“A Great Cloud of Witnesses”
A Historical Series of the Murals on the Walls of Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Church

Saint Thomas
First Century India

St. Thomas was one of the original Twelve Apostles called by Jesus. Not
much is known of his background or occupation, though some think he was a
carpenter. St. Thomas is most famously known for having doubted the news
of Christ's Resurrection, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and
put my finger into the nail marks and
put my hand into his side, I will not
believe." (John 20:25). He believed a
week later when Christ presented Himself and said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring
your hand and put it into my side, and
do not be unbelieving, but believe.”
When Thomas did so he exclaimed,
"My Lord and my God!" But Thomas
was also the Apostle who was ready to
die with the Lord when Jesus said that
he would go to Judea to visit His friend
Lazarus, a journey that was clearly perilous because the Jewish authorities
were looking to kill Him: "Let us also go, that we may die with him" (John
11:16).
St. Thomas, as tradition has it, is said to have been the Apostle who
preached the Gospel in the East, to the Persians and Medians, and all the way
to the southern coast of India. The Syro-Malabar Catholics, of southern India,
claim that their church was founded by the Apostle Thomas in 52 A.D. and he
is said to have been martyred in the year 72 A.D.
Pope Paul VI declared St. Thomas the Apostle of India in 1972. He is the
patron of architects, carpenters and builders. His Feast day is July 3.

This series will feature the murals painted on the walls of Holy Comforter-Saint Cyprian Church along with history and commentary. You can also find this series on our website at www.hcscchurch.org.
Historical commentary researched and prepared by Anthony Lickteig (Seminarian).
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