six grandchildren, four boys and two girls. 
Jim’s been a member of OLV for forty-one 
years. He’s a “retired” Pharmacist, who took 
several years to phase out of full-time work, 
and still occasionally fills in during vacations. 
Jim got his training to be of service to others--
and build up the Church--at a very young age. 
“The first church in our small Pennsylvania 
town was a small retail storeroom that was 
converted to Our Lady of Peace parish. I was 8 
years old but my mom and dad and many others 
cleaned out the storeroom, and made it into the 
church. Many of us youngsters helped by 
sweeping up and hauling away the debris. I 

made my First Communion when I was 9 years old, became an altar boy at 12 years old, and 
even sang in the choir of the church for a while! I had relatives who were active and I guess 
it rubbed off on me. So, wherever I have gone since I have tried to be of some help.” At 
OLV, Jim has been involved in a variety of activities. Almost 30 years ago, Jim began in 
PSR by teaching morality to 8th graders. This could be a daunting task to many, but Jim felt 
it was worth it when he’d hear, “Gee, we never thought of that.” He also served in 
leadership groups: as a member of the first OLV Parish Council in the late 1970’s, 
continuing for almost 17 years, with two terms as president; on the Education Committee 
for even longer, taking several terms as chairman; serving on the scholarship committee; 
and on the committee that hired Diane Hardick as our new Pastoral Associate ten years. On 
weekends, Jim has contributed many man-hours in liturgical ministries. He’s been a 
Minister of Communion and an Altar Server for well over 30 years. At 8:00 Mass, he’d be a 
Server for a month, then an EM several times the next month, so he assisted at the altar the 
majority of weekends. He continues now at 5:00 Mass. When Jim gave up full-time work at 
the pharmacy, he offered his experience to the Funeral Server group. Jim said, “I love this 
parish. (So does Rene). I made up my mind long ago to serve as I could because I think that 
proclaiming the gospel in some way is about as good as one can do. I also believe that I 
have received much more than I have given by doing this. It has been awesome, to use an 
overworked cliché. But, I must say that, since I have experienced, over the years, fear, 
reverence and wonder, isn't that what awesome is?” 
 
 


